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-THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Manmohan Singhji, the House is,
sometimes, gencrous. ...(Interruptions)....

SHRI ASHOK MITRA: If the hon.
Finance Minister is not well, he should be

allowed to go. I think he should take
rest.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: When
the House is agreeing to your leaving the
House, please leave the House.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA: All the
questions which arc standing in thc namc
of the hon. Finance Minister can be
postponed to next week.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That
we will see as to what we should do
about it. He can give it in writing. He
can give the anwers in writing. Now,
Question No. 125, please.

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 20

Expenditure Incurred on Overseas
Tourism- Offices

*125. MAULANA OBAIDULLAH
KHAN AZMI:
SHRI SANJAY DALMIA:

Will the Minister of CIVIL

AVIATION AND TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(a) the expenditure incurred on the
maintenance of various overseas tourism
offices, country-wise during the year
1994.-95;

(b) whether the Government have
decided to shift some of these overscas

field offices in a bid to tap emerging
markets; and

(¢) if so, the details thercof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

‘123. [FOI' answers, vide col. MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
infra.] AND TOURISM (SMT. SUKHBANS
*124 [For answers, vide col. KAUR): (a) to (c) A statement is laid on
infra.] the Table of the Sabha.
Statement

(a) Expenditure incurred on establishment of Overscas Tourist Offices under
Department of Tourism during the year 1994-95. ‘

Si.No. Operation Name of Country Location of Tourist Expenditure
Office incurred.
(Ruppes in
Lakhs)
163.40
i 1. USA New York
N America Los Angeles 38.69
2. Canada Toronto 33.19
11 UK 1. UK. London 100.89
\ o i 56.71
1. Switzerland Geneva
- Burope 2. France Paris 13498
3. Germany Frankfurt 168.63
4. Sweden Stockholm 49.50
5. Spain Madrid 18.35
6. Italy Milan zé;g
7. Netherlands Amsterdam .
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[8 AUG. 1995]

to Questions 22

| 2 2 -
v Australasia 1. Australia Sydney 70.13
2. Singapore Singapore 73.49

3. Malayasia Kuala Lumpur 21.05

\'% East Asia 1. Japan Tokyo 31.85
2. Thailand Bangkok 17.89

V.|  West Asia 1. UAE. Dubai 65.50
Bahrain 11.59

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:

(b) and (c) Location of offices is
reviewed whenever rcquired.
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SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Madam, 1
want to know whether you have shifted
the Tourist Offices in the last five or ten
years from these places which you have
mentioned because part (b) of your
answer is that the location of offices is
reviewed whenever the need arises. My
question is whether any need had ariscn
in the last five or ten years and whether
you have shifted these Offices.

Madam, this is a continuous sort of
exercise that we do. There are proposals
with us for shifting of some Offices for
relocating them as and when we feel in
arcas where the market needs more
attention from areas where the market is
mature and where we do not need the
Offices any more. If the Members want 1
can give information about the new
Offices. We have proposals for opening

an Office in Moscow, an Office in Tel

Aviv one in Johannesberg, one in Seoul
in Korea and one in South America at
the moment.

SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Madam,
am | allowed another supplementary?

THE DEPUTY . CHAIRMAN:
Actually you are not.

SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Maulana
Saheb did not ask any question.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Maulana Saheb is present. If he were

absent, then, you would have been
allowed.

st T e AR QD T (A
dfe!

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All
. right.

SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: 1 want to
know the expenditure incurred on these
Tourist Offices in all the places which
you have mentioned and in the new
places where you are trying to open the
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Offices. What expenditure have you
budgeted for the new Offices which you
have just mentioned, Mascow, Tel Aviv,
Johannesberg etc.?

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:
Madam, the expenditure that we are
already incurring, has already been given
in the answer. This is still under
consideration. We are working it out. As
soon as it is finalised, then only can we
get funds.

SHR1 JOHN F. FERNANDES:
Madam we have about 14 to 18 Offices
throughout the world. 1 happened to visit
some of these Offices. They are so
located that the people have no access to
them. So, there is a tendency on the part
of foreign nationals to go to the Indian
Embassy or to the Consulate wherever
they may be. So, I want to know from
the hon. Minister whether, to avoid this
duplication, they will see that these
counters of the Tourism Department are
transferred to the Indian Embassies or
Indian Missions where the pcople can
have proper access to information.

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:

Madam, the location of the Office is, of
course, where the place is available.

As far as shifting the counters is
concerned, there is no proposal as such.
Where we do not have Tourist Offices,
the Air India Offices do function as
Tourist Offices. They give information to
the tourists.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is
ladies’ day today for answering questions.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 24

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:
Madam, Germany stands third in terms
of the number of tourists coming to
India. About 85,000 tourists are coming
from Germany.

