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to be installed in Calcutta zone during the 
current fiscal year; 

(b) the expected backlog of applications 
for new connections by the end of the year; 
and 

(c) the measures initiated to ensure that a 
new directory is made available to subscribers 
in Calcutta zone before the end of the year? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BENI PRASAD VERMA): (a) 
55,000 Connections will be provided in 
Calcutta in the current year. 

(b) Most of the waiting list as on 1.4.96 
will be cleared during 1996-97. The expected 
waiting list at the end of the financial year 
1996-97 will be about 60,000. 

(c) The case for printing of Telephone 
Director for Calcutta Telephone District is 
under process. 

Exchange of fire between Indian and 

Pakistani troops in Siachen border 

3085. SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA: Will 
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian and 
Pakistani troops have been exchanging heavy 
fire in Siachen for over a month; 

(b) if so, the details thereof stating the 
casualties, if any, on the Indian side; 

(c) the reasons for the exchange of heavy 
fire between Indian and Pakistani troops; and 

(d) the steps have been taken to bring 
normalcy in Siachen? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
MULAYAM SINGH YADAV): (a) fe (d) 
Exchange of fire takes place routinely along 
the Actual Ground Position Line (AGPL) in 
Siachen sector. In the course of such firing, 
during the last one month, three Other Ranks 
were wounded on our side. The firing by the 
Pakistani troops has been unprovoked. In 
order to resolve the Siachen issue, several 
rounds of talks were held during the period 
1986 to 1992. Later a Non-Paper on the issue 
was also given to Pakistani Government in 
January 1994. However, there has been no 
positive response from the Pakistani side. 

Instructions to state Government to 

reduce road accidents 

3087. MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Will 
the Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have issued any 
instructions or guidelines to the State 
Governments to take measures to reduce road 
accidents in the States; 

(b) if so, the details thereof and the 
response of the State Government thereto; 

(c) whether Government propose to start a 
massive publicity campaign to increase public 
awareness of road safety measures; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT (SHRI T G. VENKATRAMAN): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The guidelines issued by the 
Government contains instructions on various 
measures like engineering, enforcement, 
educative, publicity and general aspects. The 
State Governments normally draw their own 
road Safety programmes based on these 
guidelines although they have to concentrate 
more on local problems. The reactions of the 
State Governments to these guidelines are 
reflected in various fora where road safety 
issues are discussed. 

(c) and (d) Carrying out publicity 
campaigns to increase public awareness of 
road safety measures is a continuing process. 
These measures include publicity through 
press. 

 


