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Agarwel on kis relirctnerg

trlbrmal and labour court during th,= last
three years; ol

(2) the pumber of vacancies of the
presiding officers occuring each labour
court and trbunal, date of the vacancy
and the datc on which they were filled
i during this period;

(f) whether any review has been com-
ducted regarding institution and disposal
of industrial disputes and applications in
the past; .

"'(g) if so, the steps taken therenn;

(h) whether there is any propasal o
double the strength of labour couris and
industrial tribunals in Delhi; and

(i) if so, the steps taken thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI P. A.
SANGMA): (2) to (i) The information
is being collected and wil] be Jaid on
the Table of the House.

FAREWELL - TO SHRI SUDARSHAN

AGARWAL ON HIS RETIREMENT

AS  SECRETARY-GENERAL AND

WELCOME TO SHREMATI V, S

RAMA BDEVI, NEW SECRETARY-
* GENERAL, RAJYA SABHA

MR, CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, 1
have ‘to inform the House that  Shri
Sudarshan Agarwal has retired from the
office of Secretary-Genera] of the Rajya
Sabha with cffect from the afternoon of
310th of Junme, 1993.

He began his carcer in the State Tudi-
cial Service and he'd several assignmicnts
as Clvil Fodge, Magisto's, Scftlement
Comgiis-sionc,r in the Department of Re-
habilitation, 2« Law Officer in the Law
Commission, Government of India, for
_varipus tcems bofore by was promoted
. District ~and Sessjons ]'udg> in  Aprl
1971, -

Devi, Neaw  Secrelary-

Shri Agarwal joined the Rajya Sabha
Secretariir it 197! and served in diffe~
vent capacities for 22 years, He asnmed
(he office of Secrctary-Genera] of the
Rajya Sabha in April, 1981 and served
in this capacity for more than 12 years.

Ax  Secretary-General, Shri Apgarwal
rerformed his duties with dedication and
disting’io, und helped in ensuring the
smooth  functioning of the machingry
for the parliamentary ysstem. He main-
tained cordial relations with the Mem-
bers of the House and has always beem
accessible and helpful to them.

He has accompanied several parliamen-
tary delegations abroad and attended
many Presiding Officers’  Conferences
and Conferences of Secretaries of the vari-
ous State Legistatures, of which ho was
th- Chairman. He also actively participa-
ted in the 37th Commoawealth Puarlia-
mentary Conference and the B9th Inter-
Parilamentary. Union Conferece held in
New Delhi. He has also been aisocibted
with nume-ous welfare activities

Shri Agarwal has had the distineton
of serving six Cheirman of the -Rajya
Sabha. As for myself, 1 found his advice
on matiers of procedure and parlamen-
tary practice of grest vihe,

On behalf of the House and on my
own behalf I want to expresg. apprecia-
tioa for the service he has rendered and
wish him good hcalth and happiness.

1 have also to inform the House that 1
have appointed Shnmatt V. S. Rama

Devi as Secretary-General of the Rajya

Sabha.

Shrimati Rama Devi started her careex
as an Officer of the Indian Lepal Set-
vice in the Legi€lative Department amd
was appointed as Special Secretary in o
Legislative Department in September 1985,
She becarme Member- ‘Secretary.-Law Com-
mission and Secrélary to the Govern-

m-nt of India, Later shc was appointed
as Secretary in the Legslative Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Law anl Justice
in January 1989 and held the. post. till
hml ry 1992.
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She had also officiated as the Chief
Election Commissioner for a shory period
in 1990.

She was honorary Advisor to the

National Commission for Women.

She is the first Asian to have been
elected as the President of the Common-
wealth  Association of Legislative Coun-
sel, to which she was re-elected at the
10th Commonwealth Law Conference.

1 welcome Shrimati Rama Devi to her
new assignment.

Do any Members wish to say anylhing
as it is sometimes customary ?

THE LEADEp OF TiE OPPOSI-
TIOM (SHRI SIKANDER BAKEIT): Sir,
she likes to begin. Aftsr her 1 would
say a few words.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your are talkig
on her behalf ?
SHII SIKANDER BAWHI: Ag gooed

neighbourly rela* yus  Sir.

DR. SHRIMATI NATMA HEPTULLA
(DEPUTY CHAIRWANY: M. Chairmaam,
Sir, I sit next to him and he is the Leader
of the Opposition, So, he tries fo be
nice tp me. Whet T go fo the Chair, he
can take advanmtaze of it. Sir, ! wouli
like to put on record that L hive been
a Mumber of thig Hoyase for tic last thir-
tcen years and in the Chair for quite
many years. ol in botk the capacitie:
I had opportunities to work with the then
Secretary-General, Mr. Sudarshan Agar-
wal. I found him to be a pgood officer
knowing th: subject specially the parlia-
meniary procedures and etiguettes very
well. After the Question Hour is over,
when generally you do not need the ser-
vices of the Secretary-General and the
staff at the Table—fortunately not today—
1 deuperately need the help of the Secre-
tary-General. I found every tims Mr.
Sndarshan Agarwal was ready to help me
with all the information that T needed.

