31 Written Answers [ RAJYA SABHA ]

(¢) and (d) The Fertiliser consump. tion
during 91-92, is estimated to be 127.28 lakh
tonnes and during 92-93 it is expected to foe
126.57 lakh ton-. nes. The percentage variation
in the total consumption of fertiliser is marginal.
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Demand of rice in the country

498. SHRI RAMNARAYAN GO-SWAMI:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are expecting
increase in demand for rice in the country by
the end of 1993;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether internal production rate at
present will be sufficient to tide over the
demands;

(d) if not, whether Government plan to
increase rice production in the country in view
on increased demand; and

(e) if so, what are the details thereof and
by when the said plan is to be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ARVIND NETAM). (a) to (e) The demand for
Rice in 1993 is expected to be fully met by
domestic production of Rice which is estima-
ted to be 71.5 million tonnes during 1992-93.

A Centrally Sponsored Integrated
Programme for Rice Development (IPRD) is
already under implementation in 24 States for
increasing pro-uction and productivity of
Rice. Through this scheme, incentives are
being provided to farmers for use of certified
seeds, micro-nutrients, herbicides, pesticides,
farm implements, etc., with a view to motivate
them to adopt improved rice production
technology. Besides, field demonstrations and
training programmes are also organised
through, the programme for effective transfer
of improved rice production technology.



