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RAJYA SABHA

Wednesday, the 21st December, 1994/30th
Agrahayana, 1916 (Saka)

[JThe House met at eleven of the clock,
Mr, Chairman in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTION,
MR. CHAIRMAN : Question no. 201

¥l THEY WD . FEAY GWElT qEEE,
Todfodo WX A w7 fbmy woy § AT Te
o arzo & a1 00 dAT &, ¥ @I # &3
gu g

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Letus go ahead with
the Question Hour. You can raise it ia
Zero Hour, please.

Question No. 201,

lucrease of Rail routes in the country

*201. SHRI SURESH PACHQURI:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleas-
ed to state :

(a) the State-wise rail route kilometers
per thousand square kilometers of area;

(b) the details of steps tuken by
Government to increase rail route in
backward areas;

(c) whether it is a fact that Madhya
Pradesh is lesser developed in regard to
the rail route per thousand square kilo-
meter of area; and

(d) if so, the steps taken by Government
to increase the rail route in Madhya
Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) to
(d) A statement is laid on the table of
the Sabha.

Statement

(2) The State-wise/Union  Territory-
wice rail route kms. per thousand square
kms. of arca in each State/Union Terri-
tory as on 31.3.1994 is as under :(—

S. No.

State/Union Territory  Rail route

Kms. per
thousand

squarc

Kms.
1. Andhra Pradesh. . . 18.45
2. Arunachal Pradesh . . 0.02
3. Assam . . . . 29.79
4. Bihar . . . . 30.41
5. Delhi . . . . 113.17
6. Goa . . . . 21.36
7. Gujarat . . . . 26.94
-8. Haryana . . . , 33.89
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9. Himachal Pradesh . 4.79
10. Jammu & Kashmir . . 0.40
11, Karnataka . . . 16.05

12, Kerala . . . . 27.09
13. Madya Pradesh , . . 13.50
14, Maharashtra . . . 17.74
15. Manipur . . . . 0.06
16. Mizoram . . . . 0.07
17. Nagaland . . . . 0.56

18. Orissa . . . . 14.14
19, Pupjab . . . . 42,11

20. Rajasthan . . . 16.97
2|, Tamil Nadu . . . 30.92
22, Tripura . . . . 4.26
23, Uttar Pradesh . . . 30.37
24, West Bengal . . . 43.10
25. Chandigarh . . . 96.49
26. Pondicherry . . . 55.10

ToraL . . . 19.06

Nore @ 1. Fisures comruted by taking roule
ki.ometerare as on 31-3-1994 and
aréa eiven in ‘*India 1993, pub-
lication Division, Minis'ry of
Information & Broadcas'ing,
Government of India.

2. States/Union Territories not men-
tioned above do not have Railway

lines.

(b) Development of Railway infrastruc-
ture is a continuous process through Five-
year plans. Railways’ VIII Five-year
Plan envisages investment of Rs. 27,202
crores for development of railway infra-
structure.

Railway lines are being extended to
backward arens as per availability of re-
sources and likely traffic potential.

Project even with low rate of return
are taken up keeping in view overall deve-
lopment plans of the backward regions.

(¢) and (d) The rail route Km./thou-
sand Sq. of area in Madhya Pradesh as
on 31-3-1994 was 13 50. Since 1960-61
a length of 834 rail route Km. have been
added in the state of Madhya Pradesh
which is the highest incremental figure
for anv state. The total rail route of
5987 Km. in Madhya Pradesh as on
31-3-1994 is the second highest state-wise
figure in the country.

Some of the new rail lines laid in the
State of Madhya Pradesh to provide
nfrastructure for development in the back-
ward areas of the State include Satna-
Rewa new BG line (50 Kms.) which was
completed in 1993-94,  Eesides, the Guna-
Gwalior-Etawa (348 Kms.) new BG line
has also been taken up for the develop-
ment of the backward areas of the State.
Major portion of this line falls in the
State and the line is making satisfactory

progress,



3 Oral Answers [RATYA SABHA] te Questions 4

During the current year a proposal for
construction of Dallirajhara-Jagdalpur new
rail line, which has been primarily taken
up for developmcnt of backward areas of
Bastar region, has been sent to the Plan-
ning Commission for approval.