Arart from his experience and know-
ledge of the procedures and legal back-
ground, T must say that he has a great
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sense of humour. I have collected mamy
notes which he used to pass on to me at
varioug times. It was to his credit that
we have produced iwo books on “Humow
in Purliament” because in the moments
of tension, if nothing helps us, it is the
sensg of humour which I think is inborn
in all of us which comes to ogur rescuc to
maintain peace and harmony in the House.

SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA
Bihar): Secretary-General can't laugh in
the 1Iouse,

DR. (SHRIMATI) NATMA HEPTULLA
(DEFUTY CHAIRMAN): That iz the
beauly of the sense of humour. Even
withcut a smile and ripple he could make
others laugh. That was the quality which
Mr. Agarwal was having,

ol

Muny a time I had travelled with him
abrond and with great pride I found that
he behaved well in all the international
conferences and he performed his duties
as the bSecretary-General of this august
House vory ..ell and we were very proud
of him.

Sir, T wish him all the best in his fuiure
and hope that he will have many more
oppartunities to do good work in his life
for the good cause he would take up as
he was doing guite a lot otherwise also
wher he was Secretary-General.

I would like to take this opportunity
to velcome our new Secretary-General,
Mrs. Rama Devi, Generally we don’t talk
abont what happens in the (hairman’s
Chamber. But I think in thig case we
can make an excestion. T think it was
Mathur Sahib or somebody who said that
we have got two women— one sitling there
and another sitting down. . . (Interruptions)
...0n; there and many more.

7T MR

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR
(Utlar Pradesh): Madam, may I correct
you? I only said one woman on the right
and the other on the left. Now she is
adding “up and down”. I don’t mind it.

DR. SHRIMATI NAJMA HFPTULLA
(DEPUTY CHATRMAN): Mathur Sahib
you referred to it in the Chairman’s
Chamber. . . (Interruptions). . ,
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MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a lot of

talk.

DR. (SHRIMATI) NATMA HEPTULLA |

(DEPUTY CHAIRMAN): Mr. Chairman,
you know that in your Chamber when
you preside over a meeling. my seat is
usually on the opposite side and the
Secretary-Gencral’s seat on the other side
There, of course, we sit on your left and
right sides, Bul here we azre sitting vp
and down. I hope that there would he
many, many more women in this House
both in the Secretariat and among the
Members in this House alsn, Sir, we
need a gender balance in the Rajya Sabhu
very much. I welcome Mrs. Rama Devi.
She hus had a very good career in the
past.
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We hope that we will all give her

cooperation and support. We hope that |

she will also recipocate. W3 also hope
that she will have a very pood career.
We thank you for taking up this issuc
of pgender balance also in youy decision.
Thank you very much.
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g6l Farewell 1o Shri Sudarshan
Agarwa] on his retivement
as Secretary-Genceral and
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PERSONAL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS WITH
ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF THE MIN-
ISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(SHRMATI MARGARET AlVA): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, on behalf of the Members of the
Congress as well as of the House and on
my own behalf, T wish to p'ace on record
pur appreciation of the work done by the
outgoing Secretary-General, Shri Suda:-
shan Aprawal, W: have seen him for
many years in that Chair and, ag the
saying goes, Members came and Members
went, but it seemed that Mr. Sudarshan
Apgarwal went on farever because we had
got so used to him in the House, every
part of the year and every part of the
day. His guiet cficiency his good humour
and the way in which he helped each
Member—the front benches and the back
benches; the large group: and thz smazll
groups—I think, made him really a friend,
philosopher and guide to many Members
in the House. T know that we will miss
his presence here. But, knowing him ‘as
we do, he has so many areas in which,
I know. he will continue to contribute
even outside the Rajya Sabha. We hape
that he will have many years of quiet
retirement and dedicated service ahead of
him. '

1 also have great pleasure, Sir, il wel-
coming Smt. Rama Devi to this House
as our Secretary-General. We have known
her in many capacities. She iz known
for her experience and her very efficient
functioning wherever she has been She
brings to this House a quiet dignity and
charm which, I am sure, will go a long
way, perhaps, in improving the atmos-
phere in the House itself. Sir. now vou
have a lady on the left of you, a lady on
the right of you and a lady in front of
vou.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY
(Andhra Pradesh): And a lady in waiting.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA- And
an all-pervading lady in the middle of
the House.

