159 Written Answers

(c) if so, whether Union Government
have taken steps on war footing to
- provide more accommodation and better
facilities to the foreign tourists in India;
and

(d) whether Government are also
planning to improve the various tourists
centres in the country; if so, whether any
action plan has been prepared, if so the
details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL
AVIATION AND TOURISM (SHRI
GHULAM NABI AZAD): (a) India
received 19.07 lakhs foreign tourists
during 199495 and earned foreign
exchange worth Rs. 7366 crores.

(b) The increase in tourist arrival is
due to several reasons including the
liberalisation of industrial policy.

(c) and (d) The action plan for
providing more accommodation to
tourists and improvement of tourist
centres mainly comprises afftacting large
scale private investment and financial
assistance to State Government. An
Investment Facilitation Cell has been
recently set-up in the, Department to
identify and assist prospective investors.
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External Debt

203. SHRI JAGMOHAN: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether externai debt is projected
to rise to 98 billion dollars by March,
1996;

(b) whether the domestic debt has also
mounted to 61 percent of the GDP; and

(¢) what measures have been taken to
tackle these unhealthy features of the
economy?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (DR. DEBI
PROSAD PAL): (a) Regarding external
debt, information is being collected and
will be laid on the table of the House.

(b) and (c) Regarding internal debt,
the internal debt and other liablities of
the Government of India at the end of
March, 1996 is likely to be 52.4% of the
projected G.D.P. The Government will
endeavour to contain the fiscal deficit
during the current year through
maximising revenues and limiting the
expenditure to the budgeted level.



