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Use   of   Compressed   Natural   Gas   in 

Automobile Sector 

2709. SHRI SANJAY DALMIA: Will the 
Minister for ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS be pleased to state: 

(a) Whether Government -propose to seek 

aid from the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF) for use of compressed natural gas in 

the automobile sector; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof indicating the 

amount of aid likely to be received? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 

FORESTS (CAPT. JAI NARAYAN 

PRASAD NISHAD): (a) and (b) A project 

titled "Reduction of GHG emissions by 

promoting the use of CNG as a fuel for petrol 

cars" was posed to the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) in August 

1994, for assistance under the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF). This was a 

demonstration project for Mumbai city, 

prepared by the Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT), Mumbai. The total cost of the project 

was indicated as US $ 14.3 million, of which 

   GEF financing was  to  be  US $ 8.03   

million. However, the project was not 

found eligible for assistance under GEF 

by the UNDP. 

Increase in the cost of life saving 

medicines 

2710. SHRI ISH DUTT YADAV:  

SHRIMATI JAYANTI 

PATNAIK: 

Will   the   Minister   of   CHEMICAL AND   
FERTILIZERS   be   pleased   to    state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 

that during the last one or two years cost 

of medicines particularly life saving 

medicines has increased abnormally 

making them out of reach of the common 

man; 

(b) if so, the increase in the cost of such 

medicines; and 

(c) the step taken by Government to ensure 

that poor segments of the society in rural areas 

have access to life saving medicines?  

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 

MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND 

FERTILIZERS (SHRI SHEES RAM OLA): (a) 

and (b) Like in other commodities, some price 

increase in the case of medicines is inevitable. 

However, studies conducted from time to time 

since December '94 do not indicate any general 

abnormal price increase. The WPI (1981-

82=100) has shown an increase of 8.46% for 

Drugs & Medicines whereas the , increase for 

All Commodities was higher at 9.07% during the 

period Jan'95 to July '96. 

(c) Government has formulated an indicative 

list of emergency medicine kits as also of 

essential drugs for the guidance of State 

Governments to ensure availability through 

Primary Health Centres, manages by them 

through their Health Departments. 


