a5 Written Answers

training of teachers and Principals and
encouragement of co-curriculer activities.
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Compensation to the rail victims

59]. SHRI JOY NADUKKARA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

{a) the amount of compensation given to the
victims of the train-bus collision at Haripad
railway crossing in Alapuzha district;

(b) the number of accidents that have
occurred at railway crossings in Kerala during
the last five years;

(c} whether it is because of the lack of
railway gates and necessary security
arrangements at the railway crossings that such
accidents are occurring frequently; and
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(d) what steps are being taken by the
Railway to avoid such accidents in future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL
MAHARAIJ): (a) No compensation has been
puid. However, asum ot Rs. 1,84,000/- has been
paid as ex-gratia to the families of killed and
to the injured.

(b) Statistics of train accidents are
muaintained railway Zone-wise and not State-
wise.

(c) Accidents at unmanned level crossings
take place due to the negligence of road users
who fail to observe the provisions of Section
121 of Motor Vehicles Act.

{d) (i) Speed breakers/rumble strips have
been provided on the approaches to unmanned
level crossings so that the road vehicles may
reduce their speed.

(i1) Whistle boards are provided alongside
the rail track on approach of level crossings to
enable the train driver to whistle to warn the
road users about the approaching train.

(iti} To educate the road drivers about safety
at unmanned level crossings, publicity
campaign is launched through various media
like quickies on TV, Cinema slides, talks on
radio and newspaper advertisement. Apart from
this, safety meetings at Gram Panchayat Level
are also held in which tractor owners, etc. are
invited.

(iv) A train actuated warning device
developed by BEL is currently under trail. This
will sound a hooter and flash a light when a
train is approaching the level cfbssing.
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