=t glw g€ : wERE gwafa S, @A
d7 W@ Hel St ¥ qer-ae §R g -
=0 & feamm ¥ 9fq g fedAniiey &
® SY s wega fear & o wemoaEw §
far st ug aufar § f5 39 ¢ 9@ R
W AT Tem owew & faw 13.50 8,
Faf S J9Te TAS § 98 19. 06 T g
g fedmies & 1 WeE, ¥ ass e
ag ovar & fr wew mw =« feafy qar g
& 7 Faw e g afes @ W & amife
e oAl & oe 7w fenfs &E aY o ey
qeq gAW q F1O0 a4 g fa9H qrtm wiw, sww,
fagre, faestt, stwEm, oo, gfeawn,  #Ames,
%’@r T, ST, a9, <oTed, afid-
ATg, TUL SR, z{ra T, 9EnT, TR
T o mfw

wieEy, § A A A Wl A
¥ gz ST =g g T wew wdw A 39 v
wr A feafa ot 3|t gu frve afsy ®
qU ®T AN T 9L a7 GIEAT P oW g
Hrag-@ad, vifsr-saage, afaa-feddis
W & W aw Fean o ur foafy
t, 79 ¥ T e OV g 8, T8 wET
g ?

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Sir,
as far as the question of the hon. Member
is coucerned, as the House is aware, the
laying of a railway line is not taken up on
the basis of the size of the State or of the
size of the population, but on the basis of
the traffic survey. Therefore, it vanes
frem State to State based on the economic
development of the State. As regards
Madnya Pradesh, whatever information is
there, we have given. If vou take from
1960-61 to 1993-94, in 1960-61 it was
5,153.22 kilomelres wheras in 1993-94
it is 5,986.79 kilometers.

The variation is of 833.57 kilometers.
So, it has progressed in this way. So far
as the Neemach-Ratlam project is con-
cerned, the work on the gauge con-
version is in prczress and is targeted for
completion in 1995-96. As far as gauge
conversion on the Parasia-Chindwara line
is concerned, this project is just taken up
and it will be completed in the eighth
Plan period. So far as the Jabalpur-Gon-
dia project is concerned, it has been in-
cluded in the first phase of the unigauge
project and it will be taken up after the
comnletion of Gondia-Chandrapur pro
ject in 1995-96.

Nt Q@ oA wAE |eafy o, §
g i Eait ¥ s R § Wee ®

s #aq < fauw ew famr & 1 AW
ga’trg"@‘smq&r oET F A T & v F
qafery § | § on9% med ¥ aeEwe Sy o g
Tg ST g vrm 73w a1 {aFe alg= §
FIA-FIT AT T i & & wemE g 7 -
mmhmiﬁamx mrfeﬁffé? "
§ wer SRa B Afawer ager 8w W Arew
g Al FR-OWgT aiEd ar Fun feafq
§ ? wur f5 mAerg gelr o e S ¥
g § 5 ag ma T i Felrae
W T R & oo AeAw ¥ ArWE
gy S F qg e s (% Tedi-ag
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W

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: So
far as the Guna-Etawah rproiect is con-
cetned, the work is in good progress. It is
an ongoing project. So far the Dalli-Raj-
hara-Jagdalpur project is concerned, we
hove a.recdy referred it to the Planning
Commission for clearance. Basically, it is
the Steel Authority of Ind.a which is go-
ing to fund it. The Railways is also going
to fund this project partly. So far as the
Satna-Rewa project is concerned, it has
already been completed. Sir, these are the
lines which we have in mind.

SHRI SURESH PACHOURI: What
about Guna-Etawah?

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Sir,
as [ already said, it is a new line which
is in progress. So far as this project |is
concerned, we are inaintaining  good
progress.

ot dg faa slaw ;. qwml off, foze aof
ﬁwﬁaﬁﬁ LGl aﬁ-‘f & ATAFT AT
gom ¥, S A7 F wfrex qw F wﬁa'ﬁ Y gan
¢, g wie W wmiemt i sl ad § e
T R Wr"rlmrs‘m% fao ot
aeft S F s Rar g o ¥ 5w am ¥ fAw
Wi qus ¥ § fF gt ¥ um el At
T WA KT AT QGTF & A7 wiIw
frr | &few wemas, F sk wreww @ waET
aﬁmﬁa’d’mmmbmg*ﬂwmgﬁ*
IO AEY IAIE URT TG A ¥ sig-
'faﬁwalméwﬂmrrng
G517 FA e faer & @K ag sy faodr v
gy o Wl WS AR X1 aPeR g
URY IR ST XA ATET T TIW a0 TS
TGS A W T AwET fwr q I T
g2 1 FE N R EWE I geramgR glav
a’maﬂ‘rw@%ﬁuqanmma@mﬂ
gem § N oy qeRwER & R o
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g 1| TWa gfes g6t @i W gERmER
& siaT ferm & 1 A1 @ wRIT S, AT aRTet
A # gaRmgl a1 faet iR qets ¥
T W AR g eI gl &
WS FOSEE A T Al feame 98 oW
TE § o T gW g e 29 faewl ¥ qEEh
F A AT GERRERE AATY FT ATEAT FLA 7
SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : This

is 2 suggestion for examirnation... (Inter-
1plions)

sir. CHAIRMAN : I must say, almost
every member has raised his hand and I
cannot ask everyone. ... (Interruptions). ..