[26 JULY 1993]

f
!

welcome to Shrimati Rama §62
Devi, New  Secretary-

General Rajya Sabha

And I am sure, as I said earlier when
we meil to welcome her, that with Rama
Devi in - the Chair, both the Opposition
and the Congress will be more careful
about the language they use at each olher
because she would be right in the middle.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY:
And that will have to be gentle

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: Sit,
I welcome her and I wish her every
success and I hope she will find working
with us inside the Chamber even more
rewarding than she has found drafting
of a legislation from outside the Chamber
in the past. Thank you.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY (Andhra
Pradesh) : Mr. Chairman, T deem it my:
duty to associate myself with the views
and sentiments articulated by you in re-
pard to Shri Sudarhan Agarwalji. As
Secretary-General, he was not only com-
petent, he was also  correct. 1 mever
found him incorrect either in his advice
or in his conduct, He is a quintessential
bureaucrat. He Isted for twelve long
vears and assumed such a low ey thzat
we did not cven notice that he laxted for
twelve long years and this is a virtue that
a breaucragy in today’s circumstances
rarcly possess. We will miss him very
much, We will misg his ripe wisdom,
rich experience. I am sure what iy our
loss will be the gain of the society out-
side.

Sir. I take this opportunity to welcome
Mrs. Rama Devi. I have known her for
a few years. She is from the same part
of the country as I am. . . (Interruptions)...
Well, T hope the performance of friends
from Andhra does not reflect on her.
Her legal erudition and hcr legislative
experience wil! stand her in good stead
as Secretary-General and they will also be
of immence help to us. She not oaly
brings erudition to the House but she also
brings charm. T wish her &ll success.
Thank you. v

SHRI E. BALANANDAN (Kerala} Sir,
T join with those who have appreciated
the capacities of Agarwal, He was really
helping us when we, Members of the
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House became ‘nmaughty and haughty
and 'when Wwe  Were making a
situatio; in the House to  the
extent of unmanageable  propor-

tions, the Deputy Chairperson as well as
Mr. Agarwal were helping uy to behave
like parliamnetarians with discipline, We
are missing him now. I wish him better
prospects and better life outsids.

Now the new incumb:nt io the post is
a lady. She is most welcome. She is
efficient in her career a3y law-maker and
in the -legal profession. I hope she will
be able to help the Housc very much.
With these word, I welcome the new in-
cumbent.

I again expres; my gratimde to Mr.

Agarwal. Thank you.
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SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOW-
DHURY: Sir, there' is a fine line bteween
saylag too much and saying too little
and it reflects in the sense of duty that
we repose in our responsibility. When I
wag a new-comer to this Parliament, Mr.
Sudarshan Agarwal maintained that fine
line wonderfully. He showed us the
right way; he gave the correct rule, but
he was dispassionate. He infused hijg seiase
of responsibility with sensitivity which 1s
required for the Parliament today. Much
hag been said about his efficiency and the
courtesy which he extended. But what
I appreciated most was his seuwsitivity
towards human issues which continued
outside the Parliament when he was in-
teractign perpetually with issueg which
affected human life. I pray that God will
bestow his benevolence on the members
of his family and himself and guide hio
in good health and spirit, in his selfless
service that has marked hiz career in the
Parliament.

Sir, 1 also take this opportunity to .ac-
cord 3 great welcome to Mrs. Rama Devi.
I will not speak of her credzntials because
she is here for what she is. But I will
say that for a lot of girl and women
across the country today she will be a
wonderful role model to emulate and she
will go down in the history, of Parliament
as the first woman to hold this post. It
is yet another mark and notch for us
women who are striving to zet the men

to accept the fact that wc are equal.
Thank you Sir.
Sﬂ'RI G. SWAMINATHAN (Tamil -

Nadn): Sir, as -has been rightly said- by
Mrs. Margaret Alva, it ig usual for the
Secretary-General to be there to welcome
the new Members and to bid farewell to
the Members. That is what the Secretary-
General does. But this is a very riare
occasion that some of the Mambers tid
tarewell to the Sezri=arv ficte «! or the
clerk of the House. I know Mr. Sudar-
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shan Apgarwal for a very long time. 1
am really surprised to kmow tha; he is
retired now because he looks so young.
He never looks 60 years, he is still young.
When 1 say that he looks so young, I
think, his sponse who is also here will
very much agree with me. Both of us
know each other for many years. &ir, 1
am reminded of a small incident which
happened in Strausbourg. Very recently
when we went to the European Parlia-
ment. Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal also came
there as an Officer of the Parliament. We
both went to a2 mussnum and in that mu-
sem they had different rates for the peo-
Ple to pay. At one place you have to
pay ten dollars for enliance and thers
was another place with five dollars for
entrance and yet another place with 2.5
dollzrs for entrinve. I asked them, my
wife was also with me. “What is this ten
dollars 7" They said, “It is for people
who are below 60 years of age.” When
I asked about five dollars, they said, “Tt
is for people who are above 60 years of
age.” As I am more than 60 years, I
wanted to pay five dollars. My wife,
who was standing beside me—she is
always fastidious—immediately said, “Pay
10 dollars and don’t ask for five dollars.”
Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal was alsg  there.
My wife never normally forgoes five dol-
lars. She was very liberal at that time.
She never wanted me to amnounce that
T was above 60 years of age and “hat I
Was a gemior citizen and hence to pay five
doliars. That is the nature of spouses.

