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Contaminavwn of waler in the Couniry .

3861. SHRI SOM PAL :
SHRI SARADA MOHANTY :
SHRI BRAHMADEO ANAND
PASWAN ;

125th AUGUST 1993

to Questions 54

DR. BAPU KALDATE :

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT &
FORESTS be pleased to slate

(a) whether it is a fact that there is wide
spread contaraination of water in the sountry
with pesticides and [enilisers leading 1o high
nitrates and nitrites, all of which are known la
cause cancer (see Agri and People SSS, New
Delhi Repon);

(b). whether Government are aware' (hat
Ministry of Agriculture in UK. in 2 report ‘ig
1992 have reported (quoted in Food Commis-
sion Magazine August, 1992) thal these repre-
sent higher risks for some 7 lakh vegetarians in
that country;

(v) whether the date on water for peslicides,
nitrite, nitrates and pitresamines in various
States in underground water is available includ-
ing for rvers and il so details thereof and

(d) whether it is a fact that no safety limits
have been luid down lor pesticides elc. for water
and if so, reasons thereaf and whether as a [first
step Government will clamp WO standards at
the earliest ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN TUE
MINISTRY OF [ENVIRONMENT &
FORESTS (SHRI KAMAL NATH) : (a) There
are no reperis of wide spread contamination of
waler with pesticides and [entilisers in the coun-
iry even though there are some reports of
minor contaminations.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) The data on pesticides residues in river
Ganga and nitrales/nitriles in groundwater in
various Slates are given in the statement
enclosed. (see below)

(d) EMMuents standards have been pres-
cribed for pesticides manufacturing and for-

mulation umits under the Environment
(Prolection) Act, 1986 .

Statement

Pesticides residualy in the river Ganga and its ibutaries during 1986 to June

1992,
Period Pesticide Localion Annual Range (in Mic-
rogramme per litre)
Jul 86—June 87 Y-BHC Kannauj 0.002-0.216
Tot-DDT Allahabad ND-0.352



