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the last one year prices are almost under
control. Compared to the previous year, the
prices of most of the commodities are under
control. In many cases, prices are coming
down also. In certain cases, prices are going
up. We are closely monitoring that and we
are trying to find a solution to that-

SHRI ARANGIL SREEDHARAN : Mr
Chairman, Sir, the Minister has furnished an
impressive list of retail prices in var'ous cities
But the real problem is in the rural areas. Some
of the unscrupulous traders raise the prices
without any rthyme or reason. The only way t
meet this challenge is to build up consumer
assistance. What steps is the Government of
India taking to build up consumer assistance
against these unscrupulous tra- ders ? Is it
interacting with consumer organisations t
build an action plan to meet this challenge ?

SHRI A. K. ANTONY Regarding
rural areas, only two things can be done.
One is constant vigil by the State Govern
ments. The other is where 1 agree with
the hon. Member we must build up a
strong consumer movement in this country,
In our country, the consumer movement
is just now developing. We passed a legis
lation only in 1986. The movement *
at the infant stage. However, within this
short period of about seven years, we
have about 600 consumer organisation?.
The Government is now trying to build
up the consumer movement all over the
country with the co-operation of the
State Governments. This year, we have re
quested the State Governments that they

must try, with their own initi
ative, to form at least one volun
tary consumer - organisation

i
n

one district. I hope that we will be able
to build up the movement better. For
that, my appeal to hon. Members is, in
this area, 'rrespective of politics, let us
all join together to build up a strong
rural-based consumer movement in this
country. The Government will extend all
cooperation to whoever is coming forward
in this direction.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Question No. 182.
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THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI A. K.
ANTONY) The Government wants to
encourage the consumption of coarse grain
This year, the production of wheal has gone
up. So, the difficulty is. in rural areas, the
production has gone UP. where peopie are
using the coarse grain and the open market
price of wheat is low. As a lesult, there is not
much demand for coarse grain.
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SHRI A. K. ANTONY: Sir, I understand (he
anxiety shown by the Member about
the difficult situation of farmers. V'csteiday
and the day before 1 was  in Rajasthan.
Many farmers told me about this aspect. But
this year, as I told you earlier, we have
already procured more than seven lakh
tonnes of coarse grain but the difficulty is
we are not getting that much demand from the

. State Govern-menis. As a long-term strategy, I
Actually we are now trying to entourage the foo) the Government also  feels, that we

State Governments to popularise this coarse|,,, « popularise coarse  grain more and

grain. For the first time thls yeaT our idea is t0| ;e hecause we cannot totally depend on wheat
procure more coarse grain. From Maharashtra , 4 e alone because our rice produc-

itself more than 7 lakh tonnes of coarse gram oy is  becoming stagnant. Unless we
has been procured and we have dlstrlbuted popularise coarse grain in more areas, in the
more than one lakh tonnes of coarse grains to long run we will face difficulty. So the

various States but so far the response from the 5, vernment is aware of this fact and we will
States is not that much enccoraging. We can o eyerything possible to popularise coarse
dispose more quantities. It depends upon the grain and we will try to convince the
demand from (he State Governments. But we State Governments that they must make it a
are re questing the State Governments that special point to
they shou}d make it a point to popularise this (.ir arens

coarse grain all over the country.

popularise coarse grain in

SHRI SARADA MOHANTY Mr
Chairman, Sir, I would like to know whether it
is a fact that coarse grains are very good for
cattle and poultry-feed and they have an ideal
mixture of vital mineral and other nutrients.
What is proposed to be done to highlight the
qualities of coarse grains to
their
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use as animal and poultry and fish food and to
establish processing industries based on
coarse grains in those low rain and drought-
prone areas that produce these grains ?

SHRI A. K. ANTONY : Sir, coarse grains
are highly nutritious. They are good for
human consumption. So, we will examine the
ways of popularising them.

SHRIMATI CHANDRIKA ABHI-
NANDAN JAIN : Sir, time and again it has
been announced by the Government that the
proposal to revamp the Public Distribution
System is under consideration. I remember a
categorical statement was made by the
Finance Minister in his Budget Speech to the
effect that not only the Government is taking
steps to strengthen the Public Distribution
System but there is active consideration to
revamp the Public 'Distribution System,
would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether any positive steps have been taken by
the Government to revamp the Public
Distribution System. That is one question.

