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IRDP Loans to tribals of Assam 

3921. SHRI PARAG CHALIHA: Will 
the Minister of RURAL AREAS & EM 
PLOYMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether tribals of Assam are given 
loans/concessions under Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP); 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether all the districts of Assam are 
included therein; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RURAL AREAS & 
EMPLOYMENT (SHRI CHAN-DRADEO 
PRASAD VARMA): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) to (d) IRDP is a centrally sponsored 
scheme under which loan and subsidy is 
provided to families living below poverty line 
in rural areas for acquiring income generating 
assets. 

During 1995-96 total funds amounting to 
Rs. 3186.62 lakhs (Centre and State share) 
were given to all the Districts of Assam for 
subsidy under IRDP. Credit to the tune of Rs. 
4117.79 lakhs was also provided by the 
Banks. 

A total No. of 59030 families of be-
neficiaries were assisted out of which 14201 
were Scheduled Tribe families. 

Drilling of oil wells in Orissa 

3922. SHRIMATI JAYANTI PAT 
NAIK: Will the PRIME MINISTER be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose to drill 
wells in the offshore Bhubaneswar/ Paradip 
area and the Mahanadi basin in Orissa; 

(b) if so, the oil company entrusted with 
the task; 
 

(c) the assistance allocated to the con-
cerned oil company to drill wells; and 

(d) the details of programme drawn up by 
Government for drilling wells in those areas? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI T.R. BAALU): (a) 
to (c) Oil India Limited (OIL) has planned to 
drill one exploratory well in the North East 
Coast offshore in Mahanadi basin in Orissa 
during the current year 1996-97 and a 
provisional outlay of Rs. 47.89 crores has 
been made for this purpose during this year. 

(d) OIL had drilled 4 wells in the 
Mahanadi onshore, 7 wells in Mahanadi 
offshore and 4 wells in North-East coast 
offshore in the Mahanadi basin in Orissa 
without any commercial hydrocarbon dis-
covery. 

After integrating and studying all the 
available information, OIL has now planned 
to drill one more exploratory well in the 
North-East coast offshore during the year 
1996-97. Further exploration programme in 
this area will depend upon the results of this 
well. 

 