T know Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal not
only s Secretary General of the Rajya
Sabha but as a great Rotarian. He has
“many social activides, If I enumerate it.
it will be a long list. T know thi; for
s0 many years. I was a Rotary Governor
and he was alsp a Rotary Governor, There
after, he became Director of Rotary In-
ternational, which, according to Rotarians,
is 2 very big post. Sometimes T used to
wonder how he was manaping both the
posts.  Sir, he wag managing both the
posts very carcfully and very well I
know tha@ the  Secretaries-Genera]l and
Secretaries of the Houses have got a diffi-
cult role to play because these Secretaries
or Clerks of the House,—as called in the
Westminster—are being approached not

e e
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only by the Member, of the Treasury.
Benches, but also by the Members of the
Opposition. They hav: to offer advice
to those who are in the Govenrment and
to those who are in the Opposition. I
know about some incidents when § was a
member of the Legislative Council in
Tamil Nadu. Some of the Secretaries had
to face problemg because Members  of
the Treasury Benches felt that they were
oetfng advice apainst them to  the
Opposition Memberg and sometimes
Opposition Members felt that they were
offering advice to the Treasury Benches.
Sir, we have never doubted Mr. Sudar-
shan Agarwal. He had always  been
offering hig best advice to the Treasury
Benches and to the Opposition Members.
Befor. concluding T would say ‘that we
always refer to the Book of Kaul and
Shakdher as our Bible for the practice
and procedure in the Parliament. Kaul
ard Shakdher is predominantly about the
procedurs adopted in the Lok Sabha., Mr.
nlB‘
will be the fittest person to bring outa
book on the procedure that is  being
followed in Rajya Sabha, whicy is also
unique in ity own way, I hope, if he
doeg it, it will be a umigue Service to
the Rajya Sabha.

1 also take this opportunity to offer
my congratulations to our mnew Secret-
ary-General, I wish her all the best.
We also assude her that we will always
coopera‘e with her. We also  expect
her fuil cooperation mot omly to  the
Members of the Treasyry benches, but
alsa to the Members of the Opposition.
Thank you.

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN  (Tamil
Nadu): Mr, Chairman, I join my friends
in paying my encomiums to Mr. Sudar-
Sshan Ararwal. He is a gentleman  to
the core and he is an epi.ome of Kayl and
Shakdher. Whensver we were in doubt,
he used to give us clarification. - Easy
accessibility and ready advice were the
hallmark; of this gentleman. There-
fore. T wish him well jn his life. I also
welceme Mrs. Ram, Devi. Probably,
we would have been discussing many of
the Bills prepared by her. Now, she
herself would witness. how irrelevant the

\
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House is; how we were discussing mat-
ters which had nothing to do witp the
Bills, I feel she will emjoy it herself.
Her name itself will be more appealing
because if you write her name is English
and rexd it, it cap be read as ~ Rama
Devi. So, we have found Rama in
feminire form In this House, For this
Rama we need not go for another lem-
ple berause she herself is in the temple
of deniocracy.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It alsy meang har-

maony which is more, appropriate. .. (/n-
terrupiions)

SHR[ MURASOLI MARAN: Yes, Sir.
She alio brings to this House her  ex-
pericnce and erudition,  Sir, the Secret-
aries-Gizperal have always been the guid-
ing lights to the Chairman. Therefore,
my Teiuest to you is this: you should
not always be carried awaw by  the
charmg of the lady. Please givz the
benefit of doubt to the Opposition also.
So, I ray to the retiring Secretary-Gene-
ra]l ‘Guodbye’ and 1 say to the incom-
ing Secretary-General ‘Welcome’.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kczrala):

Sir, T also associate myself with youand

my colleagues on this occasion of  the
vetiten ent of Shri Sudarshan Apgarwal.
All o' us know that his service was
good #nd he has done his job very well.
Whenever the Memberg had any doubt
he was therg to help them. I  have
no doubt in saying that for rhe success
of this House uvne of the important rea-
song according to me was Shri Agarwal
seryice.  Hig service and hjs guidance
were very helpful tg mosg of thy Mem-
bers, especially: the new omes. T  wish
him all success in his future life. With
regard to the new.comer, I wish her all
success, She may be knowing usandI
would like to say only one thing and
that is, we are prepared to offer all our
cooperation and help that may be needed

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Mentay Pad-
manabham, Andhra Pradesh must have
priority, )

SHRY SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY
(Uttar Pradesh): Telugu Desam has al-
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ready spoken.