When there is a demand to include the
coarse grain item as part of the Public
Distribution System, there is also another]
request being made particularly by cities like
Bombay that higher income group people
should not be able to avail of the facilities of]
the Public Distribution System. I would like to
get- the comments of the Minister on these
two aspects.

SHRI A. K. ANTONY : Regarding the
first question, the Government has already
taken steps to revamp the Public Distri
bution System. As per the initiative
taken by the Prime Minister with effect
from 1-1-1992 in more than 1,752 blocks
throughout the country this public dis
tribution system was introduced.

Regarding coarse grains I have already
explained our position. We are trying to i
popularise it more and more. In regard to

[RAJYA SABHA]

elimination of income-tax payers, II
would like to say that we cannot takeJ
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a umlaterai decision. Already in some
Slates like Gujarat, Rajasthan and Har

yana, they have taken steps to eliminate
certain higher income groups from the
benefit of PDS. Since PDS is a Joint
operation of the State Government and
the Central Government, the Central
Ciovernment cannot unilaterally take a
decision about elimination of any section.
But, at the same time we are very cleai
and very particular that there should be
a national policy on public distribution
system. That is why in the recently con
cluded PDS Advisory Council, we have
decided to set up a corrmittee of three
Ministers from States with Mr. Vishwa-
riathan, Minister from Tamil Nadu, as
its Chairman. The other Members of the
Committee are the Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies of West Eengal and the
Minister from Haryana. The three-Mem
ber Committee is new going into details
of the targeting of the PDS. After gett
ing their report the Government will
examine in detail whether to eliminate
any section from the benefit of PDS.
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SHRI A. K. ANTONY : We have already|
distributed more than one lakh tonnes o
coarse grains to States of Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Maahya Pradesh,
Orissa and Rajasthan. If there is more demand
from States we are prepared to give more
cuantity of coarse grains. As I said in my reply
to the earlier question, we are convinced that
we have to popularise the coarse grains.
Otherwise, in the long run we would feel
difficulty. So, the Union Government has to
take all measures to popularise coarse grains.
We would request the State Governments also
to take more steps to popularise these grains.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARI1A : May I
submit with all humility at my command that
the new Members should be given a little
more consideration in asking supplementaries
? I have been here foi the last one year and
during this one year I got only one
opportunity. This is my humble submission.

MR. CHAIRMAN :, I thought you are a
very old Member.

SHRI VIRENDRA KATARIA May
I know from the hon. Minister, through you,
in addition to monitoring of the Public
Distribution System and other matters as
stated by my hon. friend, what steps are being
taken by the Government to maintain the
standard of essential commodities supplied by
the Government through the PDS ? There are
several complaints that sub-standard essential
commodities are being supplied which are not
fit for human consumption. What steps is the
Government taking to check 1097 RSS/94—2.
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malpractices in the supply of all essential
commodities ?

SHRI A. K. ANTONY Sir, as the
hon. Member pointed out, we are getting
complaints about the bad quality or
articles. For that we have requested the State
Governments to conduct more and more
surprise checks and continuous verification of
the fair price shops. Wherever they find that
articles of bad quality are being supplied, the
guilty should be prosecuted under the
Essential Commodities Act. The Central
Government and the FCI are also taking more
steps to improve the system.

Inadequate transport facilities for coal

*13. SHRI SARADA MOHANTYTf :

SHRI PRAVAT KUMAR SAMANTA-
RAY : Will the Minister of COAL be pleased
to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that a huge
quantity of coal is lying at the mines
because of inadequate transport facilities;
and

(b) if so, what action Government have
taken so far or propose to take for its
early transportation ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF COAL (Shri A jit Kumar
Panja) : (a) and (b) A statement is laid on (he
Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) Coal stocks at the pitheads have
been increasing with most of the coai
companies. One of the reasons for increase in
these stocks in mismatch between production
and transport capacities in some coal
producing areas. Coal companies have been
advised to make all efforts to reduce these
stocks. They are improving the-r coordination
with Railways for improving offtake by rail.
To improve the offtake by road, two schemes

tThe question wat actually asked on the
floor of the House by Shri Sarada Mohanty.



