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Shri Rajan Chellappa. Not present. Shri
Satish Pradhan. Not present. Shri Bhadrcswar
Buragohain.
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SHRI MISA R. GANESAN: Sir, you are
calling some names. But our friend is going
on speaking.

Installation of a solvent Dewaxing Unit at
Digboi Refinery in Assam.

SHRI BHADRESWAR BURAGOHAIN
(ASSAM): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I would
like to draw the attention of the Minister of
Petroleum, through you, to a very important
issue concerning my State of Assam.

Sir, the crude oil of Assam contains a
significant quantity of high-quality waxes.
Paraffin wax produced by Digboi refinery
from the crude oil of Assam was exported for
a
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number of years. But these sources of
production of paraffin wax have not been fully
exploited and, as a result, the country has to
import regularly this high-value product. The
situation, therefore, needs immediate
attention.

6.00 P.M.

Sir, Asia's oldest refinery at Digboi has
been producing paraffin since 1928. Its
machineries have become old and outdated
and their lives have expired long back. Its
equipments and spare parts are not available
in the market. It requires high involvement of
hard manual labour. Interstingly, no
investment has been made in this unit since
1972.

The existing process is neither energy-
intensive nor labour-intensive and it is energy-
inefficient. Most of the pumps are obsolete
and their replacement is very difficult
especially when their bodies have cracked. Six
such pumps have been scrapped and the rest
are running under critical conditions.

Breakdown of double pipe chillers is very
frequent. Their annular space is getting
blocked due to inherent impurities of brine
and na/.ariting supplying water, causing the
cooling efficiency to considerably decrease.

In view of the above, the unii requires
revamping. I would urge upon the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas to inslai a Solvent
Dewaxing Unit at the Digboi refinery. I
understand that a proposal on the matter is
pending with the Ministry for its approval. It
should be cleared at the earliest possible.

Finally, I would request the Ministry not to
send me a qualified and stereotype answer as
is done in all other matters. I wuuld like to
have a positive and categorical reply from the
Ministry.

SHRI PARAG CHALIHA (ASSAM): Sir,
1 also associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI JAGESH DESAI
(MAHARASHTRA): Sir, 1 also associate
myself with this issue.

Reported irregularities in canteen stores
department supplying items of common
use of Jawans

SHRI DINESHBHAL1 TRIVEDI
(GUJARAT): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank



