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Government  to  improve  relations  with 
Pakistan; 

(b) whether Government envisage taking 
the help of a mediator like US to help the 
Jammu and Kashmir problem; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI I.K. GUJRAL): (a) 
Govemnment desire a relationship of 
friendship, trust and cooperation with 
Pakistan. Prime Minister in his letter to the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, has suggested that 
the two countries undertake a wide-ranging 
and comprehensive dialogue and resume the 
Foreign Secretary level talks. Government 
have also taken several unilateral measures to 
promote people-to-people contacts between 
the two countries. Pakistan's response to PM's 
letter to the Prime Minister of Pakistan is 
awaited. 

(b) to (d) India's consistent policy has been 
that all issues between India and Pakistan 
should be resolved peacefully through 
bilateral negotiations, as envisaged in the 
Simla Agreement. Our unwavering 
commitment to the principle of bilateralism in 
our relationship with Pakistan rules out any 
third party mediation. 

Taking over of Sainik Schools by Ministry 

of Human Resource Development 

*297. SHRI S. MUTHU MANI: 
SHRI      JAYANT      KUMAR 
MALHOUTRA: 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the total number of Sainik Schools 
functioning under the Ministry of Defence; 

(b) whether his Ministry has requested the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development to 
take over these Sainik Schools; and 

(c) whether it is also a fact that Sanik 
Schoojp'have not been sending enough 
candidates to the NDA and that only a little 
more than 3% of Sainik School students 
manage to pass the NDA entrance test? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
MULAYAM SINGH YADAV): (a) there are 
18 Sainik Schools functioning in the country. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) Out of 660 cadets being taken-into 
NDA annually, 60 to 70 cadets on an average 
for the last six years are from 18 Sainik 
Schools. Hence, the average intake from only 
18 Sainik Schools to NDA is 8 to 11% 
annually. 
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Telephone      Facilities      at      Panchayat 

headquarters in Gujarat 

299. SHRIMATI URMILABEN 
CHIMANBHAI PATEL: Will the Minister of 
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of panchayat headquarters 
in Gujarat provided with telephone facilities 
at present; 

(b) the number of panchayat headquarters 
which are yet to be provided with this facility 
in the State; and 

(c) by when these panchayat headquarters 
are likely to be linked with this facility 
throughout the State? 

THE MINISTER OF 

COMMUNICATIONS     (SHRI     BENI 
PRASAD     VERMA): (a) 11986 
Panchyat Headquarters in Gujarat have 

been   provided   with   public   telephone 
facility upto 31st March, 1996. 

(b) 1524 Panchayat Headquarters in the 
State are yet to be provided with public 
telephone facility. 

(c) The remaining Panchayat 
Headquarters are likely to be provided with 
such facility by the year 1997. 

Using out-dated weapons by army in 

Jammu & Kashmir 

*300. SHRI JOYANTA ROY: Will the 
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Indian 
Army is facing the militants in Jammu and 
Kashmir with out-dated weapons; and 

(b) the reasons of maximum casualties of 
our defence personnel? 

THE    MINISTER    OF    DEFENCE 
(SHRI MULAYAN  SINGH YADAV): (a) 
and (b) The Indian Army is equipped with     
weapons     to     carry     out     its conventional   
role.    During   the   initial phase of militancy 
in J&K, the Army carried out its operations 
against militants with   conventional   
weapons.   However, some of these weapons 
were not ideally suited for anti-militant 
operations, since the   militant   groups   
operating   in   the Valley   had   started   
acquiring   a   wide spectrum of sophisticated 
weapons, like the AK series of rifles, and 
sniper rifles, which  enabled  them  to  generate  
high volume of rapid fire at close quarters. 
These   weapons   are   reportedly   being 
supplied by the ISI of Pakistan, with the 
objective of aiding and abetting terrorism in 
the State. With a view to effectively deal with 
the militants, steps have been taken to equip 
Army units operating in J&K with appropriate 
weapons. It has been decided to induct 5.56 
mm series of weapons as a part of the 
modernisation plan of Indian Army, in 
addition, AK series of rifles and ammunitions, 
which are well suited to fight the militants 
have also been selectively inducted. 

 


