43 Written Answers

" Electronic exchange in So/apur

*#13. SHRI SUSHILKUMAR SAM-
BHAJIRAO SHINDE: Will the Minjs-
ter of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

" (a) whether a 9000-line Electronic £x-
change has been sanctiomed for Solapur

town, for meeting the backlog under
the perspective pla:n 1995;

(b) if so, the total cost o the
plan;

(¢) how much of the equipment has
been procured and is proposed io be
procured this year;

(d) the progress made so far in the
installation thereof; and

(e) what is the latest waiting  list

position and the estimated requirement
by the end of 2000 in view of ihe
growing need of the devcioping town?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF TlHE
MINISTRY OF ¢COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI SUKH RANQ: (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Total cost of the plan s Rs. 1S40
lakhs, aoa

i¢) Orders have been placey tor 9(J0
lines equipment, out of which 7000 lines
equipment has been received. Supply for
the remaining 2000 lines equipment  is
expected by March, 95.

(d) 7000 electronic lines are planncd
to be commissioneed by March, 95, out
of which 4000 lines have already been
commissioned on 29-1-95. Balance 3000
lines will be added by March, 95. Ano-
ther 2000 lines equipment will be com-
missioned by July, 95.

(e) Latest Waitng List as on 31.1.95
is 9042, The estimated demand of
telephones by the end of 2000 year will
be 27,691.

Private Sdctor Power Projects

*14, SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL:
Will the Mlinister of POWER be pleased
to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that there is
good response to Government’s private
rower programmes from both domesgtic
aiad internationz] javestors ag reported
in the Hindustan Times dated 26th Jan-
uary, 1995;

(b} if so, what iy  the total foreign

private invcstment in power sector  ap-
proved by Governmeng gq far:
(c) whether Government have  (till

26th Janvary, 1995) approved 13 pro-
rosals from the foreign invesiment an-
gle and whether countsr-guarantecs have
been signed for twn projectg; if so. by
when work on thes: projects ig likely to
start indicating the (otal power capacity
proposed to be obtained from these po-
wer projects; and

(d) whethey Governmeng have issued
any guidelines for competitive bjdding
lor private power projects; i’ so. whether
the same has been circulated to all the
State Governments for their guidance and
agsistance including technjcal sssistance
by the Power Finance Corporaiion at a
reasonable loan to needy State Govern-
ments like Rajasthan?

THE MINISTER OF POWER (SHRI
N. K P. SALVE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and i¢) Lhe Government hasso
far approved foreign investmeni in 13
private secter power proposals for a
toial capacity of 8673 MW with  an
expected foreign equity investment  of
Rs. 6324.12 crores, Documents for
counter guirantee by the Government of
Tndia have Geen signed for two projects,
namely the abhol Power Project (Phage
I) of capacily 695 MW in the State
of Maharashtra and the Ib Valley Pro-
iecr of capacity 420 MW in the State
of Orissa. Work is likely to cOommence
after financial closing,

td) Yes, Sir. The Government of
India hag recently circulated Guidelnes
‘or Compeiitive Bidding to the  State
Governments which lay down the various
parameters involved. The Power Finance
Corporation is providing assisiaice  to
the State Governmentg through a Tech-
pical Agsistance Project under  which



