179 Written Answers

(b) As per the epidemiological studies conducted in
some of the advanced countries by the United Nations
Environment Programme; it has been found that the
use of petrol with higher lead content increases the
ambient air lead levels which in tum may result in
increased level* of lead in human blood.

(c) While lead free petrol has been marketed in Japan
since the seventies, it is gathered that until recently,
leaded grades of petrol were also permitted to be
marketed.

(d) Low lead petrol is already being supplied in
several parts of the country. Projects involving
installation of plants and facilities in refineries for

further reducing lead content are in different stages of
implementation.
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