Oral Answers

. RAJYA SABHA
i\
the 15th July, 1996/the 24th

Asadha, 1918 (Saka)

: House met at the eleven of the
«« . Mr. Chairman in the Chair.

AL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Radical Changes in P.D.S.
<:JRI GHUFRAN AZAM:

lay,

HRI H.
HANUMANTHAPPA:
i} the Minister of CIVIL

PLIES, CONSUMER AFFAIRS
t PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be
d to state:

* \fvhether Government propose to

- radical changes in the country’s
»{ Distribution System so as to
[ e maximum benefit to the poor
EY:=R

{f so, the details thereof;

whether the views of Panchayat
‘oluntary Organisations engaged
ng the standard of poor people
(be taken into account; and

if so, the details thereof?

¢ MINISTER OF FOOD AND

JTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,

;UMER AFFAIRS  AND

.IC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI

ENDRA PRASAD YADAV):

‘to (d) Government proposes to

samline the PDS with its focus on

e poor. The details are being

srked out in consuitation with the
P~ Cavernments.

“ommodities under P.D.S.

.~ SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN:

v the Minister of CIVIL
PLIES, CONSUMER AFFAIRS

D PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be
sed to state:

details of the commodities being
.ibuted under P.D.S.;

J) whether the
mmodities  under

prices of
P.D.S. were

[15 JULY 1996]

to Questions 2

constant during last three years or
they had increased, if so, by how
much;

(c) the States which are supplying
rice, wheat at below the prices fixed
by the Central Government for P.D.S.
and rate of such supply in the States;
and

(d) whether the Central
Government are considering to have
uniform prices under P.D.S.
throughout the country?

THE- MINISTER OF FOOD AND
MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES.
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI
DEVENDRA PRASAD YADAV):
(a) to (d) A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.

Statement

(a) The Central Government makes
available the essential commodities,
namely, rice, wheat, sugar, imported
palmolein, soft coke and kerosene oil
to States/UTs for distribution through
the Public Distribution System (PDS).

(b) The details of Central Issue
Prices (CIP) for PDS commodities
during the last three years are given in
Statement-1 see below. It is observed
that the CIP of rice, wheat and sugar
have been increased once during the
last three years whereas there has
been no increase in CIPs of kerosene
oil and soft coke.

<) and (d) The Central
Government issues rice and wheat at
uniform Central Issue Prices as
mentioned in Statement-1. However,
some State Governments like Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Orissa,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are
supplying rice and wheat at. below the
Central Issue Prices as per details

" given in Statement-II.
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Statement-1
The details of the Central Issue Prices of PDS commodities during the last three years abE¥:

as follows:—
(Rs. per quintal)*
PDS R.P.DS.
Commodity Effective from Common Fine S. Fine Common Fine S. Fine
1. Rice 11.1.1993 437 497 518 387 447 468
01.2.1994 537 617 648 487 567 598
2. Wheat 11.1.1993 330 280
01.2.1994 402 352
3. Levy Sugar 17.2.1993 Rs.8.30 per kg.
01.2.1994 Rs.9.05 per kg.
Bulk 15 Kg. tin
(Rs. per tonne)
4. Imported edible 04.1.1992 22,000 25,000
oils 21.7.194 24,000 27,000
5. Kerosene 01.10.1993 Rs. 2,530/- Per kilo litres.
6. Soft coke 27.5.1982 Rs. 175 per tonne.
Statement-11
s
State Rice (Rs. per kg.) Wheat (Rs. per Kg.)
Common Fine Super
Fine
Andhra Pradesh® 2.00 — —
Karnataka** 3.20 2.00
Orissa-+ (*)2.00
(+)5.12
Tamil Nadu 2.00 3.75 3.75
Gujarat*** 2.00
Maharashtra @4.40 to 3.00
5.50

Andhra Pradesh® White card holder whose annual income is Rs. 11,000/- per annum a’r{d

below. ”‘

Karnataka ** For Green card holders with annual income of less than Rs. 6,400/-

Orissa (*) “Release for hunger” programme @ 10 kg. per family.
{+) Another 10 kg. per family.
Gujarat*** “Food for poor programme” Govt. of Gujarat scheme.

