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1995] to Questions 54

Import of Copper by VSP

2455. SHRI MOHAN BABU: Will the
Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whether Visakhapatnam Steel Plant has
imported a huge quantity of copper in 1994-95
and so far in 1995-96;

(b) if so, the reasons for such an import;

(c) whether this import of copper is the
subject of a vigilance enquiry;

(d) if so, the details thereof,

(e) the quantity of copper required for -
manufacturing purposes in any given year; and

(f) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOSH
MOHAN DEYV): (a) No, Sir. Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant has imported a Small quantity of
76.30 Metric Tonnes of Machined Copper
Mould Plates in 1994-95 valuing Rs. 1.82 crores
(FOB) and proposes to import 92.28 Metric
Tonnes during 1995-96 at an estimated value
of Rs. 1.50 crores (FOB).

(b) The Copper Mould Plates are used as
consumeables in the Continous Casting
Machine in the Steel Melt Shop and they
are not available indigenously.

(c) and (d) No Sir. There is no vigilance
enquiry on the copper imported by VSP.

(e) and (f): The average consumption of
Copper plates is 0.05 kg. per tonne of Steel. The
requirement of copper mould plates is, therefore,
worked out to about 150 Metric Tonnes per year
at the optimum level of production at the rated
capacity of 3 million Tonnes.

Construction of Guest House for the
University of Agricultural Sciences
Bangulore

2456. SHRI MAHESHWAR SINGH:
DR. BAPU KALDATE:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose 1o
sanction Rs. 250 lakhs to the University ol
Agricultural Sciences, Hebbal, Bangatore for
construction of a guest house at Bangalorc to
accommodate guests of ICAR institute who arc



