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Extension of trains upto Dibrugarh

1944. SHRI YERRA
NARAYANASWAMY: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have decided
to introduce new train(s) and extend
running of existing trains upto Tinsukia
only and not upto Dibrugarh in 1996-97
after completion of gauge conversion
work between Dimapur and Dibrugarh; if
so, the reasons therefor;

(b) if reply to Part (a) above be in the
affirmative, what is the justification for
gauge conversion upto Dibrugarh; and

(c) whether Government propose to
review its decision and introduce/extend
new/existing trains upto Dibrugarh; if
not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Do not arise.
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Conversion of catchment areas into
reserve forest

1948. SHRI ONWARD L.
NONGTDU. Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the catchment areas in the North-
Eastern Region are being destroyed by
Jhumming; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
to acquire and convert those areas into
reserve forest; if not, the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (Capt. JAI NARAIN
PRASAD NISHAD): (a) Yes, Sir.
According to State of Forests Report,
1993 there is a loss of 635 sq. km.
forests/tree cover in North-Eastern
Region, over the last assessment. Out of



