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Disparity in News on Plague Outbreak 
2115. SHRI KRISHAN LAL SHARMA: 

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there was great 
disparity in figures of loss of life due to the 
outbreak of plague in the country in the 
month of September, 1994 given on electronic 
media and other agencies of the country; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that electronic 
media of the country played a major role in 
intensifying the severity of the epidemic in 
the country; and 

(c) if so, the comparative figures and 
reasons of disparity? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE TN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING (SHRI K. P. SINGH 
DEO): (a) to (c) Government is not aware 

of the basis on which other agencies based 
their reports, however, the news bulletins of 
All India Radio and Doordarshan mentioned 
the figures of loss of life as confirmed by 
official sources. They also took all due care to 
ensure that while no panic was created the 
public recognised the need for taking adequate 
precautions. 

 


