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Bogrs Accounts opened in Mahily Sami-
riddhi Yojana

586. SHRI B. K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELCGPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) what has been the progress of
Mahjla  Samiriddhi Yojana, a saving
secheme, aimed at uplifiment of rural
women, launched two years ago and what
is the fotal number of beneficiarjes a8
oy date;

(b) whether it is fact that the imcen-
tives offerred by Postal DepaTtment to
jts employees on enrolment of new bene-
fieiaries, work out more that the depoeits
made; -

(c) whether the vigilance Department
of Post & Telegraphs has discovered a
Jarge number of bogus accounts opened
by postal employees just to derive the
incentives; angd

(d) whether Government would order
an investigation in the matter and
revamp the scheme to prevent diversion
of incentives {0 wrong persons?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESQURCE
BDEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOP-
MENT (SMT. BASAVARAJESWARI):
(a) The scheme of Mahila Samiriddhi
Yojana {MSY)) was launched on 2 Octo-
ber, 1993. As on 31 October, 1994,
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59.23 lakh rural
their accounts,

Written Answers

women have opened

(b) and (c) No, Sir.

(d) Question does not arise.

Diamond mining contract

587. SHRI B, K. HARIPRASAD. Will
the Minister of MINES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether a diamond mining contract
is being considered between Madhya
Pradesh  Government and the MNC
conglomerate De Beers for prospecting
of diamonds in Raipur area,

{b) whether any Memorandum of Un-
derstanding has been signeq in this re-
gard and if so, whe:her Hindustan Dia-
mond Corporation (subsidiary o°  De
Beers in India) is one of the signatories;

(c) whether Government are aware
that De Beer were asked to pack off by
the Angolan Government after the former
had not exploited the contracted area
for more than 10 years to block diamond

production and thus o control the trade;
and

* (d) whether it is a fact that Minerals

-and Metaly Trading Corporation  of
tndia jointly with Nationaj Mineral
Development Corporarion (NMDC) is

scouting for contracts abroad for dia-
mond mining  especially jn Vietnam,
Myanmar and Cambodia and jf so, why
in the first place MNC like De
are being entertainag in  preference to
tndigenous fechno'ogy ang  capabi'ities
for exploiting our own diamond resour-
ces?

Reers

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF MINES (SHRI BAL-
RAM SINGH YADAV): (a) Govern-
ment have received 5 proposal from
the Government of Madhya Pradesh for
grant of a prospecting licence jn favour
of M/s. De Beers.

().and (c) The information §s being
collected and wil} be Iaid on the Table
« of the House,
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{d) Diamond mining possibilities im

Vietnam, Myanmar and Cambodia are
yet to be proven.
posits of coloured
rubies, do exist.

Trading Corporation (MMTC) and Na-
tional Mineral Development Corporation
(NMDC) have made proposals to Viet-
nam but these are all in the preliminary
stages of discussion,
posal of Government of Madhya Pradesh
is a sequeel to global tenders for pros-
pectting licence and the pronosal of the
Stai> Government is
economic evaluation of the
received by them,

However, proven de-
stones, particularly
Minerals and Metals

Howcver, the pro-

based on techno-
resnones9
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