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Participation of Private Sector in irrigation 

projects 

16. DR. D. VENKATESHWAR RAO: Will 
the Minister of WATER RESOURCES be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have not so far 
invited Private Sector for implementation of 
irrigation projects in the country; 

(b) whether Government have taken any 
decision to open the same for multinationals 
to participate therein; 

(c) whether number of irrigation projects 
are pending for want of funds; and 

(d) how many offers have come from 
private sectors to participate in irrigation 
projects? 

THE MINISTER OF WATER RE-
SOURCES (SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA): 
(a) and (b) For examining 

e feasibility and scope of private sector 
participation in Irrigation and Multi-Pur-pose 
Projects, the Government constituted a high 
level Committee which submitted its report on 
22nd December, 1995. The Committee 
concluded that while private sector 
participation is feasible in respect of all 
irrigation (surface and ground water) and 
multi-purpose projects, it would be desirable 
to introduce this on pilot basis for selected 
projects. After finalisation of necessary 
guidelines based on the recommendations of 
the Committee, the State Governments are to 
take initiatives in respect of private sector 
participation in irrigation and multi-purpose 
projects. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

(d) No offer has been received at the 
Centre from private sectors to participate in 
irrigation projects. 

Deployment of Agni and Prithvi Missiles 

17. SHRI JANARDHANA POOJ-ARY: 
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the progress made with regard to the 
development of Prithvi and Agni missiles so 
far; and 

(b) the time by when these are likely to be 
deployed? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
MULAYAM SINGH YADAV): (a) Surface-
to-surface missile PRITHVI has been 
successfully developed. Re-entry technology 
demonstrator project 'AGNI' has also been 
successfully completed. However, AGNI 
project did not envisage development of a 
missile system. 

(b) It is not in national security interest to 
disclose such details. 

 