Maharashtra @ LT.D.P. Areas only.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 61
and Question No. 62 are related to each
other. So 1 can club them together;

dom’t want to come before Pa. o
This statement was made by the Minisy
about 15 days ago. The Department

otherwise, there would be repetition of
the supplementaries. Both the Questions
relate to the PDS and the subject-matter
is the same.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Sir,
this Government is in the habit of making
statements outside Parliament. They

made a statement outside Parliament
about 15 days ago that the PDS would be
streamlined? What are the defects which
they have found? What are they g9ing to
streamline? Sir, without these details they
make statements outside Parliament.
They say that they propose to streamline
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the PDS after consulting the State
Governments. Sir, they had a meeting
with all the Chief Ministers. I would like
to know whether this subject has been
discussed and whether any proposals have
come. The Minister should give all these
details. He cannot just say “We are
streamlining”. What is wrong with the
existing PDS?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put your
question.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Sir, 1
am putting my question. Why are they
keeping the Parliament in dark?

it 254 JHIE gEed: gwHfa HEied, SR
# B Y A8 ¥ fe Trea W W @ 9
@ B FE AuER F W W I fred
A 4-5 o€ | R I ¥ wh ww g=m
i 1 FhE g u s wlifre w, fral
PR FoFow@e N N geak B, dedow@e R
geg ¥ a8, § fab swew | a2
Eal § df WA wSE A WE @ S
g GfEl 7wt faeer sorek: #f e @
W & AR E A WREE W gire W g
SR arelt geraen sk wet B faad <@
R ol Ry S 9 W W ErR e @

Wit ertE A T wEee A R ik
4 3l s gord F gerfEal F when ¥ 3
SRE @ T oo S Wi Y s @ra e
21 7® A Faa wERE Aee 21 X www €
gq aiY ¥ I9F gEa w et afs e e
aItE famr Yo @ AgeR o w6 IR W
@ T F S e A ¢, 3 o T O
T UQ) WAE @ T w®A FeEl we R
T ¥ Jorw ¢ e ¥ weA & wf sk
g e % I SR S A g

sft ¥=e gguAAT: W wuNfa S,
MY A ¥ e A TEE RN gERtE &
e o TE W, 39 O gEatdl ¥ @rm
R | a8 WEE a oei? el Wl 3W s H g
e o @ ) 9ed A9 € W aifefanie
F O W@ AR of W uldarte da o
¢ W% i Ig% N ¥ 9 fGErR s W
oF |

{15 JULY 1996]

to Questions 6

st W2 wAR TEm: B ¥

ofi ¥a- Tgoeun: gonfEl ¥ o W
e W@l T o, fage |mr gan, g A
qfetarte Hsd & @y W T@ AW This is

only a clarification on this first answer.

it 39} W UEE: I e 9w faud
o fo6 o @Aa ¥ AR R WA = 3K
G e W GE HE W PR ST 3N
a0 ¥ ¥ el W@ ¥ Tl wEwR el ¥
U % fau FodEet ¥ wWeR ¥ 9w
o ¢ o WER W w9 A% 9 &
fq o g mifE ad ¥

T WeE Y 9@ ¥ R o' wEa @ a2
%39 TmE W gE w9 % W@ oaed g

‘The Conference of the Chief Ministers
proposed to streamline the Public Dis-
tribution System with focus on the popu-
lation below the poverty line and issue
foodgrains at a specially subsidised price.
& e, W Al gEntE 3 ' e @)
59 tEu # geutal ¥ 3 g @ R #)
The Chief Ministers, however, felt that as
a large section of the pupulation who
may be above the poverty-line is also at
present getting the benefit of the Public
Distribution System, suitable measures
should be taken to ensure availability of
the essential commodities at reasonable
prices to this section. The Chief Ministers
also suggested that before finalising the
below the poverty-line population, their
States should be consulted.

Foez few wu) gl & F®_ W oW
Fr—They are on themr own. But this
Government is there because of them.
So, they are demanding their pound of
flesh. 1 want a clear assurance from the

Minister.
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: 1 do not
know whether there is a point of order.
But it is unfair to cast aspersions on the
Chief Ministers ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: He is not
casting aspersions...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please allow the
Member to finish ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERIEE:
He has used the words ‘pound of flesh’.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1t is not unpar-
liamentary at all...(Interruptions)

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: He has
not referred to the West Bengal Chief
" Minister...(Interruptions)... -

st WgwE Teltu: HE & w9 U D
#eg! ... (T=IGH) ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr.
. thappa, please conclude.

