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Talcher-Bimalgarh Rail Line in Orissa

3244. SHRI MAURICE KUJUR: Wil
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether any decision has been
taken for opening of new rail line
between Talcher and Bimalgarh in
Orissa;

(b) whether this demand has been
pending for the last 30 years;

(¢c) if so, the details thereof; and

¢d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) There is no

proposal to construct a railway line
between Talcher and Bimalgarh at
prescnt.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.

(d) Constraint of resources.

L.T.C. Facility fpr retired Railway
Employees

3245. SHRI S. AUSTIN: Will the

Ministecr of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether his Ministry extend L.T.C.
facility to their employees after
retirement; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SATPAL MAHARAI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Doecs not arise.

Reduction of Manpower in Railways

3246. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to statc:

(a) whether it is a fact that reduction in
manpower has affected the efficiency of
the Railways;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the
number of class I & class II officers has
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increased while the number of class 111 &
IV emplayees has decreased;

(<) if so, the details thereof;, and

(d) the steps taken to improve the
efficiency of the Railways?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) No, Sir.

(b) No, Sir.
(¢) Does not arise.

(d) A large number of steps have been
taken to improve the efficiency of the
Railways. These include increascd
utilization of assets, improving specific
fuel consumption of locomotives, phasing
out of steam traction, closing down
redundant marshalling yards, clc.
consequent to rationalisation of patterns

of traffic, better inventory management

etc.

“Shrimp Farm Trade in Tamil Nadu’’

3247. SHRI R. MARGABANDU:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state; the
reasons for encouraging the shrimp farm
trade in Tamil Nadu despite destruction
of several agricultural lands and health
hazards casused by it?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (CAPTAIN JAI NARAYAN
PRASAD NISHAD): Shrimp farming
has only been encouraged in spccific
areas which.helps in optimal utilisation of
brackish fallow lands in coastal regions
which would otherwise have remained
unutilized or under utilized. Not only
docs this generate additional employment
for people in the concerned rural arcas, it
also helps to generate valuable forcign
cxhange earnings. The union Ministry of
Agriculture has issued guidelines in
August, 1995 for development of
sustainable aquaculture to reduce the
adverse impact of waste treatment and
promote other mitigation measures.
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