GHRI MD. SALIM : It is a long wai-
ting list...(Interruptions). ..

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: You
sxould allow somebedy {from the South
a.30. The Minister is from the South but
he i tuking everything to Karnataka.

bir. CHIAIRMAN @ If you want time,
veir will have to listen.

@ (Eheen g AeT Ao oSt g &
s wgn B fae & dr fred @l #
e Trsmn S A O ¥ W TS g
T aew ¥ Fg Wy @@ war 4, uE oAl
A IR-gAM-350% §S1 WM T T &R
ATTFT 9f WL HG, FEAAT & griianr
Uz A ST FOTUR AT 1 AT T fware
T ANGS & TH § FUIHGT W T TR0
¥ arrordy & ugdr ¥ o1 vy ¥ anw A F%
W AT gfaw =% faei § 181§ o st
FIEW . .. (WEA) . . HTWAR KA §9 A0
qier Sfiodle T FAE §, TR A 7 % O
gasiumagET F g U g W
ey wifea s (e <9 SO S ST ot e
a1 §R fage & agy sy sardn, @ w1
@ HIET TE A saar §, snfad
fasdi #7 FraEy, a7 TMET 77 @ W @Al
g1 @ aY qIaE G|l &1 9 w99 9O
§ il =7 Tw ¥ faq SY sraem e 9gw
¥ T @, 3TF TTF I7 § q€ §H TTHA
FI A AN § 47 TG0 AT %07 4G & I
TH AR # AT EEN, T qid W QOO
&9 19 AR 2 |

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: So
far as Mandar and Deogar are concerned,
they are being included in the Supple-
mentary Grants which the House is likely
to toke up tomorrow. So far as Hazaribag
i; concerned, right now, that is not before
us. Bihar is one State where if you look
ut the national average, it has almost
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30.41 kilometers of rail line. Bihar is well
connected because of its natural resour-
ces. Of course, there are still a ot of
backward areas which have to be deve-
loped. We have taken up for instance
Muzafarpur, Raxoul and Narkatiaganj and
this will give alternative routes to Calcutta
and Nepal. It is going to generate more
traffic. We are keeping the interest of
Bihar in mind.

SIiRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, the hon, Minister in part
‘¢’ and ‘d’ of the answer has mentioned :
‘The total rail route of 5987 kilometeres in
Madhya Pradesh as on 31-3-1994 is the
second highest statewise figure in the coun-
ry.” This is how a jugglery of reply comes
trom the Minister. Sir, in the entire route
of 5987 kilometeres, more than 60 per
cent is actuully used by the passengers
who travel from South to North and it is
not uscd by the MP passengers. Madhya
'radcsh passengers do not get reservation
for the rcutes which the Minister has just
stated. Whether it is Kerala, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu or Andhra Pradesh, the
trains pass through this route to
reach Delhi and Bombay also. As far as
Madhya Pradesh is concerned, 1 know of
only one particular route, that is between
Indore and the neighbouring station which
1s 150 kilometers. 1t took 5 hours. We say
that we would like to increase the speed
of trains and on the other hand we have
trains which have a speed of not even 30
kiiometers per hour. In the most backward
areas of MP, because of the new eco-
nomic policy, a lot of development is
taking place.

When the hon. Minister is interested,
especially, in the tribal areas, provision
should be made for the purpose of ena-
bling the people of these areas to get the
rail traffic.

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : 1
am glad that Mr. Narayanasamy came to
Madhya Pradesh from Tamil Nadu
(Interruptions).

SHRI G.
Pondicherry

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY : I am
from India. Let the hon. Minister under-
stand this.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN : Mr.
Narayanaswamy has become an all-India
leader.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Let us encourage
some States to take interest in other States.