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Ac-
tually, my friends are still adjusting to
being on the ruling side. They think that
they are in the opposition front. Sir, the
assurance that 1 wanted from the hon.
Minister was that while consulting the
Chief Ministers of States he would also
consult Parliament. This was my ques-
tion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay...

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: Sir,
this question is only arising out of his
- answer. My second supplementary is,
while streamlining the Public Distribution
System, there is a small hitch in the
present PDS while covering the tribal
areas. In Orissa, Bihar and other States,
the PDS benefits,
- Government i$ claiming that it would

Hanuman-

reach the PDS to the poorest of the poor, |

are not reaching the tribal people of
" these areas. It is because the PDS men
do not have the transportation facilities
to take the foodgrains to the habitats of
tribal areas. They expect the tribals to
come to the stores which are miles away
from their places. They have to walk the
distance. If the PDS man is asked, he
says that the transportation charges are

[RAJYA SABHA]

about which every '

to Questions 8

not covercd in the overhead expenses and
that is why he is not able to take the
foodgrains to the habitats. So, I would
like to know from the hon. Minister,
when he has committed here and has
claimed that the PDS should reach the
poorest of the poor, whether he would
include the transportation charges so that
every habitat of the tribal areas can get
the foodgrains through the PDS.

st 3Bz waR TqEE: Il TR, gEEE
oy A geiiel |y & Ry ofteeT srawn
# e FA F o F faF e R}, oww o
aEse AR goel ®, 3@ ) ufew ¥

uh dfew ¥ Tou wER SR gEU Wfem
3} S afew =T Fealcio]
| &9 aeq ¥ 6 enfed % FHE

4 | uffaen Sae, SO E-ate %
, Md-de ¥ Reg ¥ 9w = % e ww
oA foudide # o € ol Tl feudie e
I NAEE FA & g L 89 IREET AT
N Pgge A C M e TR WY B
i F) el AE @, o Fifdld 9 9 39
fan o v % we € 3R vy oftwed saEen
# S TEE gel A ISk W s e W
afterdt dw= = faw fen, ond @ 2w F
775 sk AR G Fo He & Fafa
afer snfeart e o i |anl
e wen H§ qedoume w1 v iy
fou us o7 A & OfF 98 wiw
oW & gl W wafa A § sed
it ¥ g ® Wi
st ¥ FAWAAUW: qfdanic # FHe W
i |

ot 3R TWE A S B oandt wew
o e 1 F wEa § S o e wew
YN YT IS A HE I I S
@ #{ 9 onft uw W F iR T =

i

:

Ep
2 o

4
!

i

]

S W uweR e @ ok o Ui '

quedl o & ol A o em =R f aeE
aeEl # ol W T e § o) e Tl
& 3y fGw ¥ FOR wH I3 FE K
TA-for Aol F GeE W TH S S e
et B, T A ¥ I T TR AN 9 |

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, 1 would like to know
through you from the hon. Minister, who;
is claiming that this Government is for] =

_ the poor, whether the statement made
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recently that they are going to supply
foodgrains at the subsidised prices
through the Public Distribution System to
those below Rs. 10,000 level is right.
Rupees ten thousand per annum is no
income at all these days. Even the
minimum wage is fixed at Rs. 10,000 per
annum.

If they exclude them, a large number
of people whose income is just above Rs.
10,000~ but who are below the poverty
line would not get the benefit of PDS.
Therefore, I would like to know whether
the policy of the Government is going fo
help the poor people.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Is Rs.
10,000~ the annual income or income per
month?

