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Upgrading Vijayanta Tanks 

4259.  SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN : 
SHRI VIREN J. SHAH: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 

state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has 

been drawn to a report published in the 

Economic Times of August 11, 1993 under the 

caption 'Vijayantas to be upgraded, delay in 

Arjun induction'; 

(b) if so, what are the details in this 

regard; 

(c) whether there is any delay in the 

manufacture of Arjun tanks, if so, what are the 

reasons therefor; and 

(d) whether Government have decided to 

upgrade its fleet of Vijayanta tanks; if so, the 

details in this regard? 

THE   MINISTER   OF   STATE   IN   THE- 

MINISTRY       OF       DEFENCE       (SHRI 

MALLIKARJUN): (a)  Yes, Sir. 

(b) to (d) The Vijayanta upgrade programme 

is independent of the programme for the induc- 

tion of MBT-Arjun. Presently user trials of pre- 

production tanks of the MBT-Arjun is in 

progress and the production planning procevi 

has commenced. The question of delay in 

manufacturing the M. B. T. Arjun does not arise 

at this stage; and its production and induction 

programme has no bearing on the Vijayanta 

upgrade programme. The Vijayanta upgrade 

programme consists of many different elements 

with a view to increasing its power, improving 

its fire control systems and its night lighting 

capabilities. 

 

 
Acquisition of British AS-90 gun system 

4261 SHRI KAMAL MORARKA :Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian Army is 

likely to acquire British AS-90 gun system; 

(b) what are the results of the field trials; 

(c) whether the agreement has been 

finalised for the purchase of the gun; 

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 

(e) what are the main factors weighing for 
the acquisition of the AS-90 gun system ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI 

MALLIKARJUN) : (a) to (e) Proposals for the 

induction of a Self Propelled Artillery Gun, (of 

which the AS-90 S. P. Gnu is one of the various 

systems available internationally), have not yet 

reached the stage of acquisition or introduction. 

No other details can be divulged in the national 

security interest. 

Supply of Spares from C. I. S. 

4262. DR. SANJAYA SINH: Will the 

PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Government have taken any 

steps; so far to get the normal supply of spares 

for the I. A. F. restored from the Common- 

wealth of Independent States (C. I. S.); and 

 


