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Conversion of catchment areas
reserve forest

1948. SHRI ONWARD L.
NONGTDU: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

into

(a) whether Government are aware
that the catchment areas in the North-
Eastern Region are being destroyed by
Jhumming; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
to acquire and convert those areas into
reserve forest; if not, the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (Capt. JAI NARAIN
PRASAD NISHAD): (a) Yes, Sir.
According to State of Forests Report,
1993 therc is a loss of 635 sq. km.
forests/tree  cover in  North-Eastern

Region, over the last assessment. Out of
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which loss of 387 sq. km. is due to
Jhumming.

(b) Central Government have no
proposal to acquire and conavert these
areas into reserved forests, as the power
to constitute reserved forests lies with the
State Governments. However, Central
Government have taken following
measures for protection and development
of forests in North-Eastern Regions:

(i) State Governments have been
requested to consider for putting a
ban on felling of green trees above
1000 metres altitude.

(ii) Central Government provides
_financial assistance to States for
development of forests, directly as
well as through North-Eastern
Council. ’

(iii) A regional office of the Ministry
has been set up at Shillong to
monitor cases under Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 and
Environment Protection Act, 1986,
as well as to improve coordination
between
Governments.

Direct train from Bhavanagar to
Delhi

1949. SHRIMATI URMILA-
BEN CHIMANBHAI PATEL:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be plecased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
is no direct train from Bhavnagar
to Delhi;

(b) whether Government have
considered the demand of the
people of this area for a direct train
made in the past; and

(¢) if so, the action taken in this
regard so far and by when a direct
train is likely to be introduced?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI SATPAL MAHARAI): (a)

to (c) Thre is no direct train.

[RAJYA SABHA]

Central . and State
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available between Bhavnagar and
Delhi. However, one II sleeper
class (GSCN) has been introduced
between Bhavnagar and Declhi by
299923/9902-990149924/30 w.e.f.
10.5.95.

At present, there is no proposal -
to introduce a direct train between
Bhavnagar and Delhi.
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