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to Questions 138

Transportation problem in Rice Export

1944. SHRI MOHAN BABU: Will the
Minister of FOOD be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are facing
problems in transporting rice from FCI
godowns to ports for export presently;

(b)whether it is a fact that FCI had not
made any strategy for food exports;

(¢c)how Government propose to ensure
that Food Corporation of India Formulates
proper contingency plans for exports of rice
in future;

(d) whether FCI will consult State
Governments like Andhra Pradesh to
coordinate such rice exports: and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF FOOD (SHRI
AJIT SINGH): (a) Food Corporation of
India has not undertaken any direct export
of rice this year on commercial basis. FCI,
however, releases rice to the exporters both
in Public as well as in Private Sector.

Though the present demand for rakes for
export is high, the availability of the same
is limited. This has necessitated a phased

programme of movement for foodgrains _

M)

€Xport purposes.

(b) and (c) Exports of foodgrains
depends on many factors like demand of
importing countries, quality specifications
required and international prices etc. FCI
has already sold about 7.00 lakh tonnes of
rice for the purpose of export, as on 31.7.95.

1fs No sale of wheat for purposes of export has

been affected so far. as prices of our wheat
have not been competitive in the

.q.rinternational market. However, of late, the

price of wheat in the international market
has firmed up and consequently, FCI has
started receiving requests for purchase of
wheal for export.

(d)Due care is undertaken while
planning releases of rice for the purpose of
export and while doing so it is ensure that
enough rice is available in the State itself to
meet their requirements of Public
Distribution System.

(e) Does not arise.




