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SHRI A. K. ANTONY: We have
given only one guideline to the Com-
mittee and that is: to recommend ways
and means to increase the quantity of
foodgrains to the really mneedy people
of this country. Regarding allotment of
fair price shops under the PDS; the
Advisory Committee recommended that
in future while allotting fair price shops
women and Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes should get priority.  That
is the decision. At present the PDS is
universal. Everybody iy entjtied to
get a raton card.  But there are com-
plaints from many people. Every now
and them we are examining. If we see
that really needy people are nol getting
rations, we are taking steps to correct
the situation.

SHRI VITHALRAG MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: What about people below

peverty line?

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has anwsered
that. Neiat Question,

Supply of substandard foodgarins under
FDS
. *3. SHRI SATYA PRAKASH
MALAVIYA:#
SHRI MOHINDER' SINCH
LATHER:

Will the Minister of CIVIL  SUP-
FLIES, CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND:
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased
o state:

(2) whether various State  Govern-

ments have been complaining about the
poor quality of foodgrains supplied to

theyn under the Public  Distribution
System;

‘(b) i‘f‘ sp, what are thc details
thereof; ‘

(c) whether any enquiry inlo the
supplyy of poor quality of foodgrains
to the States ha, been made by Govern-
ment; and '

1The question was actually asked op
the floor of the House by - Shri Satya
Prakash Malaviya,
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(d) if so, what s the outcome there-
of stating the measures taken by Gov-
crnment to ensure the supply of good
guality of foodgrajns to the States
under PDS?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES, CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND
FUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI A.
K. ANTONY): (a) to (d) A statement
is laid on the Table at the house.

Statement

The Central Gouverniment ssues rice
and wheat conforming to specificatjons
prescribed by the Government to Stale
Governments and U.T. Administrations
ofr the Public Distribuiion Sy:tem

(PDS). They are provided opportunity
for inspection of stocks before actual
delivery, and may reject such  stocks
as do not conform to the  prescribed
quality standards,

Thourh several State Governments
have besn voicing a genmeral  cuncern

about the quality of foodgrains ai vari-
ous meetings, no major complainis re-
garding bad quality of rice or wheat
distdibuted through the Public Distribu-
tion System have been received by the

Central Government from the Stafe
Governments|U.T. Administrations

During April, 1992 tp March,
1993, , total quantity of 722  lakh

tonnes of wheat and 91.5 lakh tonnes
of rice have been distributed to  the
States/U.Ts. for PDS. In a vast
yperation of thjs magnitude z few short-
comings camaot be ruled out altogether.
However, the Central Government has
Tequebted the State Governments/UT
Administrations to tighen cupervision
to ensure proper functoning of the PDS.
State  Governments/UT Administrations
have been requested 1» set up village/
Fair Price Shop level Vigilance Com-
mittees of consumers for this purpose.
They also take action under the Es-
sential Commboditjey  Act tn check
nualpractices.

SHRI SATYA PRAXASH MALAVI-
YA: Sir, the Minister in his roply has
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said that there are certain State Gov-
ernments which have ~omplajned about
the quality of foodgrains and they have
- beepn  voicing a general concern about
this. I want to knmow the aames of the
State  Government  which have com-
plained and expressed their genera con-
cern. What are the sjecific detaiis aboul
their complaintg??

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THI:
MINISTRY QF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIR5 AND PUBLIC
. DISTRIBUTION WITH ADDITIONAL
CHARGE OF THE MINISTER OF
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COM-
MERCE (SHRI KAMALUDDIN  AH-
MED): The complaints are of general
pature. While discussing the - whale
system the State Governmment have just
made remarks as such, but no specific
complaint has come io the Central
Government from any State Govern-
ment.

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVI-
YA: 1 wanted to know lhe name of
the State Govermment which has shown
jls general concern. Which are those
State Governeats?

W

SHRI KAMALUDDIN AHMED: As
1 submitted  this impression is given in
the general discussion. When we discuss
this in the PDS Advisory Council where
the Ministers from all Stateg are niem-
bers, they just make a remark that the
grajns that they are petting arc some-
times sub-standard or some such thing.
But thers is no specific complaint from
any soccific State Government, That s
what | am submitting.

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALAVI-

YA: He has not answered my question.

SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA:
Are there nameless States in Iadia?

MR. CHAIRMAN:
mentary.

Second  supple-

SHR] SATYA PRAKASH MALA-
VIYA: 1; is reported that the off-take
of wheat by various States for the PDS
thas dropped dramatically since January

[RAJYA SABHA] to

(
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this year By May this year the State
had lifted only 2.76 lakh tonnmes o
wheat which g substa'ntially Power Lhar
the quantities lifted i May 1992 (6.3:
lakh tonnes)_

SHRI KAMALUDDIN AHMED: Sir
1 may also inform that the off-take o
foodgrains. particularly in the period tha
the hon, Member ha; mentioned, hay
come down: There might be two reasons
for that. One is the overall aviliability
of foodgrains in the country and it is
a fact that the procurement has gone up
substpatially because of the better avail-
ability of the foodgraing in- the country.
The second thing is, maybe the
rrice also, because recently the procure-
ment price has been increased. And
las; time the issue price also had been
revised, We cannot say just exactly as
to what the reasons are, but it jg a fact
that the offtake hag been at the lower
Jevel. o
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SHRI SOMAPPA R, BOMMAI: 3ir,
while answering the question, the hen.
Minister, Mr. Antony, has sai that the
Government is spending about Rs. 3,000
crores as subsidy on the PDS and, be~
of the it has been
increased and Government is not in a
positicn o pive any additional amount.
That meaus the only way to have a solu-
tion is by increasing the prices of the
articles© which are being distributed
through the PDS. Are yoy implement-
ing the direction of the ILM.F to with-
draw subsidy by increasing the prices
of PDS aniicles?

cause revamping,

SHRI A. K, ANTONY: First of all,
[ did not say tha; ‘the Government will
nop increusee a sinple pie more than
Rs. 3,000 crores. If needed, the Gov-
ernment  will agaip increase the food
subsidy. But the Government will  not
bc able to increase the food subsidy to
any ‘amount. That is what I said.

As far as the food subsidy is conern-
vd, the Government is very committed,
PDS uand food subsidy are one of the
priority items of this Government. No-
kody back on this commitment.
Nobody can direct thiy; Government .to
abanden the PDS and subsidies, We
will continue with these,

wen|

SHRI SUMAPPA R BOMMAI: You
have nol withdrawn the subsidy, but
increax’ngz the prices of these commodi-
tie. iteelf is ‘onc way of withdrawing the
sabsidy,

MR CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is
over.
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