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(NMDC) for 500 mandays (valued at
approximately US § 330,000) to carry
out a techno-economic study in asso-
ciation with Metallurgical and Engi-
neering Consultants [ndia Ltd,(MECON)
for increasing the production in Baila-
dila [ron Ore mines. The techno-econo-
mic study has since been completed.
Subsequently, NMDC also engaged
M/s Metchem Canada, for rendering
consultancy services for 300 mandays
(valued  approximately at US §
200,000) to assist in preparing Detail-
ed Project Report for new mines in
Bailadila sector. Services of foreign
consultants are engaged only when
necessary and when such consul-
tancy of the required Ievel is not
available within the country.

Steel Export by IISCO

1384. PROF. SAURIN BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
STEEL be pleased to state :

(a) whether Governmenl’s atten-
tion has been drawn to the news-item
under the caption “IISCO” sets export
target of 75000 tonnes stecl published
in the ‘Economic Times' New Delhi
dated the 25th April, 1993;

(b) whether it is a fact that exports
of products from the [ISCO have been
adversely affected due to delay in its
modernisation programmes etc.;

(c) whether Government would
now take effective measures to run
and manage the company instead of
its privatisation: and

(@) if so, the facts and details
thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI
SANTOSH MOHAN DEV) : (a) Yes,
Sir. 1ISCO has received a number of
export enquiries. Already one export
-order for 4500 tonnés- of structurals
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for shipment to China has beenreceived
and other orders are under process of
finalisation. In case, the sluggish
domestic demand continues, TISCO has
plans to export around 75000 tonnes
of Iron and Steel during current finan-
cial year.

(b) It is possible that if its Ffacili-
ties are revamped, products of 1ISCO
could have better acceptability in
International Market provided that
they are competitive in price.

(c) and (d) In view of constraints
of resources, Government had consti-
tuted a Committee of Experts (COE)
to obtain bids for private participation
in 1ISCO with the objective of moder-
nising/expanding ISCO to a crude
steel capacity of 1.5 million tonnes
per annum, in a cost-and-time effec-
tive manner. The COE had received
3 bids; (a) from M/s Mukand Ltd.
and M/s. Usha Rectifier Corporation
(India) Ltd. envisaging ,participation
in the equity and modernisation of
IISCO; (b) from MITSUL of Japan
offering financial assistance to meet
foreign exchange requirements. The
recommendations made by the COE
are under consideration and Govern-
ment have not so far taken any de-
cision in this regard.
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