163 Written Answers

Killing of Foreign Hostages by the
Militants

514. DR. D. VENKATESHWAR RAO:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it was reported in the Press
that the two Britons among the four
foreign hostages held by the militants in
the Kashmir valley are reported to have
been killed;

(b) if so, whether Government have
confined the rejwrt;

(c) the reasons for not taking any action to
get them released; and

(d) whether all the efforts of media,
including foreign help, to get them released
have so far failed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (SHRI SR.
BALASUBRAMANIYAN): (a) and (b)
Government are aware of Press reports as
indicated in the question. However, such
reports could not be verified, and Government
do not have any official confirmation about the
killing of two British nationals abducted in
J&K in the month of July, 1995.

(c) and (d) Government has been keeping a
close watch on the situation and have been
taking all possible measures to ensure the safe
release of the foreigners abducted, while
keeping in view that no such percipitate action
is taken which could jeopardise the lives of the
hostages.
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