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(e) how much funds have been allocated 
for the project? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (CAPT. SATISH 
SHARMA): (a) to (e) The concept of the 
Southern Gas Grid has been approved in 
principle. Detailed project reports will be 
drawn up after the locations and requirements 
of gas based plants are firmed up. The project 
cost, the pipeline route and length, the date of 
commissioning etc. will be known after the 
project report is finalised. The Gas Authority 
of India Ltd. have provided an outlay of Rs. 5 
crores in the Annual Plan for 1995-96 for 
"Studies relating to Transportation & 
Processing of Natural Gas to be imported 
including Southern Gas Grid". 
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Introduction      of     Satellite     Telephone 
Systems by VSNL 

*327. SHRI RAHASBIHARI BARIK: Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Videsh Sanchar Nigam 
Ltd. (VSNL) has a proposal to introduce 
satellite phone system; 

(b) if so, the investment proposed to be 
made thereon; 

(c) whether some, foreign companies 
are going to be involved in the pro 
gramme; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
SUKH RAM): (a) Sir, Satellite Phone System 
has been in existence in India 'for the last 25 
years. ISD telephone calls to many countries 
are routed through satellite systems of 
INTELSAT. Similarly, VSNL provides 
maritime communications using satellite 
systems of INMARSAT. Further, a handheld 
satellite phone system is likely to become 
operational by the end of this country. 

(b) VSNL's present investment in 
INTELSAT and INMARSAT is Us $40 
million and Us $5 million respectively VSNL 
propose to invest upto US $150 million in the 
newly formed I-CO Global Communications 
Ltd. for the purpose of providing global 
handheld satellite phone system. 

(c) and (d) Information contained in the 
statement is enclosed. 

STATEMENT 

Details    regarding    involvement    of 
foreign, companies in  the programme 

INTELSAT . is an international cooperative 
organisation based in Washington. VSNL is a 
signatory on behalf of the Govt, of India. 
Other major signatories include COMSAT 
Corporation (USA), KDD of Japan and BT 
International of UK. At present, there are a 
total of 135 signatories. 

INMARSAT is an internationally owned 
co-operative which provides mobile 
communications on land, sea and air. VSNL 
is the designated signatory on behalf of the 
Govt, of India. Presently, there are 76 
member counties. 

The following are the details of some 
major Projects presently planned by various 
agencies for providing hand-held satellite 
phone systems: 


