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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) and (b) Yes,
Sir.  Cost-cum feasibility —survey for
electrification of Kharagpur-Walair section of
which Kharagpur-Khurda Road is a portion,
has been sanctioned. The survey has been
entrusted to General Manager, Cenral
Organisation for Railway Electrification,
Allahabad. Survey work ig presently in pro-
gress and the same is expected to be
completed and report submited by September
'93.

Decreasing number of Rhinos in the
Kaziranga Nationa] Park in Assam

*320. SHRI BHADRESHWAR GO-
HAIN:" Will the Minister of ENVIRON-
MENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware that
there is gradual decrease of the Rhinos in the
Kaziranga National Park in Assam;

(b) whether Government are aware that
'the officials are in league with the poachers
in the regular killngs of Rhinos in Assam;
and

(c) what steps have been taken by
Government to prevent such killing and
preserve these world famous species?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS (SHRI KAMAL
NATH); (a) The Rhino population in
Kaziranga is reported to have declined from
1250 in 1989 to 1129 in 1991.

(b) No such report has been received from
the State Government.

(¢) Government continues to take mea-
sures to prevent poaching of all schedu. led
animals, including Rhinos, through increased
patrolling of the Park and its surrounding
areas, improved system of communication,
building up of informa-tion network to know
of poachers' activities, carrying out raids on
suspected centres of trade in poached
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products and creating a public awareness
condusive to conservation of the Rhinos.
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Abnormal increase of Elephant

Population

2648. SHRI NYODEK YONGGAM: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the fact that due to abnormal increase
of elephant population in Assam, Aruna
chal Pradesh and other parts of the
country, the wild elephants have become
a big menace to human beings and pro
perties;

(b) whether Government are consider
ing to introduce 'Elephant Mahal for
catching of elephants for domestication

to reduce elephant menace by amending the
Wild Life (Protection) Act; and

(c) if so, the details therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (SHRI KAMAL NATH): (a)
While there is no abnormal increase in the
population of elephants in Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and other parts of the country, due to
destruction and encroachment of elephant
habitat by local people there have been
confrontation between man and elephant in
the fringe areas of depleted elephant habitats
in some parts of the country.