Hg is also from the
Telugu Desam,

SHRI MENTAY PADMANABHAM
(Andhra Pradesh): Only on; word  Sir,
1 join with you and my colleagues in
this House ig paying tributes to Shri
Sudarshan Agarwal who retired recently
as the Secretary-Genera] of this House.
Sir, when I became a Member of this
House the first man I met was Shri
Agarwal. Ever since, he hag been a
friend, philosopher and guide to me and
to all the Members of this House parti-
cularly those Members who came fresh.
His advice js always very helpful in our
parliamentary work and a; a man he
is very, very considerate and kind-hear-
ted, always giving out his kmowledge om
parliament proceedings and procedures.
I once apain join with all the Members
of this House and also with the senti-
ments expressed by loy and hope he will
one day come back again to this House
4s a Member of this House and will
make a great contribution to thg proceed-
ings aof this House. I wish he wil]l one
day come back to this Housz as a full-
fledzed Member of this House. T wel-
come Sm‘. Rama Devi. My friend Shri
Jaipal Reddy said that she comes from
our State. I would go a little further.
She comes from the same district from
where 1T am cominz. T need not say
much about her competence. 1 welcome
her and under her able guidance this
Hous; will be conducted in a very orderly
and in , morp purposeful way, I congra-
tule Mrs. Rama Devi and T pray to God
that Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal be piven
aly comforts in life. T am sure that he
will be doing a lot of service, Thank
you. Sir.

SHRI KARMA TOFDEN (Sikkim):
Thank you, Sir. I wish to associate
myself with the gentiments very kindly
oxpressed aboutr Mr, Aparwal. He is
a nice person and Y was very much
carfied away by his humility and gentle-
ness, 1 will miss hi; presence in this
House, I wish him and all the mem-
bers of his famiiy good luck, ¥ welcome
the new Secretary-General, Mrs Rama
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Devi 1 am a great admirer of the
Depuly Chairperson, Now that yon
have given us another [ady in fronmt to
admire, T shall attend Parilament more
regularly.

SHRI M. M_ JACOB (Kerala); Thank
you, Mr, Chairman. It is a rare occa-
siop for me to speak a few words on
thg eve of Mr. Sudarshan Apgarwal, our
good friend, pgoing out and another
friend, Mrs, Rama Devi, coming in, Sir,
1 had the occasion to work with Mr.
Sudarshan Agarwa] for quite some time
in various capacities,. When I wag the
Deputy Chairman, [ had the opportunity
of interacting with him every day. When
I was handling Parliamentary  Affairs,
thep also it wag almost ; daiy business
either for him to come to me or for
me to go to him to discuss malters rela-
tng to the House, Even when our
Party was in the Opposition, I had
many things to do with him in my offi-
cial capacity, From this what I wan; to
derive is that Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal
is a man who is completely netural in
his approach. Eve, in the formation of
Committee; of Parllament, he would
advisg people in the correct manner
about how the various parlies would
have to be represented. He had no
prejudiced views against anybody and he
appreciated the views of everybody I had
secn him giving correct advice to the
Members, The new Members would
wually go lo him for any information,
He is such a fiae gentleman. 1 also
had an opportunity to go abroad with
him to Infernational Parliamentary Con-
ferences where he used o play a key
role keeping all his responsibilities intact.
He was always an assef, I had slao seen
his interaction with the Secretaries-Gene-
ral of Parliaments of other countries He
had a very deep sense of understanding
and fellowship with thoseg friends in
other omun'ries, Now, my pood friend
has rei'red, But 1 don’t think that he
can ever retire because he has a Iot of
opportunitiegy outside, where he ussd to
play a kev role even when he was in
Puarliament as Secretary-General. 1 take
a cue from (he suggestion of one of the
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could write a book on the Rajya Sabha,
Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal used to telj me
thatr the Rajya Sabha has some special
role which the Lok Sabha does not have
because if the Lok Sabha has to intro-
duce a Bill on a matler restraining the
powers of a Statg or increasing the
powers of a State, it wil] have fo take
the pernussion of the Rajya Sabha, the
Rajy, Sabha being the Council of States.
So, he can write a book on the special
role and significance of the Rajya Sabha.
And Mr, Sudarshan Agarwal is the pro-
per person tp give us a dimension om
the role of the Rajya Sabha in Indian
Parl'amentary history, Heg has got a very
talented and efficient wife. They will
be missing u; and we will be missing
them. But I am sure that we wil] keep
in touch with Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal
even outs'de  Parliament, And, mrs.
Rama Devi, ag you know, is also an assey
to our inatitution,

