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like Burdwan in West Bengal is not
being sustained and that about half
the neo-liferates in Kerala  State
have heen slipping back to illiteracy.

(b) if so, what are the reasons

therefor; and

(c) what steps Government have
taken/propose to take to keep the
tempo of literacy movement going up?

THE MINISTER FOR HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SNGH): (a) No adverse re-
port has been received {rom State
Government or Zilla Saksharata Sa-
miti. Some articles have appread in
newspapers regarding slipping back of
neo-literates to illiteracy. The atten-
tion of the State Government has
been drawn to these reports.

(b) The literacy achieved through
total literacy campaigns is fragile and
has to be nurturned and s ustained
over a period of 1 to 2 years.

(c) On conclusion of the respective
total literacy campaigns; post-literacy
campaigns have been launched in the
State of Kerala and in other districts
like Burdwan in West Bengal for
consolidating the graians of the TLC,
and for enabling the neo-
literates to move from guided-learning
to  self-learning. Disrict Literacy
Committeeg are being requested to
send integrated proposals for literacy
and post-literacy.

Meeting of Education Secretaries and
Directors

1415. SHRIMATI CHAHNDRIKA
ABHINANDAN JAIN: Will the Minis-
ter of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVE-
LOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether a meeting of the Edu-
cation Secretaries and Directors of
Higher Education of States|Union
Territories was held at Delhi in Janu-
ary, 1993;

(b) if '», the details thereof; and
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(c) the steps taken|proposed to be
taken for the implementation at its
findings and the agency which will
coordinate the follow-up action on
the decisions taken at the meeting?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) to (¢) Accord-
ing to the information furnished by
UGC, a meeting of the State Educa-
tion Secretaries and Directors of
Higher Education was convened by
UGC on 27th January, 1993 at New
Delhi. The discussion centred around
establishment of special cells for SC|
ST i n the universities, College Deve-
lopment Councils, NET type qualify-
ing examinations in the States, pro-
gramme of Autonomous Colleges, set-
ting up of State Councils of Higher
Education, utilisation of developmen-
tal asistance of UGC by the States
and generation of extra-budgetary
resources, The States were advised to
take appropriate steps to make these
programmes effective.
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Text Books Presicribed in Schools in

Rampur AU.P.)

1417. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased

to stage:

(a) whether it is 3 fact that accord-
of the Na-
tional Steering Committee on Text-
text-books on
History, vne on Geography; and five
on Urdu language being used in a

ing te an vofficial report

book evaluation, two

number of schools in Rampur foster

all kinds of narrow view of the sub—
joets; T 1

(b) whether the report of the Com-
mittee submitted to Government was
taken up in a meeting of the State
Eduvaction Ministers convened by the
Minister of Human Resource Develop-

ment;

them; and

(d) whether these text-books have
so far been withdrawn from the pre-
scribed courses, if not the reasons
therefor?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT  (SHR1
ARJUN SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(¢) Central Government does not
provide any financial assistance to in-
dividual schools. As vegards the Gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh, the infor.
mation is being collected.

(d) According to the NCERT, there

books are hot prescribed by the State
educational authorities.
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