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Silting of Chilka Lake in Orissa

1477. SHRIMATI JAYANTI PAT-
NAIK: Will the Minister of ENVIRON-
MENT AND FORESTS be pleased 10
state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the silting of Asia’s largest blue lagoon
Chilka lake in Orrisa;

(b) if so, the steps taken to provide
adequate fund to the State Government
of Orissa to desilt the largest lake; and

(c) the details of the steps taken to
save that lake from destruction?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (CAPTAIN JAI NARAIN
PRASAD NISHAD): (a) Yecs, Sir.

(b) The 10th Finance Commission has
recommended an amount of Rs. 27 crores
to the Government of Orissa under Spe-
cial Problem Grants for preservation and
restoration including desiltation of the
Chilka lake. The Government has ac-
cepted the recommendations of the Com-
mission and has requested the Govern-
ment of Orissa to furnish action plan for
approval of Inter Ministerial Empowered
Committee.

(c) Chilka lake is designated as one of
the Wetlands of International Importance
under Ramsar Convention and is also
covered under National Programmes for
the Conservation of Wetlands and Wild-
life. An amount of Rs. 112.30 lakhs has
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been provided so far by the Union Minis-
try of Environment and Forests to the
Government of Orissa for soil conserva-
tion in the catchment area habitat im-
provement of Nalabana, database crea-
tion and generating awareness.

Jafri Committee Report on Urdu

1478. SHRI MAULANA OBAIDUL-
LAH KHAN AZMI: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state the stand of
the Government with regard to the Jafri
Committee Report on Urdu?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IN
THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
MUHI RAM SAIKIA): The Govt. has
not taken any final decision on the Jafri
Committee Report on Urdu.

Introduction of New Train Between Mum-
bal and Ajmer Sheril

1479. SHRI RAJ BABBAR: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the demand of the people of Mumbai for
starting a new train between Mumbai and
Ajmer Sherif (Rajasthan),

(b) if so, what action is being taken to
fulfil this demand; and

(c) if no action is being taken, the
reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS SHRI
SATPAL MAHARAIJ): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) Demand has been ex-
amined but not found feasible at present
due to operational and resource con-
straints.