She is going to prove it by her own per-
formance. I don't want to add any words
at this moment about Mrs. Rama Devi
because of her excellent performance
during the previou years. I congratulate
Mrs. Rama Devi fos joining us and wish
her well in the House. I assure her
tha we will not make any unparliamen-
tary or ungharitablle remarks. As Shri
mati Renuka Choudhury has correctly
stated, she will be really pondering over
the performance and record of the House
and she will se. that all of us co-operate
very well in the future in Rajya Sabha.
I once again congratulate Mr Sudarshan
Agarwal on my behalf—I cannot repre-
sent everybody here—and on b-half of
my friends for his excellent performance
as the Secretary-General of this House
which all of us will cherish for ever.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI JAGMOHAN (Nominated): Sir,
on my own behalf and on behalf of the
nomioated Members, T express my deep
appreciation for the co-operation, guidan-
ce and help which Mr.  Agarwal hays
always extended to us.
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[Shri Jag Mohan]
In this connection, I am reminded of

an event. There was a Secretary of the
Ministry of Works and Housing. He

was retiring from service and his sub-
ordinate brought the paper for signing
the' ‘relinguthing charge’. It was
written there as charge’. It was
relieved officer’. Mr. Mathew, who
wag the Secretary at that time, added
‘very much’ before the words ‘relieved

officer’ I hope Mr. Agarwal who say
all these stresses and strains of his office
and kept his composure, did not do
what Mr. Mathew did.

I know Mr. Agarwal well. He served
the representatives of the people and T
know he has a great capacily to directly
serve the people. When I was the Lt.
Governor of Delhi, he used to come to
me for various humanitarian projects.
Noyv, I am quite sure he will have more
time at his disposal to serve the poor, the
sick and the dying for whose cause he
has always been striving.

]

There ig no retirement in actual life.
You only retire from one activity to
another. I am sure Mr. Aparwal will
have a still brighter future. He can jot
down all his expericnces, not about the
technicalitles of. the procedures but about
the larger dimension; of life in India
which he saw through his chair. It js the
reflection of the wunderlying  cureats
which are the ethos of our country and
which really make vg speak what we are

speaking now. I wish him all Tuck, all
success. I welcome the mew Secretary-
General. I am guite sure she will do

stil] better because there is always scope
for improvement. I am sure her presence
will improve the atmosphere as some"ody
has said that he will attend the House
from now onwards regularly. 1 hope
she will be both gentle and kind. With
these words, I again wish him good luck
and welcome her and wish her all the
best.

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATATA-
JAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I would Iike to
join all the Members who have expressed
their sentiments about Mr. Sudarshah
Agarwal. T just want to add one or two

Devi, New  Secretary-
General Rajya Sabha

words about him. To me, the outstard
Ing quality of Mr, Agarwal was his out
standing human quality. As a person
he was extremely sensitive and every new
Member who entered this House knew
immediately that we could go to him fo
advice mot just om sensitive constitufional
conundrums or the  problems of legal
issues, but on the smallest of things. His
doors were always open; any Membe
could walk in and for his advice on any
issue, from the smallest to the largest. So,
when 1 had the occasion also to sit in
the Chair and serve as Vice-Chairman,
as Mr. Jaipal Reddy has said his advice
was also the proper thing, what the right
thing to do was znd not just proceduvrally
what the right thing to do was, but also
what was fundamentally the decent thing
to do. I think it was an outstadng
quality of Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal thezt
he was always functioning in the must
decent, in the most, proper and in the
most correct fashion and that was the
kind of advice he always gave to us.

Another important feature of his per-
sonality was hic  boundless enthusiasm
for eerything. He was neer cynical or
tired or dismissive and he never gave
up on anything. He was also having the
childlike enthusiasm for every thing. He
gave a lot of encouragement to the new
Members to face what the House was
to eoffer..

I would like to wish him all the best
for the future and to tell him that we
will miss him a preat deal.

I would like to welcome Shrimati Rama
Devi. Everyone hag said how nice it is
to have a woman sitting in the chair her=
and I endorse that. Bui T would like
to add that for me it s =ven more im-
portant that he is %ot herc because she
is a woman, but she is here because of
what she has  achicived and that the
despite the fact that shz is a woman,
Her outstanding backgound will stand her
in pood stead and help her in serving
with distinction from her chai; and ¥
hope the House also will extend its cn-
operation fo her in carrying on with the
House. Thank you, Sir.
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SHR[ VISHVIIT P. SINGH (Mabarash-
tra): 'Llhank you v,ry much, Sir, for giving
me lhis opportynity.

Sir, (he Secretary-General, as has been
sajd belore, does not speak in the House
and yeo he has a pivotal role to play. The
fadt is that {i ig on the advire of the Sec-
retary-( jeneral that the House is run.

