95 Written Answers

(DR. Y.K. ALAGH): (a) As on 31.3.96 there
were 8 projects in the public sector which had
time overrun of 60% and incurred only 5% or
less of their latest approved cost.

(b) and (c¢) In February 19%, the
Government accepted, in principle, the
suggestions of the Group of Ministers on
specific measures to cut delays in the
implementation of central sector projects. One
of the suggestions relates to weeding
out/transferring to Joint/Private sector of the
projects which arc making slow progress in
various sectors. Broad features of the proposal
are that the projects which would be
considered for weeding out/transfer are those
on which expenditure incurred is 5% or less
even after 60% of the gestation is over. List of
projects would be drawn up keeping in view
the resource crunch and other relevent factors
such as the strategic importance of the project,
constraints in land acquisition, change in
government policies/market coal backward
and forward linkage, etc. Ministries/
Department have been asked to reprioritise
their ongoing projects in the light of the
decision of the Government.

(d) No project has been identified under
Govt. decision of February, 1996, as yet.
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World Bank Assistance for Slum
Improvement

3827. SHRI LACHHMAN SINGH: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether World Bank has any
scheme for financial assistance to States
for slum improvement;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) whether any amount has been

sanctioned to Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh for slum improvement; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF URBAN AFFAIRS &

EMPLOYMENT. (DR. U.
VENKATESWARLU): (a) The World



