41 Written Answers

During the 4th Session of 1ndia-China
Joint Group mecting on Economic
Relations and Trade, Science and
Technology held in Beijing on 4-5¢h Jan.,
1993, both sides revicwed the status of
border trade and agreed in principle for
its extension to other points on the India-
China border. Dctails in this regard arc
under consideration.

Steps for passing on the benefits of whole
sale price index to consumer by retailers

*93. SHRT RAJNI RANJAN SAHU:
Will the Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s  atfention
has been drawn to the news item that
appecared in the Indian Express dated the
30th January, 1993 under the caption
“Sharp plunge in the wholcsale price of
provisions. Retailers take customers for a
nde”; and

(b) if so. what stecps Government are
taking or propose to take to ensure that
the benefit of fall in wholesale price is
passed on to the consumers by retailers?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL
SUPPLIES, CONSUMER AFFAIRS
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI
A. K. ANTONY): (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) Therc is always a time lag between
changes in Wholesale Price Index and the
consequent change in .the Retail Price
Index, The magnitude of variation varics
from commodity to commodity and
market to market. The Retail Prices are
bound to bc higher :than the wholesale
prices and part of the difference between
the two prices may be due to varietal or
quality considerations, differences in
transport and handling cost and the
demand/supply position of a particular
commodity at a particular point of time.
During the period April, 1992 to
December, 1992, whereas the rate of
inflation, mecasured in  terms of
percentage variation in W.P.I. declined
from 13.9% to 8.4%, the decline in the
Consumer Price Index, which reflects the
retail prices, was from 14.4% to 8.0%. In
respect of some of the cssential
commoditics, thc respective percentage
variations in the wholesale and retail
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prices in Delhi during the period January,
1992 to January, 1993 is as under:—

Wholesale Reuail
Prices Prices
% Variation % Variation

§.No. Commodity

i Alta -19.14 -15.18
2, Arhar -35.26 -26.12
3. Rice Permal . +1.74 +2n
4, Maize ~26.82 -10.53
s Mustard Qil -15.719 -16.83
6. Wheat -18.20 -5.30

It may be observed from the above
that decline in wholesale prices of
cssential commodities has had a direct
bearing on the fall in retail price.

Extension given to Officers by E.P.F.
Authorities

*94. SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: Will the Minister of
LABOUR be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that certain
rctired officers, gazetted/non gazetted
have been given extension/re-
cmployment by the E.P.F. authorities
during the last three years;

(b) if so, full details thereof;,
(c) whether extension/re-employment

had been given as in (a) above against
the rules and policy of the Government;

(d) if so, reasons and persons
rcsponsible for this; and

(e) the reaction of Government
regarding  extension/re-employment in
future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI P.A.
SANGMA): (a) and (b) During the last
three years, no «wfficer has been given re-
employment in the EPF Organisation.
However, during 1991, one officer of the
rank of Regional Provident Fund
Commissioner  (Gr. II) was given
cxtension for four months, and during
1992 two officers of the rank of Regional



