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Conversion of rail tracks in Karnataka 

2529. SHRI R. MARGABANDU: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 

to state that whether Government have a 

proposal to convert all rail tracks as 

broad-gauge to 100% as done in 

Karnataka State? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH 

KALMADI): No, Sir. Only selected MG/NG 

lines are being converted to Broad Gauge all 

over the country as also in Karnataka. 

Plant Based Health Systems 

2530. SMT. BASANTI SARMA: 

DR. SHRIKANT RAM- 

CHANDRA JICHKAR: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 

state: 

(a) in what manner Science and 

Technology is being used for programmes 

in Plant Based Health Systems; 

(b) who is providing expertise for this 

programme; and 

(c) what steps are being taken to make this 

popular? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN PRIME 

MINISTER'S OFFICE AND MINISTER OF 

STATE IN DEPARTMENTS OF ATOMIC 

ENERGY AND SPACE AND MINISTER 

OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (SHRI 

BHUVNESH CHATURVEDI): (a) For 

programmes on Plant Based Health System, 

science and technology is being used for 

collecting data on various health practices, 

identifying medicinal plants used for folk 

remedies, cultivation of these medicinal plants 

with proper agro-techniques, preserving and 

processing with quality control. 

(b) The expertise for this programme is 

being provided by scientists at Central 

Drug and Research Institute, Central 

Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic 

Plants, National Botenical Research 

Institute, Lucknow and Regional 

Research Laboratory, Jammu and also by 

local health practitioners. 

(c) The programme is being 

popularised through field based voluntary 

organisations. 

INS Vikrant 

2531. DR. BAPU KALDATE: Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be  pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether INS Vikrant has outlived 

its life and needs replacement; and 

(b) the steps taken to replace the 

Aircraft Carrier immediately? 


