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| Sugarcane Production
State 1994-95 1995-96
(Advance

Estimate)

15. Tamil Nadu 352.36 284.00
16. Uttar Prades 1099.07 1128.39
17. West Bengal 6.49 10.52
18. Others 5.50 5.50
ALL INDIA 2712.28 2673.84

Opening of Wagah Border Route for
Indo-Pak Trade

80. SHRI K.R. MALKANI: Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Govern-
ment are considering the opening of
Wagah border route for Indo-Pak trade;

(b) whether Government would
consider making the Wagah route open-
ing conditional on Pakistan agreeing to
open the Gadro route on Rajasthan-
Sindh border, for trade and traffic; and

(c) if not, the reason therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
BOLLA BULLI RAMAIAH): (a) and
(b) Requests received from Indian trade
and industry for opening up of Wagah
border for overland trade with Pakistan
are being looked into but no decision has
been taken thereon so far. As regards
opening up of the Gadro route, a com-
munication on the subject had been sent
to Pakistan in January 1995 proposing
bilateral discussions which has not been
responded to from the Pakistani side.

(c) Does not arise.
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Labour Force in India

133. SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD:
DR. SHRIKANT
RAMCHANDRA JICHKAR:

Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased to state:

(a) the figures of the organised and
unorganised labour force in India as on
the 1st June, 1996, all categories;

(b) what are its estimates by the end of
the Eighth Plan; and

(c) the reason for labour force not
growing as per expectations during the
Eighth Plan period?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR
(SHRI M. ARUNACHALAM) : (a) and
(b) Figures of organised and unorganised
labour force in India as on 1st June, 1996
are not available, By the end of the
Eighth Five year Plan total employment
is envisaged as 344.7 million.

(c) Estimate of total employment in the
country is made on the basis of the
quinquennial surveys conducted by the
N.S.8.0. The latest such survey con-
ducted relates to the period 1993-94 and
the one prior to this relates to 1987-88.
While the estimates based on 1987-88
survey are available, those based on the
1993-94 survey are not yet available. It
will be possible to assess the performance
of the economy on the employment front
during the period 1987-88 to 1993-94 only
when the latter estimates are available.
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Withdrawal of Levy on Sugar

135. SHRI JALALUDIN ANSARI:
SHRI N. GIRI PRASAD:

Will the Minister of FOOD be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
withdraw levy on sugar and allow sugar
mill owners to sell their entire stock in
the open market;

(b) if so, whether Government proposc
to discontinue the supply of sugar
through Public Distribution System; and

(¢) if not, how Government propose to
procure sugar to maintain the supply
through public distribution System?

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND
THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI DEVENDRA
PRASAD YADAYV): (a) No, Sir.

(b) No, Sir.
(¢) Does not arise.

Expert Committee on Small Scale Enter-
prises
136. SHRI GHUFRAN AZAM: Wil

.the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government had consti-
tuted an Expert Committee on Small
Scale Enterprises;

(b) if so, whether Government have
recently asked the Committee to give
their recommendations on small scale
Industries; and

(¢) if so, what other steps Government
propose to take to promote small scale
Industries in the country?