SHRI RAGHAVIJI: What is the
number of tourists from France?

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR: It is
about 74,000. France is at No. 4 and
Germany is No. 3.

SHRI RAGHAVIJI: And what is the
number of tourists coming from countries
at No. 1 and No. 2?

SHRIMAT! SUKHBANS KAUR: No.
1 is Britain. The number of tourists
coming from Britain is 2.44 lakhs. USA is
number 2. The number of tourists coming
from USA is 1.52 Jakhs.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Madam,
while 1 am happy that a certain amount
of expenditure is being incurred to
maintain various offices of the tourist
department, my feeling is that the
Eastern Indian places of tourist attraction
are not really highlighted in the
literature. For example, Bodh Gaya,
Darjeeling, the  Sundarbans, the
Andamans etc. should be given a very
high prominence. But 1 am surprised to
find’ that only a few thousand tourists
come to the Andamans. Similar is the
case even of the Konarak in Eastern
India. Sanctuarics in Assam are also
given the same treatment. My feeling is
that while expenditure is being increased,
it is very much biased against the Eastern
Indian places of tourist attraction.

The other aspect is that there is a
possibility of drawing in tourists from
countrics in East Asia, like Japan,
Thailand, Indoncsia and Malaysia. My
fecling is that enough is not being done
in those countries to encourage tourist
trade which could also benefit the
Eastern Indian places of tourism,
including the places like Bodh Gaya. I
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would like to have specific answers on
those points.

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:
Madam, there are actually two aspects.
One is that the publicity amount that is
spent in any country depends on the
infrastructure that is available in that
particular place. In fact, we have realised
that we are going slow on publicity,
because if we publicise some places and if
we do not have the infrastructure, it will
have a negative impact on the publicity
and on the country as a whole. So, as far
as Konarak, Bodh Gaya, Assam and the
Andamans are concerned, we have
publicity and we have brochures. For the
Andamans especially, the UNDP study is
being done. Once that is completed, then
the infrastructure will come up and only
then we will publicise it more. We are
doing it to a certain extent and we will
increase this too. As far as Konarak and
Bodh Gaya are concerned, the Buddhist
tourists arc coming there. We are
publicising it in a big way. So, I do not
think we arc lcaving the East out.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Wha
about Darjecling and the Sunderbans?
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The question is of offices in foreign
countries and the infrastructure that we
have. Accordingly, we have a market
survey on where the people are coming
from. Based on that Survey we spend
money in those countrics. But I can
assure the hon. Member that no arca is
being deliberately publicised or included
in any way.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: But therg
is no publicity of Darjeeling and the
Sundarbans.

8 AUG.

1995} to Questions 26

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR: I
will send you a copy of the brochure in
which these are mentioned.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: What is
the use of sending them, when their
publicity is not there?

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:
Madam, we have brochures and they are
sent abroad. If the hon. Members has not
been able to see it in one, it does not
mean that we have not being doing
anything.
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DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Madam,
she should answer another part of my
question. What is being done to promote
tourism to India with tourists from East
Asia coming?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Bipalab
Babu, she has said that it is not for the
Ministry here or the Minister here to
decide what should be where alone. It is
the offices there looking at the
requirements and the tourists demand.
they send the material. What is the point
in sending some material which is just
stacked over there, if there is no demand
to go to certain places? So, they do a
market survey and then accordingly, they
send it. 1 am quite satisfied with the

reply.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:
Publicity was not done. Thercfore, they
do not know about it.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Nothing
was done with regard to Darjeeling and
Sunderbans.
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SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Madam, the
flow of tourists into the country has
improved very remarkably. In this
conmection, an office had been opened
with skeleton staff with limited resources.
Every State in India has its own
peculiarity and its own things to be
exhibited. In this connection, I would like
to know from the hon. Minister what
kind of coordination is taking place
between the Central Government and
State Governments as to what kind of
things are to be exhibited outside India to
attract tourists to different parts of the
States in the country. For example, the
boat houses in Jammu and Xashmir are
very popular. Unfortunately due to the
terrorist activities in that State nobody
could go. But still they are popular. The
State of Kerala also have developed boat-
houses in a big way; and very cheap
motors have been introduced. Tourists
have been very much attracted towards
boatrace and a lot of things. So, I would
like to know from the hon. Minister
whether audio-cassettes and  other
publicity material of these boat houses
have been exhibited outside India. If so,
what are the results?