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: It is per
annum. So, people whose income is
above Rs. 10,000~ are being excluded.
The annual income for the green cardhol-
ders in Karnataka is Rs. 6,000-. We are
trying to give rice at a subsidised rate of
Rs. 2/ per kilogram. It is going to benefit
a large section of poor people. I would,
therefore, like to know from the
hon. Minister whether the Government is
considering bringing all those people who
are not income-tax payees under the
subsidised public distribution system.

st ¥ woR UEa: evald ",
AP W@ W ¥ waer wea § R 1993
ardfr fame sonelt & wEa ¥ e difa @
F ¥ Gew ¥ BhEl w5 wifa H @dE @
an R | 39 fOl B wnfm aieE & g9 W f
srren s &1 weferg andt W Refier W
Y frafRa =& frg 2 oER & O F= fag
¥ 38w o ¥ fOR N e T W o
s 21 R f W aR-yE fag € R #
a5 e af FOT W, @a G # S #
ma ¥ R Yiler g W SR owRE S
Faq fafma Dom = oam @, 39 9 el
W B vgEn B, TEE fon Wl € 93
gweg 2 wA fofe YOm @ aa R, W
*pan FEE, I T F T e Sra
0T 2 1 AR & g9y F andt 9 Suen vl
& fem %) Tk Y9 ¥ wH STUE U9 S @
4

[15 JULY 1996}

to Questions 10

sft X iz weerl: gedt g awr SEm
@ waEe

oft TR WA TEA: @ AW F TN 40
sforera & el Yan ¥ AR ¥ ey e
%ﬁaﬂfiﬁé%wﬁﬂmaﬁﬁﬂéém
e go W RIS ¥ @ oo ke 9
F TEW 2, T Ik ™ W W ¥ gafau
Afm A0 W g9 anft 7 ®Y €1 o= e
g ah, gsf sifgm Fvlw e s owdm

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: I would
like to know from the hon. Minister
whether there are four States which are
giving foodgrains, particularly rice and
wheat, at a subsidised rate which is lower
than the rate fixed by the Central
Government under the public distribution
system. 1 would also like to know as to
how many cardholders in' Karnataka and

Andhra Pradesh have benefited from the
said concession.

ot 37 yOE WEE: wANa vEew |R U
S W, wew, I IR afrerg D w9
frl W o Y Ioe Iuee O w ¥ YW ue
P Aol A ¥ W @ ¥ i
GoryT W Usg % € Iue wisue % O 9gq
FF T T R A TN A R E
% TS WFHER H FH 8| U8 T @FK &
SAfGFER &1 T TR AR A N FogE
2 30 98 @ eE S 2 ) ¥ WEN 0 TN
9 R | A A}[® B

st v fidg: swq, SR dedtonme
foem Qupl €3 & Hror eriedl & St o
foern aifew, ¢ o o B o @ # sk W
& W dSume few & W el T
e B 9 frea @1 39 el gew ogawn
¥ FRU A W B o wgEr fea §)
gofere & AR TR St ¥ I wm e wn
FaA Fodleurne faRd H T % S T
e F4) Ak TG TG AN o O
& 9 sftaq fefe O arl # T w9
TG F G 5T FE O 9% R 3 o

8 W I avEw 39T [ ANt @iE 9%
AR, W19 € GO W4 48 ¢ 6 e & foa

¥ wwet ¥ Yo IR S @ art el and

F A W e syeen #0d S @ sk

arftor &5 3§ A S ol B W wEr A
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A FE A T W T NSNS GG
A @ e § gy Wl St & g S a=H
3aE SAm?

sit ¥z, WO Tgw: gl TReE, T
oW R A Agd & A= R e S s
sFwe STHdEe @ o St fararm woreh & HEm
¥ ol <t WA geE 7€ I o W] ¥,
FR wEw A A wewa §) AR WER F
femrde B T oy A2 al% @ ond
21 7€ 33 ¥ Ug A AR ¥ afs aEstE
foraor SRt =W TS @R AT UER 1 TR W
apR 34 fagn & A st FOR FER ISAT 2B
A g g WA F fom ge-dwed ¥

ot Tormy fhg: ¥ @ @@ 9% Fe wwa §
fF 3R a9 W0 9 | WeHa € A WER W
30 W fFErn w= =few) ¥ ogEo ww 9
oot woe®t & At o wed R undior A &
A YeeTE D ], T WER IEH G HOR?

oft Pz wER AEE: TR w@eE, T
HeE H W gE 69 § 9% o & defia ?1
= o sonelt A Yo s | efim
e ¥ Y 9B WY ¥ A B W 82 &
geny ¥, wof = §, 1A it apdr o
¥ - foediegea ¥, 9 o9 o § W@ R
gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Onward L.
Nongtdu.

st W Fm: 78 wa @ froya wmw @
.. (TEAGA)....

