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Meeting of Indian Rice Development Council 

2558. SHRI MOHAN BABU: Will the 

Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether a meeting of the Indian Rice 

Development Council was held recently at   - 

Hyderabad; 

(b) if so, whether the Government of 

Andhra Pradesh had submitted a 

representation that small rice farmers do not 

benefit from the minimum support price for 

rice; 

(c) the manner in which Government 

propose to assist small and marginal rice 

farmers who have very little marketable 

surplus; 

(d) whether any scheme of financial 

assistance is being worked out for them; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTUkE (SHRI 

ARVIND NETAM): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. The State Government of 
Andhra Pradesh had not submitted any 
representation to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Government of India in this regard. 

(c) The resource poor small and marginal 

farmers of Andhra Pradesh are provided 

assistance through outgoing Centrally 

Sponsored Integrated Cereals Development 

Programme in ricebased cropping systems 

areas (ICDP-Rice) and the Central Sector Rice 

Minikit Programme. Under the former, 

incentives are provided to the farmers on 

certified seeds, farm implements and sprinkler 

irrigation sets. Besides, field demonstrations 

and farmers trainings are also organised. 

Paddy seed of new high-yielding varieties are 

distributed under the latter scheme. 

(d) and (e) There is no such proposal so 

far. 
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