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR:
Madam Deputy Chairman, so far
attraction of foreign tourists to India is
concerned, I am happy to say that Kerala
is one of the States which is getting a lot
of publicity. 1 must also statc that the
State Government is taking a lot of
interest. The method we adopt is, we
have meetings with State Governments.
In fact, only last Saturday and Sunday we
had a meeting of the Tourism Ministers
of all the States here in Delhi for two
days. We have deliberated upon all the
aspects of various States and also on
which aspects need to be publicised. As
far as the State of Kerala is concerned
they have participated in the World
Tourism Meet held in London. They
were also at the ITB which is the biggest
travel mart in Berlin. As far as the

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 28

oackwaters of Kerala are concerned, they
arc one of the three aspects which we
havc identified. There was a seminar on
backwaters held in Cochin which I have
attended. We have given a lot of
publicity.

Here 1 would also like to mention they
the Sunderbans is also one of the
backwaters that we have identified.
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SHRI T.A. MOHAMMED SAQHY:
Madam, we have toured the north-
eastern Inda, Bihar and other places. We
will tour Tamil Nadu also. It is a place
which is a treasure of tourist importance.
When we go to Tamil Nadu, we go to
Mahabalipuram, Madurai, Kancheepuram
and other important places. They are
there in the map. But still, there are
more important places elso on the sea-
shore like Poompuhar in - Thanjavur
District. Poompuahar is a‘place which was
under the Chola Kingdom. It was the
sea-capital at that time. The city was
immersed in the sea later. Recently, the
Archaeological Department has
excavated the remains of the old city
also. A lot many people who hear of
Poompuhar visit the place. But, to our
surprise, the Tourism Department of the
Central Government has not given much
importance to that important place. I
would like to know whether the Tourism
Department will have an office to look
into the matter. They have published
literature regarding-Poompuhar where we
have the statue of Kannagi, the Queen of
Chastity, whom every Tamil adores. So, 1
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would like to know whether it will come
under the purview of the Tourism
Department, whether some development
will be made there. There is not even a
tourist Bungalow there. It is only durig

the period of our leader Dr. Kalaignar

Karunanidhi as the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu that there was some
development. He built the ruined city. 1
would like to know whether any
importance will be given to this place.
The Minister was telling us that it was the
look-out of the State Government to
develop tourism. You know pretty well
that the Tamil Nadu Government are not
making any development of the State but
they are making personal developments.
All those who are in the Governunent
.....(Interrouptions). So, will the Central
Government take care of the interest of
tourism there and do the needful?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Pleasc
leave two minutes for him to answer.
.....(Interrouptions).

SMT. SUKHBANS KAUR: Madam, |
appreciats the concern of the hon.
Member for the particular palce. But |
would appreciate more if he would just
go through the plans for tourism for in
the state.

To emphasise my point, we have giver
seven additional international flights to
Madras. There has been an increase of
over 40 per cent in the influx of foreign
tourists into Madras Airport. We have
given Rs. 2.00 crores in 1992-93, 1993-
94 and 1994-95. Each year it is around
Rs. 2.00 crores. | do not have the exact
figures because your query does not
relate to the main question, but we have
given a lot of attention to Tamil Nadu.
The Tamil Nadu Government is also
playing an active role in promoting
tourism. And as far as the brochures are
concerned, 1 wish you would go to some
tourist office and look at what we have
there. We have films, we have brochures
on Tamil Nadu and on many of your
religious places and one if. The Sunny’s

[RAJYA SABHAS ]

to Questions 36

South which includes Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Kamataka. We have a brochure
on the and ..... (Interrouptions).

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN:
But not on Poompuhar.

SHRIMATI SUKHBANS KAUR: | wouid
also iike to inform the Member that it is a
State subject. The State Govemment has
to give us proposals, and | can assure
you that whatever projects the State
Government has brought, we have
always given money for those projects. In
no way is Tamil Nadu lagging behind. in
fact it is doing very well.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
Question Hour is over.

Written answer to questions

Customs duty paid by Modiluft and
Archana Airways

*123. SHRI KANAKSINH
MOHAN SINH
MONGROLA:

SHRI CHIMANBHAI
HARIBHAI SHUKLA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) what thc total number of aircrafts
imported by Modiluft and Archana
airways during the last three years;

(b) what is the total custom duty paid
on each aircraft by each airlines; and

{c) whether it is a fact that there is a
case of evasion of customs duty by these
airlines and if so, what steps are being
taken to recover the outstanding customs
duties from these ATOs?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI MANMOHAN SINGH): (a) MA.
Modiluft have imported four aircraits and
M4. Archana Airways have imported five
aircrafts during the last three years.



