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SHRINILOTPAL BASU: Mr. Chatrman, Sir, for the last few days, we were
hearing about the Government's defence on other tssues and finding fault with
a particular business house based in Mumbai. But the Minister has referred to
the tender finalisatin about the WLL technology. Now, we are given o
understand that very particular company has been given licence for operating
telecom services in 16 <ircles, without a bid, Will the Minister be kind enough o
give us the details about this matter?

MR. CHAIRMAN: As a matter of fact, this question is confined to Gujarat,
Since the hon. Members wanted to know about the MPs’ quota, I just allowed it.

SHRINILOTPAL BASU: Since he referred to it..._ {interruprions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. We go lo the next question. 1 cannot refuse
others. .. .(interruptions)... This is opening the Pandora's box.

SHRINILOTPAL BASU: That is a problem, Sir. We understand it.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 222, Shri K.C. Kondaiah.

Air services from Hubli and Belgaum airports

*222 SHRIK.C. KONDAIAR: Wiil the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased (o state:

{(a} whether it 1s a fact that Hubli and Belgaum airports are not being made
functional;

(b) if so, whether there is-any proposal 10 invite private air operators Lo
introduce their services on Belgaum-Hubli-Bangalore-Chennai and Mumbai-
Hubli-Bangalore-Chennai routes twice a week; and

() whether Indian Airlines is also considering to operate its services on
these routes?



RAJYA SABHA [7 August, 2001]

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL. AVIATION (SHRI SHARAD YADAV): (a) to
(c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) The Airports at Hubl: and Belgaum are operational airports and are
suitable for 50 seater class of aircraft operations.

(b) At present, no scheduled operator is operating any air service on
Belgaum-Hubli-Bangalore-Chennai and Mumbai-Hubli-Bangalore-Chennai
sectors. However, airlines are free io operate to any place of their choice
depending upon commercial viabilitics subject of course to compliance with
the Route Dispersal Guidelines issued by the Government.

(c) No, Sir. Indian Airlines's existing DQ-228 fleet is fully committed for
operation of services to other places in the country,

SHRI K.C. KONDAIAH: Sir, there are two airports at Hubli and Belgaum,
as they are the two big cities in Karnataka. Last week, in answer to a question,
the Minister stated that the Indian Airlines was acquiring DO-228 fleet. He said
that they will be made operational during September-October, and flights of
these aircraft will be operated to Hubli and Belgaum. But, today, in part (¢) of
the answer Lo my question, the Minister has said that the Indian Airlines' existing
DO-228 fleet is fully commitied for operation of services to other places in the
country. It means, Hubli and Belgaurmn have been deprived of it. I want to know
from the Minister whether the Government is considering the iniroduction of
flights 1o these cities.
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SHRI K.C. KONDAIAH: Sir, near Hubli, there is Bellary district. Therc 1s
Hampi in this district. [ 1s famous for the Vijayanagar Empire's ruins; it is a world
heritage centre. Earlier, during 1983—89, Vayudoot was operating a service,
connecting Bellary-Bangalore-Hyderabad. But, suddenly, the operations have
been stopped. 1 would bke to know whether the Government would consider
resuming Vayudoot services (o cater 10 the feeder routes.

Since Hampi has been declared a World Hersitage Centre, a lot of tourists
are attracted to this place. I had interaction with a number of tourists and they
said that because of lack of air services, the tourists arc not coming in a big way.
I would like 1o know whether the Government is thinking of reviving Vayudoot
services to cater to the small feeder routes.
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DR. RAJA RAMANNA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Minister did refer o the
existence of Vayudoot. It collapsed because, probably, it took up 100 many
sectors. But the spint with which it was operated and the spirit with which it was
planned was necessary for the country; because, very important places having
important business connections or important locations of industry, have now
been cut off and people have 1o travel eight hours or nine hours to reach there,
Nalturally, the business suffers. I would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether he would come out with a plan on what he expecits to do in various
arcas. If we had Vayudoot some five years ago, I do not see why now there can't
pe a plan where Allahabad is properly connected; Belgaum is connected: Hubli,
the second biggest city in Karnataka, is connected. Today, there is no way of
gaing to Hubli quickly. There is no plan that we know of, 1 shall be grateful if the
Ministry comes out with a plan which can be discussed in this House or in the
Committee of Parliament.
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DR. RAJA RAMANNA: Sir, commercial viability should not be the only
criterion. Industrial viability and other faclors have 10 be taken into consideration.
It is not simply that the Department of Civil Aviatton has not to deal with al!
these things. We have to take into consideration the benefits which will be
available 1o the country because of the movement of goods, urgent maicnal and
things like that. I think the Minister is taking a short-distanced view of the
importance of connecling the entire country from everywhere.

SHRIMATI BIMBA RATKAR: Sir, Hubli s a very big city and a very good
business centre. [tis in between Bombay and Bangaloere; it is just in the middle
of these two cities. Ititis not possible to have any airport at Belgaum and Hublh
both, at least at Hubli there should be some arrangemenl because people from
Belgaum have to travel to Bombay or Delhi throughout the night. Even from
Bangalore, they have to travel a long distance. Sir, Goa is a place very near to
Hubli. Itis a very guod tourist place. i€ you think of Hubli for having an airport,
it would be of very much use to everybody.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Narcndra Mohan. .. (Interruptions)... Is your question
regarding Belgaum? _ (Interrupiions).... Kanpur? ... (Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: That question does not arise out of it. ..(fnterruptions)...
It does not arise out of this. ..(Interruptions).. We cannot expand the parameters.
...(Interruptions)... Vedprakash Goyal .. (fnterruptions)... Is your question about
Belgaum?. .. (Interruptions)... :

SHRIVED PRAKASH P.GOYAL.: Sir, have [ tocome from Belgaum to say
that? ..(Interruptions}..Sir, my question is related only to Belgaum.

What ! am trying o say is: [f the smaller aircraft have been discontinued,
they can be resumed again. After all, it is not only a commercial proposition,
but new places have also 1o be developed. These are the old business centres.
Does the Government have any plan to do something to reactivate these centres?
As part of 11, there are small new companics with 30-seater aircraft. Does the
hun. Minister know whether any offer has been received or can they be triggered
off 1o start this business?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rahman Khan. Your supplementary should be
about Belgaum.

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Yes, Sir. My supplementary is on Belgaum. |
am from Kamnataka. The private airlines were permitted on the specific condition
that they should also take up non-viable sectors. It is one of the conditions that
they should operate on some non-viablc seciors, as a social obligation. Now, all
the private airlines have taken up only the profitable sectors. The hen. Minister
has said that ¢ven the pnivate airlines have taken up only profitable sectors. The
hon. Minister has said that even the private airlines are emphasising on commercial
viability. If commercial viability is the only consideration, then no airline can
operate its aircraft to the North-East or on some other sectors. Sir, now, the Jet
Airways is operating on the Bangalore-Goa Sector. They can easily operate on
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the Bangalore-Belgaum-Goa sector. I would like to know whether the hon.
Minister would tell the Jet Airways, which is a private airliner, that the cities of
Belgaum and Hubli are very important cities and they should operate on this
sector, as an obligation without looking into the commercial viability. Will the
Hon. Minister direct the private airlines, reminding them of their obligations?
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SHRI H.K. JAVARE GOWDA.: The question is about introduction of flights
to their cities and not about the dispute between the two States ...(Jnterruptions). .

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No, no. | am not raising any dispute
{Interruptions)... Rather, I am supporting you on this issue that it is being
neglected.
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*223. [The Questioner (Dr. Alladi P. Rajkumar) was absent. For answer
vide page 25....... infra.]
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