143 Written Answers
Estimated Production of Pulses

4034. SHRI JANARDHANA POOIJ-
ARY: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) what is the estimated production of
pulses in the country during the current
year; and

(b) what measures Government pro-
pose to take to meet the shortfall and
also to control the prices?

THE MINISTER OF A AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI CHATURANAN MISH-
RA): (a) For the Current year, 1996-97,
the target of pulses producrion in the
country has been fixed at 17.00 million
tonnes. It is, however, too early to indi-
cate the estimates of production during
the current year. During the last year,
1995-96, the total pulses production was
about 14.97 million tonnes.

{(b) In order to increase the production
of pulses in the country a Centrally Spon-
sored National Pulses Development Pro-
ject (NPDP) is being implemented in 26
States/UTs. Through this scheme assist-
ance is provided for production and dis-
tribution of seeds, rhizobium culture,
Sprinkler sets, Improved Farm Imple-
ments etc. In addition, field demonstra-
tions and farmers’ trainings are being
organised for the effective transfer of
improved pulses production technology.

To augment the supply of pulses and
control the prices their import is being
made at reduced import duty of 5%
under OGL.
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Loss of lives/property etc. by natural
calamities

4037. DR. MOHAN BABU: Wil the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) the loss of livestock/property/
standing crops in various States on
account of heavy rains/floods/cyclones
during the last three years, year-wise and
State-wise;

(b) the assistance provided during this
period; and

(c) the steps proposed for permanent
solution 1o this problem?



