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RAJYA SABHA 

Friday,  28th  April  1995/8th      Vaisaklw 
1917   (Saka) 

The House met at eleven of the clock. Mr. 
Chairman in the Chair. 

Mid-day  heals for KVS students 

*361.  SHRI RAGHAVJI : † 
SHRI N. GIRI PRASAD: 

Will the Minister of. HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal under 
Government's consideration for providing 
mid-day meals for students of ' Kendriya  
Vidyalayas;   and 

(b) if so, the details thereof and if ' not, 
the reasons  tberefor? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (DEPTT. OF EDU-
CATION AND DEPTT. OF CULTURE) 
(KUMAR SELJA): (a) and (b) No, Sir. The 
scheme of mid-day meals for the students has 
not been adopted by the Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Sangathan in the past because such a 
programme would requite largs resources 
which have not been available. Also, a 
pressing need for mid-day meals in Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Sangathan was not felt because 
school attendance and nutritional status of stu-
dents   have not been   problem areas. 

 

MR.   CHAIRMAN:    Please put    yocr 
qcjuestion... (Interruptions) ... Please    put 
your questici;. 

†The question   was  actually asked    in 
the floor of the House by Shri Raghavji.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Gin .Prasad, 

Absent.    Shri Upendra. 

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Sir, the hon. Minister 
is right when she says that when   the scheme 
has   to  be. introduced, 
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Kendriya Vidyalayas cannot take priority 
because there is a lot of demand for admission 
in Kenrjriya Vidyalayas The drop-out rate in 
the other schools is much more compared to 
Kendriya Vidyalayas, In fact, there b no drop-
out in Kendriya Vidyalayas. This scheme is 
intended as part of our efforts to stop the drop-
out, to arrest it. The rural ureas, particularly, 
are to get priority. There are two examples in 
this. One is the experiment done in Andhra 
Pradesh where the mid-day meal scheme was 
entrusted to teachers. The other is the Tamil 
Nadu experiment where it was handej over to 
private individuals and private organisalions. 
Tamil Nadu has become successful, while 
Andhra has flailed. Because the Government 
has already committed itself for this scheme, 
will the Minister examine both these examples 
and decide which pattern will be better for the 
scheme? In the Andhra experiment, the job 
was given to teachers. Instead of teaching, 
they were cooking the whole day and feeding 
children. That is why it failed. Therefore, she 
should examine both these examples and 
decide the pattern. Moreover, my suggestion is 
that the Mahila Samitis, the Gram Panchayats 
and the Parent-Teacher Associations, 
wherever they exist, they .should be given the 
job to make it successful. Will the Minister 
consider these suggestions? 

 

DR. ALLAD1 P. RAJKUMAR: Sir, 
recently, during elections in Andhra Pradesh, 
the hon. Prime Minister has promised to give 
10 kgs. of free rice to the school children. Sir, 
there are about 3,500 SC/ST hostels in 
Andhra Pradesh, Is there any such .proposal 
for mid-day meals for the SC/ST hostels in 
Andhra Pradesh? There are Navodaya 
Schools in every district headquarters in 
Andhra Pradesh. Is there any such proposal 
and will the Minister inform the  House  
about the same? 

 

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Sir, I have 
not asked about the residential schools. There 
are many private hostels. There are 
Government hostels Where about two lakh 
children are Studying. There are hostels for 
the SC/ST student also. (Interruptions) Some 
BC hostels are also there. (.Interruptions) 

MR.   CHAIRMAN: Do  they get food 
there? .      .        . 
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KUMARl SELJA:   That is why  1 re-Serita 
to   that.  (Interruptions) 

MR.   CHAIRMAN:    This  is  a  little 
outside the  scope of the Question. 

 

 

KUMARl SELJA: Sir, with your 
permission, may I quote from the Budget 
speech of the  Finance   Minister? 

 

"'Schemes to provide mid-day meals for 
school children have a beneficial impact 
not only on child nutrition but also on 
school attendance. Somel of the State 
Governments have been operating school 
mid-day meals schemes. As part of the 
erriphasis being laid by this Government on 
primary education and taking into account 
the comfortable food stocks with the public 
sector agencies, it is appropriate that the 
Central Government should be willing to 
participate in phased expansion   of these 
schemes.' 

 