MR. CHAIJRMAN: Kindly sit down.

N TR fE: o' @ @ ww ¥ wia )
% fou oTem @ WA ) w0 ANYEEEAG 82 98
el o wfw & A v W ¥

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down.

st v fire: @ @ ifame ww R

oit mar flg: vk TéeE, SaE @
afe |

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 have
another Member to ask question.

SHR1 ONWARD L. NONGTDU:
Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Public Distribu-

asked

tion System in the North-East of India is __1

[RAJIYA SABHA]

to Questions 12

not working well and it is not up to the
mark due to the fact that there is a
collaboration between the Fair Price
Shop dealers and the wholesalers and
stockists. 1 would like to know whether
the Minister is aware of the fact that
there is a proposal from a voluntary
organisation that the Fair Price Shops
should be run and managed by women.

o 23z wWIE AEa: W ees, N g
% & frr fen o fr vl 30 dRodt FA R
SExd BT | S WA el Sl gge @om, 39
@ fEm w0 3R TS ¥ SRER SueeIH
Fh 30 Ten @ wd w07 gwEr ¥ fEods
S yEfa @9w @R ®Y eRa w0,
fgsftn #0311 wila @g@w Y 99 ISSmn
ofecnsl w1 wrie® & W&y ¥, sweE R
- 01 9o & TeUd ¥ W ER W fER
F 3k W fEn § wA Sorm ¢« safag S sf
g A9 AW, W @R R

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: The re-
vamping of the Public Distribution Sys-
tem involves two basic issues. One is the
proportion of people below the poverty-
line. One sees a number of different
figurcs floating around. I would like to
know from the hon. Minister, Sir, as to
what is the proportion of people below
the poverty-line for the country as a
whole they have in mind for the revamp-
ing of the Public Distribution System.

The second issue is that a revamped
Public Distribution System would involve
a much larger amount of procurement of
food grains than we have been doing in
the recent past. Sir, I would like to
know, through you, from the hon. Minis-
ter whether any thought has been given
by the Government as to how this much
larger amount of procurement, that the
new system will requir, will be procured?
Do they envisage an element of compul-
sion in procurement from farmers to
ensure that this supply becomes avail-
able?

sfi 3a= W] qEA: WAGfd HEigH, WA
o sga @ gt wew ¥ afE W
AN T T IR & gEfen 3 @t
FHIA F O o T SEEd @ ¥ e



13 Qral Answers

@ % Hed d W a9y Sad F omw i
%-9% FE W fF oS e g9
... (HEg)

st @AYl AT 40 9
(=aam)

sft 38 e aEe: A s@ Q@ g7 i)
g9 ¥ =W "a Ffag L (SIagmE)

sft @Al ImaETe: g fie S o way ¥
30 gz faRm faey & owedl @m
(=Fg™)

oft 3@z wARE =T R U QR a= 1 f
S o sew g oL, (smauaE)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hc has not said
anything so far. Let him say ....(Interrup-
tions)...

Ml wAe AmEen: AE AEe usd %E 9%
g

st W7 AR aEE: W uw @ oaw
e Bl @R 9%l F oenelw ¥ w9
Ght 1 & weET afy vl B warn S § 6
YA HH TEER B andt S wnhin saive
# W A g7-88 #F ¥ A o IR

Fo-FS ST ® TOOU T AW TR §&R §9
fogatl W fa=m S @ &1 30t 9% M dem W=

gu ¥ I S ot F X e €1 D0 S
¥ e ¥ g A % AN 6 W 24 I
ofiam §, o 40 skae & W e ©
f g RIS & gou offhem ¥, sHifere &9
o QEgE O FaER e W % TR w©
g il = frafoor s @, o wEifga e
FIH TR EFd FE B AEE o1 g
gea o andt yoiforg &9 ¥ 9 e 3w =€
g1 e I w1 B wedl ¥ o f gEe
Frafr 6 # s @ag st w6 o AliE
waEe PR eaR Wi ¥ U 9Eihs
Faidfaa RO st &9 9 T e &8
wFy ¥ ...(=magm)

