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During the visit of the Sri Lankan Fore-
ign Minister, who was the first foreign
dignitary received by this Government,
both sides agreed that steps would be
taken to convene the Indo-SL Joint Com-
mission later this year.

High Rate of Accidental Deaths in Delhi

33, SHRI O.P. KOHLI: Will the
Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of accidental deaths on
the roads of Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta,
Madras, Hyderabad, Kanpur and Bangf\-
lore during the last three years uptill
Now;

(b) the reasons for high rate of acci-
dental deaths in Delhi;

(c) the measures contemplated for les-
sening the burden on the roads in Delhi;

(d) the progress made with regard to
introduction of alternative mode of trans-
port in Delhi; and

(¢) the number of persons killed by
Redline/Blueline/DTC/other vehicles in
Delhi in the last three years uptil now?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE
TRANSPORT (SHRI T. G. VEN-
KATARAMAN): (a) to (e) The informa-
tion is being collected and will be laid on
the table of the House.

Proper Maintenance of National Water-
ways
34. SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Will

the Minister
PORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Nation-
al Waterways are not being maintained
properly; and

(b) if so, the steps proposed to be
taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE
TRANSPORT (SBRI G. VENKATR-
MAN): (a) The National Waterways are
being maintained and improved by the
Inland Waterways Authority of India
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(IWAI) in a phased manner depending
on the availability of resources, physical
capabilities and other limitations. Ongo-
ing waterway maintenance activities in-
clude regular surveys, dredging, bandal-
ling, channel marking and pilotage. In
addition, terminal facilities are provided
at some locations.

(b) The IWAI have formulated a de-
tailed Action Plan for dévelopment of
Inland Waterways in the country for im-
plementation on short term (during 8th
Five Year plan period) and long term
(beyond 8th Five Year Plan) basis. Under
the short term action plan, it is pro-
posed to develop the National Waterways
No. 1 and 2 for a navigable channel with
2.00 mtrs. depth. Both these waterways
are targetted to remain open for IWT for
at least 300 days a year. In Waterway
No. 3, under short term action plan, the
waterway is planned for a navigable
depth of 2.00 meters. It is also planned to
provide necessary infrastructural facilities
like terminals, navigational aids, bank
protection etc. Under the long term ac-
tion plan, it is proposed to develop the
existing wateways No. 1 and 2 for naviga-
tion of larger vessels by providing 3
meters depth and larger channel width
and to provide mechanised terminals and
night navigational facilities based on car-
go offering. Similarly, in National Water-
way No. 3, it is proposed to depend the
channel further in the entire National
Waterway  with night  navigational
facilities and mechanised terminals.
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