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Sir,
1 have already given, in response to the
question put by my friend, Mr. Suresh
Pachouri, all the details with regard to the
project that we have undertzken in
Madhya Pradesh. As and when develop-
mernt tekes place, we shall make provision
for this. Madhya Pradesh is a State with

SWAMINATHAN : Frcm
(Interruptions).
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a lot of natural resorces and I dont
think that there should be any problem.
As everybody is aware, ours is a planned
development. As development takes place,
infrastructure will follow.

SHRI ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI:
Sir, I would like to avail this opportunity
to present before the hon. Minister the
grievance of the people of the Malabar
area in Kerala. When the Rajdhani Ex-
press was introduced, we expected that
the people of the Malabar area would be
able to avail of the facilities of this train
and we requested that when the route of
the Rajdhani Express was to be decided,
the Malabar area should be given impor-
tance. But to the misfortune of the people
of the Malabar area, the route did not touch
this area. Then we requested the Rail-
way authorities to at least sanction a
stoppage at Palghat. That was also not
accepted. Now the train stops at Erna-
kulam only and there is a lot of distance
between Palghat and Ernakulam. The peo-
ple of the Malabar area are not in a posi-
tion to make use of the Rajdhani Express.
1 would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether he would take action to
either change the route of Rajdhani Ex-
press 50 as to enable it to touch Malabur
or at least to sanction a stoppage at Pal-
ghat. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF :
Sir, actually this question dosen’t arise
out of the main question because the que-
stion relates to rail routes whereas what he
is asking is about stoppage of a train at a
particular place. However, Sir, I know
their problem. The Rajdhani Express
originates from one end of the country
in the South, namely, Trivandram. There
has been a persistent demand for a stop-
page at Palghat so as to facilitate the
pecople of the Malabar area. We will see to
it that this stoppage is given.

Y e AroEe W€ gwnela AR,
¥ 9] WY F qOF AR ¥ gg @
wrgar ¢ fF wdy 3 ardq faem & fag o s3w
frutfs feu o &, g0 &fasr qur sew gwe
¥ gmiel & €1gT & fU A7 IO &1 ¥faw
FO AR oY da %1 IwWd o it wfaer
€ ) 9 W gfie ¥ w57 W %1 @y A A
aey N3G (W AT W g ¥ waw  fawer
g SRW § 1 AT WL AW A qHEE
ay wer W3, ..

A THRY €9 |IR g TR ST TR Fg
9F § T @O T FE RE

Wt FeTH AW W wEY a1 S
1 XU g ag § B owor wEw dewr
# efic & v q@ § faast qw@en 6ol
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to Questions 8
| § ST S WA §, gt ag arq We W3
931 8, Wigr, €A, Fge, 96, @y, §ra,
AR, &, | Wik W WER 9w gn g,
Iow of @ 1 9T 55 TR aW fEEmel
g AR 87-88 ¥ weq AW ¥ 5422 feeniiex
W oargy 9 | 88-89 H 5761 fEERRER,
89-90 # 5761 feeRile | W AT ol &
& o7 &0 w1 91-92 § 5904 fHIHET
o @ a9l § I 50 foenie 48 7 @
faerf s

QO HraT 9T 45 § WA NIW H 57 WA
fara 20 a5t ¥ d¥wT ot &, 99 & W E
AfFT ITFT F GO TE g | ¥ wE §—
fee=r-Trag-TaTe-srreaye frmar 1973 ®
qEAN T W4T | FrEnOEr frwer §«
1980 W & v w7 ¢ faemEqR-wEwgL (I
wEAT) a5 1927 7 €&iFg @ 75 9 | wraw-
FEE-FRRAGTH-HFT 4g W @Ha & | awqd-
FEETSHRATIR @R AfgaqaTE-agar-
LraT=HTefy-fmedT <ot 99 1981-82 § & 74T
a1 | AT ATET M agd Aag @ elrd
T

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Sarang, please
conclude now. You cannot make a speech.

Al FATR AOAN WRT : @ TG AT STgar
2 & AT Al oE FW a% 0% g1 @ 87
TE W AT Wl MY T AW AgEE
qara?

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Mr.
Chairman, Sir, so far as the surveys are
concerned, they indicate the feasibility
of the new railway lines. So it dose not
mean that we should take up all the pro-
jects. Whatever the out come of the surveys
we send it to the Planning Commission.
Only after their clearance by the Plan-
ning Comnussion, we take up the projccts.
I have already informed the House what
we have been doing in Madhya Pradesh
and what we have contemplated to do.

