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to high cost of imported scrap and increase in
power rates ;

(b) the number if such steel plants which
have been closed down during the last one
year; and

(c) what steps Government are taking to
help the secondary steel sector to survive ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SANTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) to (c) The performance of
mini steel plants (electric arc furnace units)
has been affected due to various factors such
as deman'd recession, shortage of power and
increase in input costs including rise in
international scrap prices. It is reported that 14
such units closed during the calendar year
1992 and another 15 units have closed during
the calendar year 1993 (upto September,
1993). The Industry has represented for
various reliefs and the proposals made are
under the consideration of Goverment.

Private Sector Participation in Steel
Industry

196. SHRI SURESH KALMADI:

SHRI GOVINDRAO RAMRAO
ADIK:

Will the Minister of STEEL be please'd to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that greater private
sector participation is being envisaged by
Government in the steel industry ;

(b) if so. what are the reasons therefor ;
and

(c) the details and the extent of private
sector participation envisaged ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SANTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) to (c) Due to resource
constraints, it is not proposed to set up any
new steel plant in the public sector during the
VIII five year plan period. In order to bridge
the projected gap in demand and availability,
it is expected that additional steel production
capacities will come up in the private sector.
The iron and steel industry his been de-
regulated and also
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exempted from the requirements of compul-
sory licencing. It is expected that finished
steel production in the secondary steel sector
will increase from about 6.70 million tonnes
in 1992-93 to about 11 million tonnes in 1996-
97.

Setting up Steel Plant in Public Sector

197. MISS SAROI KHAPARDE: Will
the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have taken a final
decision to the effect that henceforth Steel
Plants would not be set up in the public sector
; and

(b) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SANTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) and (b) In view of the
limited availability of resources, there is no
proposal to set up new steel plants is the
public sector during the Eighth Plan Period.
The resources available to the steel sector in
the Eighth Plan are to be utilised for the
modernisation and expansion of the existing
steel plants in the public sector.

Sail Improvement in Production

198. SHRI PARMESHWAR KUMAR
AGARWALLA: Will the Minister of
STEEL be pleased to state :

(@) whether Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) has claimed an all round
improvement in production during 1992-93 ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that figures of
production of saleable steel brought out by
SAIL show that production in 1992-93 has
actually come down in comparison to the
period in 1991-92 over 1990-91 ; and

(c) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SANTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) Yes, Sir. SAIL Plants
have shown all around improvement in pro-
duction in 1992-93.



