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(c) Special efforts for projecting investment 
promotion strategies include the organisation 
of promotional events (both abroad as well as 
in India), utilising bilateral visits by 
Government delegation to important 
countries, to address and influence targeted 
business audiences, and co-ordinating action 
with India apex industry organisations in their 
efforts to attract foreign investment. Among 
th© publicity measures undertaken for 
projecting India as an attractive investment 
destination are the preparation of publicity 
kits comprising of brochures, a floppy diskette 
entitled 'Doing Business with India', and their 
regular updating Indian Heads of Mission, in 
particular, are playing a crucial role in 
promoting India's economic interests. 
Investment promotional efforts and strateges 
are a continous process. Gov ernment 
proposes to continue with such measures and 
intends to lay increasing emphasis on a sector 
specific approach in our investment promotion  
efforts. 

Increase in Passport Fee 

266. SHRI J. P. JAVALI: 

SHRI TARA CHARAN     MAJ-

UMDAR: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFF-
AIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that recently the 

fee for fresh ordinary passport has been 
hiked; 

(b) if so,  the details thereof; 

(c) what are the compelling reasons for 
the steep increase in the fee; 

(d) whether it is also a fact that the 
applicants are made to wait for months for 
issue of passports, if so, reasons for the same; 
and 

(e) what is the number of applications 
pending before Bangalore passport office and 
since how long? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI R. L. BHATIA): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A statement is placed on the Table of   
the   House.   (See below). 

(c) The passport fees were revised to bring 
them in line with the cost of production and 
preparation of passports and the provision of 
passport services. 

(d) The time taken to issue passports 
varies from passport office to passport 
office depending on the workload and the 
staff strength. 

(e) The number of applications for 
fresh passports pending in the Bangalore 
Passport Office for over one month was 
20,415 as on July, 2, 1993. 

Statement 
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