SHRI SOMAPPA R. BOMMAI: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, for the last one century,
the people of Hubli and Karwar are
demanding a railway line between Hublt
and Karwar and the Government has been
making piomises. The late Prime Mini-
ster, Shri Rajiv Gandhiji, when he inaugu-
lated the Sleeper Project, openly pro-
mised that he would take up the Hubli-
Kurwar  railway link immediately. I
would like to know from the hon. Mini-
ster when the Hubli-Karwar railway line
would be taken up, what the preparations
ure and at what stage the project is pen-
ding prosently. | would like to know this
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from the hon. Minister. This is a most
important raiiway line and the people of
this area are demanding this for the last
one century. It will help the development
of the entire backward area. 1 would like
10 know from the hon. Minister when the
Hubli-Karwar railway line would be
taken up

SHRI ¢. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Sir,
I agree with the hon. Member that Karwar
is the only natural port after Mangalore
in Karnataka which has been taken over
by the Defence Ministry. Earlier we had
conducted surveys but the results were not
favourable. Now we have asked for the
survey to be up-dated. After analysis of
the report, we will take up this matter
with the Planning Commission.

SHRI K. M. KHAN : Sir, in Andhra Pra-
desh, the Telangana region is considered to
be a very backward area, The backward-
ness of this area is due to lack of rail-
way transport. I would like to ask the hon.
Minister whether there is any proposal to
have a railway link between Nizamabad and
Peddapalli. 1t there is a new plan for a
railway line to connect all these Telangana
districts, I would like to know whethe
any survey work has been undertaken,
would also like to know from the hon.
Minister whether there is any proposal to
convert the narrow gauge line between
Muthkhed and Adilabad into broad gauge.

Thank you Sir.

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Sir.
I am glad that the hen. Member has put
a good quastion, So far as the Peddapalli-
Karimnagar-Nizamabad railway line is
concerned, this project has already been
sanctioned in 1993-94. The length of the
line is 177 kilometers and the estimated
cost is Rs. 124.43 crores. We have already
given, in the last Budget, an amount of
Rs. 2 crores and the work is in progress.

ot agere Yag : wwwfy wEre, LEbGL]

# ¥y T @ @7 TrE v S T ol 9w
LEE qigl @ @wg §, WA €HR A W

agt T wre( &1 gfaEn s ¥R

T oI e &7 &, wg 7 WA ¥ 0w
2 A w3 77 fgreT AR IR

47 SACET @1 WR 98 HF W T
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qiF 7 ATH AEY § | WgT a% fgmne sww A

aam 3, w@ @ @ fenie A

Far 4,79 (meIz T WwEA qwEr A€

£ & mgr W wve wX & Agw fr ¥ el

or & o fafew woe & @M A qemwE
¥ v s R famar ¥ AW FTEaT

a% st 9w wrea faerd T o oy o W

[19 DEC. 1994])

to Questions 10

affag § | w8 AR T Rawal ¥ -
o fanmae w3w § #949 Fq@ A I G% 13
fasinirex @vgm fawrwe g gl sa@
{1 & A wgrew ¥ s =g fs fafew
aR fgrmww ww ¥ fog free wiqea &
¢ 747 W e I quer el § gan
T & frg g & A€ giwen g 7
w1 Ag 49 & (6 SR ¥ avn 9y 9
Foo ¥ 9T ST A1 § A FeACHT T
fasrage-oagR WEX @F W A faer
w1 FIE gAA g A1 7 9k g oW At 9F
9T GTHTT WAV FTHATET A W O § !

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: Sir,
actually I do agree that in Himachal Pra-
desh, except the historical assets there,
there is nothing much that we have been
able to do. But the fact remains that
recently the hon. Chief Minister of Hima-
chal Pradesh had come to us with regard
1o some cement indusiries that are likely
to vome up there. He has written to us
and we are geliing the survey dome. Qnce
the survey is done, we will approach the
Planning Commission.

S AN J1ET : JEGIS,  TH-AIEETE
7% A1 feahiex awm ofedw & fag gk
WA S fa, o ¥ S A, 9 e
wWrgfa & F1 ol T@ & SR sthgresTg
¥ T amm ey & fau ety & o9
§ el AEiE ¥ IeF AW § AT ATEm
& @ @91 Srmat & fag o w o
T w0 T, IEET ANT A€ F30 fEar e 7
W R %I wEART e gt ? gk gt
A ¥l Ay gl X ¥ e IW Wi
I K AN T8 O Gr 2 AR frad
f@ o W qu w2 0, a7 & e oer
ft ¥ snAeT amgAr g 7