Shri - Sudarshan Agarwal hag brought to
his ofll'e many wonderful qualities, as
has beup pointed out by a Nominated
Membex  here The mosy prominent
among them was his sense of humility.
There was never an gccasion in all  the
years that I have known him, in all the
years that I saw him, when he was not
humble inhis approachtilife, humble in
his appmach to the House and humble in
his approach to indjvidual Members.: No
matter now new a Member, po matter
whether wag a back-bencher or a Minis-
‘ter, he was equally humble towards ali of
us anul he treated everybody with the same
amount of hymility. Coupled with this
humility and his sense of humour, which
everybody has spoken about the  most
importar ¢ quality was, to use the Latin
word, tte semse of gravitas which he
brougit to the office that he held. He
was to{ully conscious of the importance
of the chair that he held and no¢ once
during the period did he ever dg or
say anything which militated againsg the
dignity of the Chair and the office that
he has wueld.

Coupled with that was his efficency. I
do not think I have seen a more efficient
officer ip, this Parliament. He brought to
his office a tremendous amount of effi-
ciency, uwo matter what the issue was or
what the subject or what the conference
was and in the organisation and Tunning
of the otfice, he brought a certain personal
attention to s. 1 remember, on various
occasiony, when the Bills wWere coming up,
whep a large number of Bills were com-
jng up Juring the Budget session, he
would be sitting here till midnight mak-
ing sure that each of the papers was in
irder. He could no!have acsieved all
this without his legal acumen. He broug-
ht a certain acumen, as has been said
by ¢verybody. He was having a certain
lega' acumen which he brought to his
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office by which he saw to it that he gave
tng correct lega] advice.

Much: hag been said by my friends
about  hig extra curriculay activities,
hig other interests. He was a very im-
poriant functionary in the Rotary move-
ment and it was brought to my knowledge
when we travelled abroad. Till then I
did not know that he was a very high
officer. I did not know till then how im-
poriant he was till we were travelling in
South Ammerjc; and even in the remotest
parts of the country, people were walking
up to him to talk tp him. I knew that
he had something o do with the
Rotaty Clup  But I did nor know
till then how impirtant he was
I do not foilow the terminology of the
Rotary and I thought he was some sort
of a senior Officer there. They  would
approach him and he was a person of
great importance for them. And I will
miss him, I will personally miss him.
He is a friend of both mine and my wife’s.
He is known to us for a long time. And
as far as I am concerned, he is always
mwelcome in our House. And I personally
owe a debt of gratitude to him.

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN (Maha-
rashtra) : Whic house?

SHRI VISHVIIT P. SINGH: My per-

sonal hoyse, where I am living. I am
giving my personal tribute. I am mnot
speaking on behalf of my Party. I am

speaking from the heart,

As far as the new Secretary-General is
concerned. ..

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil Nadu):
Sir, it is very fortunate that no heat is
generated on the first day during the Zero
Hour. -

MR. CHAIRMAN: T am all in favour
of prolonging this happy hour.

DR. . MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI
(Uttar Pradesh): It is more of unhappi
ness alsd,
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SIR1I G. SWAMINATHAN: Sir, one
spec'al peature is that Mr. Sudarshan
“Agaiwal cannot reply to this felicitation.

SHRI VISHVIIT P. SINGH: I am
quite swre he writes individual Iletters o
all of you.

Sir, as far. as the new Secretary-General
,is concemed, I am afraid I syffer from
a grea. disadvantage. Everybody who has
_spoken here, they all speak of previous ac-
.quaintance with her. They say that
_they know her for many years, Somebody
.comes fiom her §tate, and there is even
.one gemleman who claims that he comes
Afrom hex district. I am sure there will be
.somebody whg comes from her village.
.But I am afraid I have Do acquaintance
-with hes. . I have nop known her. As
far as I am concerned, I am starting on a
clean slute- And 1 have only one request
.to make. of her that when I make 3 request
.10 the hon. Chairman either in the House
ir in the Chair or in the Chamber, I
request the pew Secretary-Gemeral, I
kindly agree. with what I say. Thank
you, Sir.

AN HON. MEMBER: It is a classic
comp iment.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have two more
name’ We can go up Io one o'clock,
. probably.. Mr. Upeadra.

SHRI -P. UPENDRA (Andhra  Pra-
desh) ‘(haok you, Sir, for giving oppor-
uni;y tp the Members to speak  about
the oficers who remain anonymius and
work Pith impartiality all the time.

- SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: He
_probably comes from her village.

