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(c) what steps Government are taking to
remedy the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOST
MOHAN DEV): (a) to (c) Due to world-wide
recession in the Iron and Steel Industry, there
has been some decline in Iron Ore exports.
However, iron ore exports from Goa were
higher during 1991-92 as comnared to the
previous year, 1990-91. Withdrawal of export
duty on iron ora in the budget proposals for
1993-94 will provide relief to iron ore
exporters.

Recession in Steel and Iron Ore
Mining Industries

1475. SHRI PARMESHWAR KUMAR
AGARWALLA: Will the Minister of STEEL
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Steel and Iron
Ore mining industries are facing the worst
periods of recession; and

(b) if so the steps being taken to face and
to revive the projections in view of the
national and international scenario?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI
SONTOSH MOHAN DEV): (a) and
(b). At present there is some slugish-
ness in demand for steel items which is
primarily due to several factors inclu
ding tight money market position,
seasonal  variations in demand and
lower off-take by some of the user,
industries.  The measures con-
tained in the budget proposal for 1993-94 for
idnustrial revival are ex-peced to stimulate
demanor steel. As regards the iron ore mining
industry, there has been some decline in the
export demand for Iron Ore due to world-
wide recession in the Iron & Steel Industry.
However, the indigenous demand for iron ore
has been increasing with the setting up of
new iron and steel units in the country.
Withdrawal of export duty on iron ore in the
budget proposals for 1993-94 is also expected
to provide relief to the iron ore exporters.
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Water Supply to Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant

1476. SHRI V. HANUMANTHA
RAO: Will the Minister of STEEL
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
finance  projects for  water  supply
from River Godavari for the Visha-
khapatnam Steel Plant; and

(b) if so, the details of proposals to meet
water requiremrents of the Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant and the township of the steel
plant?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI SONTOSH '
MOHAN DEV): (a) No Sir.

(b) The  water requirements for
Visakhapatnam  Steel  Plant's opera
tions and the Township of the Steel
Plant are met from the Yeleru and
Rayavada Projects.

Decontrol of PIG Iron
1477. SHRI GOPALSINH G. SO
LANKI:
SHRI ANANTRAY DEV-
SHANKER DAVE:

Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Central
Government have decontrolled Pig Iron but
nothing is being done to reduce the Custom
Duty on imported pig iron;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Gujarat
Small Industries Corpora-lion in Gujarat
distribute the pig iron to small scale units;
and

(c) what steps are being taken to stop the
new entrants in the distribution arrangement
system after the decontrol of th epig iron?

THE MINISTER OF STATE

THE MINISTER OF STATE

(SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN

DEV: (a) Pricing and distribution of pig iron

was deregulated w.e.f 16-1-92. In the budget

proposals for 1993-94, Customs Duty on
import of pig iron



