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India’s Strategic Planning to counter
Chincse Threat

*19. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL:
Will thc Minister of DEFENCE be
plcased to statc:

(a) whether  Government’s  attention
has been drawn to a news-item published
in the Hindustan Times dated the 3lst
May, 1996, captioned “India lagging in
strategic planning” in dcfence as com-
parcd to China;

(b) whether it is a fact that Pakistan
has given to China a solid naval base in
Karachi, and Myanmar has permitted use
of a naval basc in Coco Island to China;

(c) whether the Institutes of Strategic
Studies in London and Washington have
also voiced concerns over India’s poor
planning; and

(d) if so, the reaction of Government
in this regard, indicating the steps taken
to face the threats to thc country’s sce-
urity?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI MULAYAM SINGH YADAV):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) There have been media reports
from time to time on possible Chinesc
collaboration with Pakistan and Myanmar
regarding acquisition and development of
basc facilitics. Government arc awarc of
extensive cooperation between China and
Pakistan and Myanmar in the ficld of
defence. Our concerns in this regard have
beeri brought to China’s attention.

(c) Government are not awarc of any
specific study conducted by these In-
stitutes. In any case, Government do not
wish to comment on the perceptions of
outsidc Institutes or on their assumptions
and analysis of India’s strategic planning.

(d) Developments  in - ncighbouring
countrics as wcll as all developments
having a bearing on the country’s sccuri-
ty. arc kept under constant review with a
view to takc appropriate mcasurcs 10
safcguard our national security intcrests.



