91 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI N.V. N.
SOMU): (a) No, Sir. However, -certain
financial irregularities, fraud payment and
maladministration of contract in the Office of
Garrison Engineer (West), Jabalpur in respect
of work orders supply orders pertaining to the
years 1989-90 & 1990-91 were noticed.

(b) No, Sir, Five employees including one
Store-Keeper were found responsible for the
lapses/irregularities.

(c) and (d) None of the persons found
responsible for the lapses/irregularities has
been spared. The representation of the Store-
Keeper has since been decided and the penalty
imposed upon him has been set aside.

Allocations of Funds for maintenance of
national Highways

3112. SHRI GOVINDRAO ADIK: Will
the Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government of Maharashtra
and other State Governemtn's have been
repreatedly making representations pointing
out inadequate allocations for original
construction, maintenance and repairs of
National Highways;

(b) whether according-, to State
Governmetns, the work of maintenance and
widening of National Highways has suffered
on this account; and

(c) if so, the additional funds demanded by
the State Governments this year and the
Central Governments response thereto?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT (SHRI T. G. VENKATRAMAN): (a)
to (c) Various State Governments, including
Mabharashtra, have been demanding, from time
to time, additional allocation. However, it has
not been possible to meet their demands fully
due to the continued resource crunch both for
development and maintenance of National
Highways. Nevertheless, efforts are made to
keep the national Highways in traffic worthy
conditions within the available resources. An
amount of Rs. 1920.00 laksh for development
of National Highways and Rs. 2457.00 lakhs
for maintenance (excluding flood damage
repair and special repair) have been earmarked
for the State of maharashtra during the year
1996-97.
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