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : Si
this Mhow-Shahabad line convers':gn. Sl’ll:’s
already been approved. Ths Planning Com-
mission has recently given its approval
This is also being included in the Supp]c:
mentary Grants which will come up before
the House tomorrow. If the Members pass

these quickly, then we will be taking
itoup.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 202
(Interruptions). “ ‘ L

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY : i
Half-an-Hour Discussion may be cmlxsids:r{'
ed... (Interruptions).
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SHRI SURESH PACHOURI: Sir, we
should take up Half-an-Hour Discussion

. ..(Interruptions).
MR. CHAIRMAN: et the Minister
answer. .. (Interruptions).
M1 THRl IR | 0 GEET, gTR-UA-gET
fedym g R grT sfRe | . . (smaww) . .

LR, CHAIRMAN Do you want the
Question Hour to be suspended ? (Inter-
ruptions), Give notice... (Interruptions).

sit fore s fog o X A wwenst o
ard w2 wr fewwaor g wifg o

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please give notice.

Retzin'ng the Team of Dociors on Piague-
Control Duty

*202. SHRI GAYA SINGH :
SHRI N. GIRI PRASADI :

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whather it /s a fact that 24-odd doc-
tois who had becn on plague-conirol duty
at the Indra Gaondhi International Airport
since QGclober 1, 1994 were on duty tll
29th November, 1994 more than a month
after the World Health Organisation
(WHO) declared that plague was no more
a threat in the country; and

(b) if so, the details and reasons for
retuning the team at the airport for suca
a long period ?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): (a) and (b) Health checks
at airports were continued even after
plague was fully contained to allay the
apprehensions of other countries as per
the recommendation of the World Health
Orzan sation.

SHRI N. GIiRI PRASAD: Sir, it is a
good thing that the Government had ex-
tended ti:z siay of doclors at the Iner-
national Airport on the advice of the
World Health Organisation. But the man
point is why this dreadful diseass or epide-
mic suddenly appeared in our country. 1
want to know whether the Government
has assessed the impact of plague, and
found out why it came suddenly. and
what steps the Government has taken in
order to assess the loss of life and pro-
perty. 1 also want to know the steps the

+Ths Question was zctually asked on
the fioor of the House by Shri N. Giri
Prasad.

[RATYA SABHA]
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Government has taken on the recommend-
ations or memoranda submitted by the
Municipal Union of Surat which said, “In
the wake of flood in the Tapti river and
in the wake of large amount of garbage
piling up, they advised the Municipal
authorities and the Government to appoint
a number of extra staff to clear the gar-
bage.” But the Goverument dd rot take
any action. I want to know the steps the
Governmert has taken to review the causes
for th.s disease and its cradication.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI PABAN SINGH
GHATOWAR) : Sir, as soon as we
got the report on the occurrence
of plague in Bead district of Maha-
rasitra  and subsequently in Surat, the
Government of India took all possible
s.eps. send ng experls, medicines giving all
support to respective State Governments
to contain the plague. Sir, about the occur-
reace oi plague in our country we have
appointed a Comm.ftee under a rerowned
raedical scient’st, Dr. Ramalingaswamy and
the Committec has been requested to have
a detailed study and give its report withn
s.X months. As far as the Memorandum
submitted by the Muaicipal Unwon of
SQurat is concernzd, I don’t have any in-
formation about that, at present.

SHRI N. GIRI PRASAD: Sir, the main
cause for the occurrence of plague and re-
cently we had occurrence of malaria in
some parls of the couniry—is the pl.ng up
of garbage. So, the health of the country
is going down like this and the Govern-
ment has not taken any siep. 1 would
like to tell the Minister that the garbage
was cleared in the first few days of the
occurrence of plague, but subsequently if
was stopped due to lack of financial re-
sources in the Municipalitics and the Gov-
eriuneit has evoived a plan to provide finan-
ces to clear up this garbage so that such
diszases don’t occur ia future. I want to
know whaether any plan of action is being
contemplated by the Government.

SHRI PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR :
Sir, therz is garbage problem especially in
the Municipal Corporations all over the
country. The Municipal Corporation ad-
ministration comes under the State Gov-
esnments. We are in touch with the State
Governments to take appropriate action
for keeping their cities clean and on that
part we have informed the State Govemn-
meuis.  Sir, it is a very unhealthy thing
to have garbage in any city or in any
mun.cipal area aad it is d'rectly under the
State  Governments. We have told the
State Governments to take appropriate
action so that there should not be any gar-
bage, but it is up to the State Govern-
ments.