SHRI P. UPENDRA: Sir, so much
has becn said about the qualities of
Mr. Sudarshan Agarwal, his. effieciency,
‘his tho oughness in Rules, etc. Sir, one
thing » very clear. If an officer could
maintayy his equanimity and semse of
humouy, sitting in that chair for 12
'years, in the midst of this din and bust-
le and occasional guarrels and even fisti-
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cofls, ng deserves a Padma  Bhushan,
if pot Padmp Vibhushan, at Ieast. And
he mainlained that equanimity and sense
of humour. As the Deputy Chairman
has revealed the nicest he used to pass
notes, unsigned.
She could dare to keep them, but 1
could not keep them though I was one
of the recepients. They were so mnau-
ghty that I was afraid of retaining them,
in fact. And it is a pity that the tradi-
tion which he started in publishing the
book—Humour in Rajya Sabha—has
been discontinued for the last two ot
three years. I do not know, the House
rarely witnessed such kind of wit and
humour which merits ’
book.

mention in a

And we miss him very much here.
Ha‘: has been identified with this House
for such a long time. I wish him well in
his future career. 1 know some of his
plans, and it will not be a surprise whe-
ther he writes or comes here or he con-
tinnes in. his. social work as a Rotarian,
but he wilj be active throughout.

Abou; the mew Secretary-General, Sir,
I must congratulate you first because
of the first administrative decision you
have taken which has received the ap-
preciation of all. Apnd there iy  hardly
any crilicism abou; that and everybody
appreciated your decision. And -though
Margaret provoked me, I do not want
to go to the extent of sayfug that we
come from the same village. I do not
want (i emphasise that because  that
would not belp me anyway because I
am aware that she is above all these
things. She is least. parochial. She is
very thorough in her dealings with pe-
ople and dealings with - matters. I
have known her for a long time. Ope
thing I should mention here before T
close. During the time when we were
in the Government, we gave such a
task to her to draft as many as 60 lo
65 Billg in a record time of 2-3 months,
ano shy did it with remarkable ability,
skill and legal acumen and I feel “hat
as Secretary-Genera] here, shg would
acquit herself honourably and be of
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sistance {o you and to the House. Thank
you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We have one more
speaker, Shri Hanumanthappa.

SHR1 H. HANUMANTHAPPA (Kar-
nataka): At least, I got the last chance.
I think it was sometime during the Asian
Guames period. [ dashed into Mr. Agar-
wal's chamber asking why this restric-
Lion for the M.Ps in getting the tickets.
1 thought as a Member of Parliament,
1 have po: every power and every right
to purchase any number of tickels. Sud-
arshanji ordered for a cup of coffee to
me and coolly calmed me dcwn and said
that M.Ps have got only this much,
and uothing beyond this. Then, one fine
moraing, he sent me a chit to say:
‘Chairman wants tp meet you (Omorrow
at 10.30’. When I went there, I found
that he had piven my name for the pa-
nel of Vice-Chairmen, and Mr. Venkata-
rama;, said: ‘You are among the five on
the panel. You are there already sit-
ring in the Housa. You have to sii
for some morg time in the House. Be
regular.’

I had an occasion with Mr. Jacob as
the leader to go outside in the World
Parliaments Conference. As Secretary-
General, Mr. Apgarwal played a pivotal
role and got lhe panelled Vice-Chair-
manship to India wherein 100 countries
participated. As Secretary-General, he had
his owy role to play. He came and
said: 'Jacob Sahib, T got a chanc. for
India to preside over this Conference’.
Being 2 panclled Chairman, Mr. Jacob
and Mr. Apgarwal made me preside over
the Conference for three hours continu-
ously in the World Conference.

As the Deputy Chairman, Najmaji
said, T cannot forget the pieces of ad-
vice T used to gey from Apgarwal. They
were really the tonic for us whil; cond-
ucting the House and while managing
the proceedings. I also cannot forget the
fact that whenever he used to come, he
used to commend which was really a
pat, bv the words "“Thank you" or ‘you
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have done well’. This used to give me
strength while sitting i, the Chair. When
ever there was a dispute or a problem,
he used to send Uz slips and gave very
valuable pguidance in running the House.
I persomally feel that we would be mis-
sing him very much. I am his neigh-
Bour and I hope we wil] meet across
and wil]l have more opportunitieg to
meel ecach other. Here, T join Mr, Swa-
minathan . It will be a very pgreat
contribution on his part if he takeg up
the work of compiling Rajya Sabha pro-

cedurely just like the work of Kaue and
Shakdher .

Of course, I have no acquintance with
our new Secretary-General. But I cer-
lainly disagree with Mr, Jagmohan when
he sajd 'Relieved officer’ or ‘Very much
relievel office I dom’t think that tolds
zood fo  the new officers that
come . Even if you are tired in your
office, yon can certainly come and sit
here. The proceedings jn the House will
certainly give you relief. The lighter
vein, the arguments, the quarrels  will
certainly bring yoy some relief from the
tedious work in your office.

I welcome the new Secretary-Genmeral
and expect more guidance from her in
running the House. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN; Thank you. Now,

papers to be laid on the Table of the
House .

{The Deputy  Chairman in the Chair]

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI (Karna-
faka): I had asked for permission to

mention some matter during the zero
hour.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Zero
hour is being zeroed. Now papers to
be laid.