MR. CHAIRMAN: What about pro-
curement?

il 3@ g uRE: Wl weE, qEu
I o1 FEde % Wew H, el W
THEGE | YRd R By W @ R 9
e 399 B W@ @ gE o sz @ agrn

[15 JULY 1996)

o0 Questions 14

Y, BN 36 R ¥ W@ wed W @ ¥ %
S ) SPE Y | Hee o 3T Wi
21 ome & wmd ¥ @ vl T8en g 9rE
i serw ¥, wWee |, 9 @ wm MR

SHRI SURINDER KUMAR SING-
LA: Chairman, Sir, the question is diffe-
rent. The first question is whether the
revamped PDS would require a larger
procurement or not. The second question
is whether this larger procurement would
even be enforced on the farmers to pro-
cure, if that is not coming. These are the
two questions, if I remember correctly.

5t AW wER EE: I TERd, THHE
HeE @ S fasr @ 3R 89 wewa ¥, o
it g dledlouge ¥ SHfgater woredt ¥ 44
g 29 9 @ w@Id Ad R, Qedewme ¥ N
S g@e A H @ua e 140 @@ A
gt 21 ... (FHEHA) ... -l TR e
& 210 @@ @, SFF S s 3% W fafgEm
& ? 98 140 T 29 ¥ i IR T ¥ fF
S SN W eI S | HERR 39 fawn O
Fo o B B T} e TR B g
@ 21 39 TO@ W e SR § fam
i fafred S=ka A off g8 g2 A et
a fam mn }) FR SR 3 9 wufiea |
faar @ weifae 3@ fen ¥ S st wmw TR
FA 0 T w ) W e W R, S
MY FFd T W T

sfi gog R wm: @ ow R
(=aam)

st 3z R TEE: WY °% ? o
... (EagH) ...,

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Sir, the
existence of PDS is based on the supply
of essential commodities by the Govern-
ment of India. In the past also when the
procurement price increased, the issue
price also relatively increased and the
incrcase was passed on to consumers. In
fact, what you are doing is that you are
paying more price to the farmers and
passing that on to the consumers and the
consumers have to bear all the burden.
Even the statistics show an increase of 30
to 40 per cent every year. In reality, the
prices of the commodities available
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through PDS increase repidly. I want to
know from the Minister whether deviat-
ing from the past, you will see to it that
the issue price does not increase periodi-
cally and that you will bear the burden
on the subsidy or not. (Interruptions)
‘You’ means the Government of India.

sht 2z WU gEE: qvnfa Afey, A
W S Vg TV R § 39 ITER W
R 2w F e H Y[ WA ¥ ond dgw
§¥] WiEE = W 402 397 W fEea ¥ W@
TE A FR USH, FET TG G W AT 2|
FHF2 Taw # a9 o @ SR S T4
wE ¥ A Fgm TR frew FE ¥ T3
wEE A T N i e R ¥ D 3
ooq wElt s w5 § ol go o wE ¥
W W W W % e Rk ?) @ T
&9 § wft ope AN @ g [ T ¥ AfRE
T GEHL SO TR | Wa g e e
& ¥ T2 T Tl F Al F s
tfrm stk AT RRET @
frem &% e odE B 9@ FR@ wWA R

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: You are
increasing the issue price. It was so even
in the past. Will you restrict it? (Interrup-
tions)

oft 23X qWIE AEA: VY TEH T TEF F
e S0 fFm TN R 9R AR S S
e €1 R T R A A I I = w @
¥ fou ¥ § afs ot wla wew s 2w
¥ | A S uiel )R F sfe g ™
2 A & s =mew € fe 402 T3 sfa fiea g
¥ T ¥ ag WIS TR TEW ¥ I WRA WER
Y Wit fer R Reeh § Fw 427 T wfa
Frazer ¥ S T W@R Y feeg Rewr ?) @@
aw M ¥ qw A Tl # w=iew ¥ 443
w9y Aaea §, o 9T w9 I aem
oifeg SIS A T A T R W &
WA W @ WA § afe TEEE weel
A & W) L. (FEER)... TR T G
wAm et o X wm ka  R shoge
& & wa W o ¥

it wedtyr JBETEA: W W P W W R
RgEm # oA 99 TEa @ W IR WEHEL T
am % g ok Sme W@ & = R ¥

