158 Written Answers

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPTT. OF EDUCA-
TION AND DPETT. OF CULTURE]
(KUMARI SEJILA) (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arisc.

(c) and (d) IGNOU has a target of sett-
ing up 20 more centres during 1994-95 with-
in the country.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 156

National Youth  Policy
1583. SHRI GOVINDRAO ADIK
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state

(2) whether there is a proposal under
consideration of Government for formula-
ting a comprehensive national youth policy
for the development of the youth of the
country;

(b) whether this policy document will
also focus on same powers to be given to
the youth like representation on some bodies
ctc.;

(¢) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS) (SHRT
MUKUL WASNIK) : (a) to (d) Govern-
ment of India has already formulated a NMNa-
tiona! Youth Po'icy which was laid before
the Parliament in the winter session of 1988.
The National Youth Policy is comprehensive
and deals with @ wide variety of programmes
of Youth Welfarc and development, and-
seeks to provide the youth with new opp-
ortunities to participate in nation-building
activities. It also aims at providing the youth
with maximum access to education which
includes professional and vocational train-
ing.

Making Distance Fducation More Credible

1584, SHRI GOVINDRAO ADIK
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pieased to state

(a) what steps Government are taking
to make distance education more credible
with emphasis on  quality;

(b) what are the guidelines for suppory
to State Open Universities as recommen-
ded by a panel in its report submitted to the
Distance Education Council and referred
to in the news item in the “Hindustan Times”™
of 28th June, 1994 under the caption ‘'Efforts
on to make distance education more credi-
ble”.



