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(c) whether Government have any long 
term plan for the development of Inland 
Water Transport Network in the coun 
try; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
(SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER): (a) In order to 
expand the inland water transport network in 
the country, the Inand Waterways Authority 
of India have various schemes to develop the 
National Waterways No. 1 to 3, viz. the 
Ganga, the Brahmaputra and the West Coast 
Canal for safe navigation and shipping by 
providing necessary infrastructure! facilities 
like terminals, navigational aids, bank 
protection in narrow stretches etc. There is a 
proposal t° examine and to declare few more 
waterways as National Waterways. Studies 
have been undertaken on few more canal 
systems to ascertain their viability, by the 
IWAI. 

(b) It is proposed to attract private 
participation in the operation of vessels 
by the Central Inland Water Transport 
Corporation Ltd., Calcutta. 

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. Beyond 8th Five 
Year Plan, it is proposed to develop exi 
sting National Waterways No. 1 to 3 
for navigating larger vessels and to .pro 
vide mechanised terminals, and day & 
night navigational facilities, based on 
cargo offering. New National Waterways, 
which are to be declared, will be develop 
ed for improved navigation, based on the 
cargo potential. For development of 
waterways other than National Water 
ways, and inland water transport in the 
States the  Central Government provides 

financial assistance to the extent of 50 per 
cent to the State Governments under the 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

 

Deficiency survey of the Cochin—Madura! 
National Highway 

244. SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: Will the 
Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be  
pleased  to   state: 

(a) whether Government have conduct 
ed  any deficiency or  realignment survey 
of the   Cochin-Madurai    National High 
way;  


