249 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) and (b) Salem
Steel Plant is producing, cold rolled
stainless steel sheets/coils. The
plant  was initially set up in
March, 1977 at a cost of
Rs. 181.19 crores to produce 32,000
tonnes per annum of cold rolled stainless
steel sheets. The second cold rolling
mill was sanctioned in March. 1988
which was completed at a cost of
Rs. 76.27 crores in March, 1991. The
capacity of the plant increased to 70,000
tonnes. As a next step in backward in-
tegration, hot rolling facilities have been
sanctioned in April, 1991 at an estimated
cost of Rs. 425.16 crores (revised cost
Rs. 664.60 crores). This is to be com-
pleted in 48 months time i.e. by April
1995,

Production from the facilities existing
and now being installed at Salem Steel
Plant will have to get stabilised before the
next stage of plant development is taken
up.
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Production, export and import of steel

4555. SHRI TINDIVANAM G.
VENKATRAMAN:
SHRI J. S. RAJU:

Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased
to state:

(a) what was the gross total production
of stool in the year 1991-92:

(b) whether steel is being imported to
meet the local demand:

(c) it so. the details thereof and the
plans to step up export;

(d) which part of the country is pro-
ducing best quality steel; and

(e) what are the proposals with Go-
vernment to step up the production to
meet the indegenous growing demand'.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOSH
MOHAN DEV): (a) The total production
of Finished Steel in the country during
the year 1991-92 was 14.33 million
tonnes.

(b) and (c¢) Yes, Sir. The total import
of Finished Steel during the year 1991-92
was 1.01 million tonnes. The total ex-
port of iron and steel by Main Porducers
during the year 1991-92 was 3.87 lakh
tonnes which increased to about 9.1 lakh



