179 Written Answers

Acute shortage of Kerosene iii Assam

3715]. SHRI BHADRESHWAR GOH-
AIN: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware that
there is acute shortage of Kerosene oil in the
rural areas as well as in urban areas in Assam;
and

(b) if so, what steps are being taken by
Government to improve the supply of
Kerosene in the near future ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS (CAPTAIN SATTSH
SHARMA) : (a) and (b) SKO is a deficit
product in the country. On account of
constraints such as import capacity limitation
and foreign exchange, the allocation of SKO
to the States could not be increased during the
last three years. Government has recently
permitted parallel marketing of SKO for
import and sale by private
agencies/entrepreneurs, through their own
distribution network at market prices.

Achievement of target at Kariiitpur
(West Bengal)

3716. SHRI ASHIS SEN : Will the Mini-
ster of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the target of
exploratory to a depth of 3,700 Mitrs. -at
Karimpur in West Bengal could not be
achieved; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor, indicating
the difficulties, the attempts made fo over-
come the same and the time period elapsed so
far ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
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