[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 16

st W wEE qRA: WG W Y O @
e i) e 21 Vg9 5¥Y EW NG WTER
o WA 1 RE WER F I o P o F
402 9 W faea g @ T FaifRa = @
3 .. (zEEm)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have called Mr.
Gurudas Das Gupta. (Interruptions)

st 3= v AEE: F AN FEAN '@ §
fr 402 T R W A WRA WEL A N F TH
FaiRe & @ ¥

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA: Sir,
I welcome the statement of the hon.
Minister, which is unabmiguous, that they
would like to review the public distribu-
tion system; but the statement is too
general. The most important question
is : Will the Government consider sup-
plying a number of essential items
through PDS to the poverty-stricken peo-
ple at a reduced price? At the present
moment, the prices of commodities sup-
plied thorugh PDS are also quite high.
Therefore, will the Government consider
reducing the price of some of the essen-
tial items supplied through PDS? This is
the first patt of my question. The second
part of my question is, it is known to
everybody that the question of poverty is
being determined in an arbitrary way in
the country. There was an attempt in the
past to underplay the problem of poverty
in this country. Therefore, I would like to
know—the Government will definitely
take steps to determine—how the
Government is going to determine the
poverty level before extending this par-
ticular supply of essential commodities at
reduced prices. The third part of my
question is what those items are that they
would like to supply to these poor people
as and when determined by the Govern-
ment. So, 1T would like to know whether
the prices of these commodities would be
reduced and what these commodities
would be. T would also like to know how
you are going to determine the .line of
poverty. '

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOW-
DHURY: And what is the definition of
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essential commodities? ...{Interrup-
tions)...

sft 2¥x war uEEm: awefa mdEm, ©
aay wE wE F fFEr ¥ S uerie e b
¥ sy am 2, oal @ T W guE gra Ry
¥ oK oe wria weE ¥ T N R @ e
R anft guil 9, IR § g o RQE o
21 wq 1993 ® Al g Haerm g
¢ gea uhE @ ofifa @ RS & wer o @
fF 99 aF GWSl % Q9A T B AR
foazor womelt ¥ dfgd A fer Smom @| W=
Frdq anif =t = Iuee FOA & fZw & ondt
F¥ Fam Gvg T4 21 T¢ R ?, a0 Saen
T 21 8 @ o Een G| AE T W
off §a A Heapl fawy & @6 and S wmA
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? ok ugeE s W dwww W dedeume
fren & R & oK & 39 o Tdet #)
W % e 9 w©Y I Sl @ e e | R
arFit T X fam SR @t @ s o | Sh
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® W AR I wET #H weAfa @ s sk wd
= & gen 9t %t 77 ) 39d wewe @ s
gioife avil a% famier oo &) wenfly Tua
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W @ & ua foo st & Y T W IS
[ FX T gEw 10l W F AN '
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R W ¥ w9 9E|d @ o 3R IwF ag
s W Ay

*63. [The questioner (Shri Rajubhai A.
Parmar ( was absent for answer, vide col.
29 infra.]

Delicencing of Industries

*64. SHRI V. RAJESHWAR RAO:
DR. SHRIKANT RAMCHAND-
RA JICHKAR:

Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
delicence some more industries;

(b) if so, the industries likely to be
delicenced; and

(c) by when this new policy will come
into effect?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI MURASOLI MARAN): (a) to
(c) At present, there is a short list of 15
industries under compulsory licensing.
The process of reviewing the list of items
retained under compulsory licensing is an
ongoing process.

t+ The question was actually asked on the floor
of the House by Dr. Shrikant Ramchandra
Jichkar.

DR. SHRIKANT RAMCHANDRA

JICHKAR: The Hon. Minister has said
that the question of reviewing the list is

an ongoing process. Sir, we know that it
is an ongoing process. We ask this ques-
tion because now the Government has
changed. So, what is there in their mind?
We want to know what is there in their
mind? The Finance Minister has made a
public statement that the new Govern-
ment is going to be more liberal than the
previous Government. Several other
ministers have been making public state-



